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To the Church of Chriſt meeting at 


_ Crosby-Square in London. 
| - Dearly Beloved, IF : 
T is now Five and Twenty Years and al- 
moſt an Half, ſince I was by thoſe of you 
who were at that Time Members, choſen 
and called to be your Paſtor, and to la- 
"> bour among you in the Wo; of the Go- 
pel. What my Doctrine and Converſation 
have been you know, together with the Oppoſiti- 
on, and Diſcouragements which for a Time A 
met with from our common Ad vèrſaries; and 
likewiſe, what were our Goipel-enjoyments in 

thoſe Days of Perſecution,when ſome Raged and 
Om. Delerted, fo that 1 think very few Sabbaths 
daft over our Heads without aſſembling our ſelves 5 
together, if not in the whole Body, yet in con- 
derable Numbers; and fir the 775 Part our 
God was graciouſly pleasd o be to us both a Sun. 
and a Shield. Nunc bac m minifle juvat. 1 
did never exped to have hi the Thircd of ny. 
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life drawnout to ſo great a length as through 
[Divine Mercy #t ig, nor to have been continued 
z my Maſters Vineyard, when ſo many Young- 
et uad Stronger than have been number d out 
3 to the Grave, But I can in Truth Jay, it bath wb. 
been my Deſire while 1 lived here to live to Pur- I Ar 
poſe, and for you as well as with you; andÞ}},, 

. though I have no Reaſon to boaſt of my Self, 
or any thing that I have done, but to bluſh and}; 
be aſhamed of my low Attainments, and poor 
Performances; yet have I abundant Cauſe to 
Glory in my God, for as much as with him II. 
bade found Mercy to be faithful, and alſo to re- 
 joice in you who have been conſtant and that 
with Delight, in your Attendance on wy Mini- 
ſtry, and in theſe ſhaking, unſteady Times 
been true to the great Truths of God, not turn- 
ing aſide to crooked Paths with the Workers; 

_ of Iniquity : Nor flie-blown and tainted with 2 
thefe peltilent Errors which many in this Nati. 
on, tos too many have' entertained and embræ Ii 
eds yea, and keeping found in Judgment, p 
bebe, fo far as I know, abating for humane Frail j; 
ties and Infirmities, adorned the DcCtrine offff, 
your God and Saviour; by living up to tei q 

e Principles of our Holy Religion, and my bear 
Prager is, that you may be eſtabliſhed, as well «ff f 
anoin- ed Water d as well as planted in the 

i  _Houſcof your God, ſo as to abound more and 
. more in Caadudl, and all the Fruits of Righte- 
$  ouinels 
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$Bouſneſs ; for ſure I am, and your ſelves know it 
ed, that 1 beſt of you have not as yet attained, 
8 either are ye already perfect. This alſo hath 


%, afforded me no ſmall Pleaſure and Delight, that 


et when there have been Differences and Diviſions, i 
1. Animoſities and Contentions among other bot- 


ndBlheaded Profeſſorg, to the Reproach of Religion, 


If, end the ſcandalizing of many; you have walked 
nal; in Love and Unity, ſtudyin the 1 hings which 5 
or make for Peace. The good Ford grant you may 
go on to do ſo, yea, that you may do ſo always, 
, Hand in that way grow up to him in all I bings wo 
re. is the Head, even Chriſt. | 
You that know me, know F. am no Self. admi- 
Trer, or have I at any Time made it my choice to 
WB appear ir Print; neither have I been forward to 
Jinlarge mine Acquaintance with others, judging 
eri Work and Honour ſuſſicient for me to take 
due Care of mine own Vineyard. Some few Fu- 
UrBneral Sermons excepted, I have only made Pub- 
eK Two Tractates, the one concerning Cloſet- 
5 Prayer, the other about Family-worſhip, and & 
little Company of Verſes firſt deſigned for the Pri- 
vate Uſe and Relief of a poor Melancholick, Di- 
ſtreſſed and ſhatter d Chriſtian. Which bleſſ a 
be God, have met with good Acce ptance. Ihe 
following Diſcourſes, which are now come abroad 
into the World were Five Years ago Preached a- 
mong you, and there are thoſe that can tell how 

ſince then I have been purſued and urged with 
6 TT” A 3 bz ears 


them, not in returning them Diſreſpect for Diſ- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and reiterated Deſires to commit them to 


the Preſs ;, but all this while I have reſiſted that 
Importunity, till being al laſt quite wearied 


earneſt 


out, and almoſt ae J could 


10 longer. About the Baer des which they 
will meet with from others, I am not over-ſoll 


citous, being xot ambitions of popular Ap- 


plauſe, and having in ſome meaſure Learned 


in whatloever State I am therewith to be con- 
tented. And if at any lime, I meet with flights 


and diſreſpects from any, 55 poſſibly do not 
ſhould, I can 


know themſelves ſo well as they 
. paſs it with a Smile, while I conſider that Paſ 
Sage of my deareſt Saviour, That the Diſciple 


muſt not be above his Maſter, nor the Servant 


above his Lord. And indeed ] have in mine 
own Breaſt fixed a Reſolution of being even with 


reſpect, but by being as low and little 1n mine 
__ own Eyes, as am in theirs. In ſhort, as it 
was with Paul, ſo it is with me, a very {mall 
Thi g to be judged of Mens Judgment, ſinct 
He tht judgeth me and them too is the Lord 
And if in the great Day of Account, T ſhall be ac. 
| cepted ot him, and COMMENACA by him, as ont 
that hath been Fiithful in my little, that wil be 
5 abundantly enough for me. 


But the Thing is now done, my Friend 


bave prevailed and obtain d, though ſuch Work 
as this is more fit for Juch! as have nimbler Fan- 
cies 


ſtand it out 


— —à—— — —- — — — 
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{cies and Fingers than I have now, yet I did 
engage to it, and with the Aſſiſtance of my good 
Cod have gone thorough it, and now it preſents 
„it ſelf to you, pleaſe to bid it welcome for the 
| Truths Sake and the Authors, and afford it 4 4 
| friendly Reception. It will not coſt you much, 
| but in Caſe you be not wanting to your (elves, 
nay Profit you much more; and that it may do 
/, the good Lord accompany it with his Bleſ- 
te ſing, for without that Paul is nothing, and A- 
1; pollos is nothing ; Sermons Preached and Prin- 
„ed, will be of no avail. Whereas if He will ſet 
is Hand to it, the dulleſt Tool ſhall do the Work; 
but what ever the Event be I can aſſure you my 
Deſign herein hath been good aud generous, 
not that any profit may come into mine own 
Purſe, but a great deal to your Souls. 
Theſe Sermons have no leſs, no other than the 
great and ever-bleſſed God with his moſt graci- 
ous Thoughts of and for his People, for their | 
Subject. That God by whoſe Power we were all 
made at firſt, upon whoſe Care and Goodneſs 1 
we do all Live at preſent, . at whoſe Tribunal 
we muſt all at laſt Appear, and ſtand to receive 
our final Sentence; and in the Eternal Fruition 
ee we muſt be Happy, if ever you be ſo. 
1 hope you all believe there is ſuch a glorious 
Being; and that he is a conſtant aud curious 
Obſerver of all Perſons, and all their Actions, 
and a liberal Rewarder of them that diligent- 


4 
* 
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ly ſeek him. 1 know there are a great man, 


practical Atheiſts in the World, yea, in thee 


London! where He 3s Kkrown and his Name i, 


great. This is t 00 en in the Lives Of Ml: 


 titudes among us, and in the Ungodlineſs, th 


Unrightcout neſs . and groſs Abominations 


which Pave over-flown all Banks, and almoſt de. 
. lug d us, notwithſtanding that Liek which a 
this Day glorioully ſhines, and the ſtrenuon 
Endeavour that are Put forth by many worth) 


Perſons for a Reformation of Manners ; but 


for all this many are ſettled upon their Lees 
aud their Lendneſs is ſtill in their Skirts, bein 


 reſolvedly wicked, and prophane, hating to l. 


ref. med. And 1 fear there are Too many Do- 


rina Atheiſts, ſuch in Principle, who have 
made it their work to delete and obliterate the 


Notion of a Diety, that ſo being delivered from 


the Fear of his Wrath, and a Judgment to come, 
they might go on in their ay with the more 

| boidne's, rhey might take the greater Pleaſure in 

” Unriglh: coulnels And Iſee nothing to the con- 
trary, bui that God in his Fury and jult In- 


dignation, may give up ſuch prolligate Wretch: 


1 "to 50 ſtrong a Deluſion as.to believe ſuch a 
Lie, and that in order to their being Damn 
ed; that they who while they were upon Earth 


1 40 not be led into the belief of a God, nei- 


ther by his Word, nor his 'Vorks of Creation 
and Providence may be in Hell convinced of his 


being 


OG IE 1% /Ä RR 
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| peing by their Senſe, while they do there, * 
their eee, lorment feel the Heat and 
Weight of his Wrath. But I am perſwaded 
better Things of you, my Dear Friends; | 
namely, that the belief of a God is ſo deeply | 
MF fixed in your Hearts, as that it ſhall never be e- 
. radicaled: Tea, that many of you have that fi- 1 
ducial and transforming Knowledge of this 
God, and the bleſſed Jeſus whom he hath ſent, 
bl «s 7s the it "ay to Life Eternal, and the Begin- 
ll ming of it. And where ſuch a good Foundation 
85 is well laid, it will be your Wiſdom and In- 
te ſt to build upon it, 2 Perſons of ſuch an 
bell excelent Spirit, Temper and Diſpoſition, and 
fl lading ſuch a well-order'd Converſation i bh 
ll the World, as ſuch 2 Faith and Knowledge will 
bell maturally dire you to. 
nl Al that hade the Knowleds e of this God, and 
'* the Oſe of of their Reaſon 28 but grant, t hat ” 
re among Tg theſe Three Things are unqueſtion- 
nl ably due to Gel. An Holy Awe, and Reve- | 
3 Need Regard of him, ar intire Alfection 1 
and Love, with Faith in him. 
Firſt, hat is more proper for God, and 
ö becoming of Man than an Holy Awe, and Re- 
_ vecential Regard of him, the glorious Angels 
above do pay this to him by their covering their 


1 1 
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j- Faces with their Wings, while in his Preſence, 
nll ard by their cheerful and ſpeedy Execution of 
2 Pleaſure; and if this Frame be not Unwor- 
of 


toy, 
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thy of Angels, it cannot be below Men, who 
are but Diſt and Ajhes, Jer. 10. 7. Who 

would not tear thee, O thou King of Nati- 
ons, for to thee it doth appertain. I ſpeak 
not of a ſervile llawiſh Fear, which carrieth Tor- 


ment in it; while Men look upon God only as || 


cloathed with Terrour, and armed with Thun- 
der, and ſo like poor afſrighted Creatures would 

flee as faſt, and get far from him as poſſibly they 
Lan; yea, if that could be done, quite out of 
his Reach ad Sight. But that which I ſpeak 


of is, a right filial Fear, flowing from the Spi- 
ritof aChild. Do not fear him meerly or moſt- 
ly becauſe He is avove your Match, and you may | 
be blaſted by a rebuke of his Mouth, or Diſtra- 
Ceed by a Frown of his Brow, or Conſumed by 
a Blow of his Hand; but principally fear to Sin 
f againſt him, to offend hin by fenning againſt 
him, to be a diſhononr to his Name, and a 
grief to his Spirit; The Sacred Scripture tells 
us, this js the beginning of Wiſdom : Till it 
have Place and Dominion in the Heart, egre- 
gious Folly ; yea, down-right Madneſs js pre- 
dominant there, and will be ſo. The Perſon 
void of it, is an arrant Slave to Luſt, and an 


eaſie Prey to Iemptation; and may be carried 


Captive by the Devil at his Will. When A- 
braham ſojourned in Gerar, he concluded the 

Fear of God was not there, and ſo expected 5 
nothing but outragious Wickedneſs, Gen. 20. 1 . 


TVT 


—— [—4ü 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 8 


But whereſoever this Fear commands and bears 


ſway it ſecures. Other Governours had done thus 


and thus, but ſo did not I, ſaid good Nehe- 
miah ; becauſe of the Fear of God, he did not 


' do ſo, he dared not to do fo, he abhorred to do 

| ſo. Mr N ee or one 
4 Do you therefore carry this about you as your 
Antidote. Bleſſed is the Man, i this Senſe, who 
fears always, at Home and Abroad; in Compa» + 
ny and alone, He that thus fears God will fear 
Mien, leſt they ſhould entice him to Sin, and 
He will fear his own Heart, leſt that ſhould be- 


tray him. And in this fear there alſo is ſtrong 


Confidence. It will deliver you from other 


| diſpiriting and pannick Fears, waking you in 


| the Way of your Duty bold as Lions. Males | ; 


| ſaw him who is Inviſible and fear d him, where- 'Y 


upon he fear d not the Wrath of Pharaoh, tho 


| be knew he had an hard Heart and long Arm. 
The Days we live in are Days of Uncertainty, 


dark and cloudy at preſent, and for ought we 


know they may be Stormy and Tempeſtuous; but 
if we fear God as we ſhould, we need not fear any 


Thing, no more than the Three Children did 


the proud and cruel Nebuchadnezzar, when he 
| threatned the caſting of them into a Fiery Fur- 
nace, heated feven Times hotter than before; 


this js the beſt and neareſt way to a real Great- 


be 
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be neither flatter'd nor frighted into it; "there his 
are ſeveral pieces of Spiritual Armour com- Al 
mended to the Chriſtian Souldier as very ne- ſel 
ceſſary for him, get them all, my Friends, be I b. 
ſare to put them on and to beep them on. And | it 
unto them, add this of an Holy Fear, which Þ 
will be as a Bulwark or Intrenchment to you. | G 
By the Fear of the Lord there is a departure I *. 
© "vas the Evil of Sin, and by an Happy Conſe- 01 
quence there is an avoiding the Evil of Fu- 
niſhment. = 
Secondly, As God Aire to be feared by L 

us, becauſe of his Infinite Greatneſs, Holle m3 
and Juſtice; ſo is he the moſt proper and a- 
dequate Obj ect of our Love, our beſt and | * 
dleareſt Link, becauſe of his Goodneſs and In- 
finite Perfection. together with thoſe Kindneſſes * 
which He hath and doth for his People. Ibe in- 
gaging and inlarging your Hearts yet more and 
more, was that which I mainly aimed at in the 

| enſuing Diſcourſe, wherein you may Read what 

his Thoughts of you and for you are, and 
Pom thence you may eaſily gather, what your Af- 

¶ fedlions ſhould be, what your I ove to him, and 

"what your Delieht in him. This is frequently 
and earneſtly called for in the Scriptures, by 
Sd himſelf, My Son give me thy Heart. 
Ui ve it ine not mine Enemy, give it me in Truth 
| without Diſſamulation, give it me in the whole 
without Dif? mulation; 5 4 broken Heart is - 

: 1 high. | 
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| highly acceptable, a divided Heart js az utter 
Abomination. And as it is called for by him- 


ſelf, ſo by his Saints, O Love the Lord all ye 
his Saints! Thus he commands it, thus He begs 
it, and know, for you to comply with this graci- 
ons Requiry is not only an Act of Obedience unto 

| God, but likewiſe a real, yea, a ſingular Kind- 
neſ to jour ſelves. This giving will be your 
own Eternal making, the Fear of God will be 

4 golden Curb fo keep from Sin, the Love of 
God will be a golden Spur to quicken you to 
Duty. It will commend his Commandments to 
you, ſo that none of them will be counted grie- 
vous by you, and it will commend your Ser- 
vices to him, ſo that none will be rejected. 


Duties of Love are lovely Duties 
Now in Order to your Loving God, labour 


to know him and to increaſe in that Know- 
ledge, ſtudy him well, and get as vlear and full || 
ſigbis of him, as you can while in tranſitu, by 

te Way; as great a ſight of his Beauty, and 
as full a taſte of his Sweetneſs. When the Spouſe 


| had been brought into the Banquetting-Houle, 


at her coming out again ſhe was ſick of Love; 


the Generality of Perſons do miſerably miſplace 


their Love, and they will do ſo notwithſtanding 
all that is or can be ſaid to the contrary ;, pla- 

| cing it upon that which doth not delerve it, 
which cannot requite it. Some upon the Crea- 
| tures, and others upon Sin; but both theſe will 
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at the winding up of the Bottom, find them: 


ſelves great Vie The Creatures are Vanity, 

| and Love ſet upon them is debasd, and will 

be diſappointed, they paying it with Vexation. 

Sin defiles the Love and that iſſueth in Miſery 

and Torment; but Love placed upon God is 

greatly innobled, and for certain ſhall be glo- 
riouſly Rewarded. 


Be Toe therefore that you love God, and 


fill Love him more and more,whom you never 
can Love too much; if there be any Errour 
herein, it will not be in the Exceſs but in the I 
Defect. And let your Love to God fetch its I 
Full Compaſs, and take in all that is his. Love 
| his Law, and have an hearty Reſpe# to all 
his Commandments, for they all are Holy, 
Juſt, and Good. Love his Ways where- ever 
they lie, though they be Op-hill, though they be 
Rough and Rugged, though pav'd with Diffi- 
_ culties, and hedg'd with Thorns, and lind with 
Enemies, 75 ere they are the Ways of 
Jo Wiſdom's Ways. At the end of 

them you will be ſure to meet with great, yea, 
perfect Peace; ſo that nothing ſhall offend 
you: And at the preſent they are not without 
their pleaſantneſs, but the Sun of Righteouſ- 0 
| nels ſhining upon you, Heaven raining down 
| Manna, the Rock following you, the Everlaſting | 
Arme upholding and embracing you, and ſome 
ener, 185 1 in frow the Land of Promiſe, 
even 55 
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ven in this dry and barren Wilderneſs. Love 

Inis Truths, do not part with any of them, do 
not deny them, no not the leaſt, for the very 
filings of Gold are precious. Love his Ordi- 
nances, prize them at an higher Rate than all 
your Earthly Enjoyments, be exceeding thank- 
ful for them, and very conſtant in your Atten- 
dance upon them; when Cod ſpeaks to you by 
ie Embaſſadours, be you his Auditors; and 
when in the Sacrament he ſpreads his Table for 
you, be you his Gueſts. Let him not find your 
Seats empty; and make the wiſeſt and beſt Im- 
prove ment of them you can, that you may not be 
like a company of Lean Kine in Green and Fat 
Paſtures. Love his Sabbaths, remember to ſan- 
fie and keep them Holy, make Conſcience ß 
doing it, yea, and do it out of Choice, calling 
thoſe Days your Delight; conſidering how libe- || 
ral He hath been in his Allowance of Time tio 
you for your Secular Affairs, and while he hath | 
reſerved ſo ſmall a Portion for bis own Service, || 
and likewiſe awe your ſelves with this ſerious || 
and frequently repeated Thought, that to take 
any part of a Sabbath, and employ it about worldly 
Buſiueſs or Recreations, is down-right Robbery, 
and that of the worſt Kind, even Sacriledge, 
becauſe it is a robbing of God. Love the I- 
mage of God whereſoever you ſee #, for that 
's indeed the Beauty and Glory of Man, and 

| therefore Love them moſt, in whom you do 1 
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ſte moſt of God, and likewiſe Love all then 


In whom you can ſee any 1 hing of God. $0 long 
as Perſons hold the Head, and are ſound in 
the Fundamentals of Religion, and by an un- 


blameable, exemplary Converſation adorn f 


the Doctrine of our God and Saviour, Je. 


not more Minute Differences in Opinion and 


Pradtice cauſe an Alienation; let not any who 


are for receiving the Lords Supper in the Even- 


ing, charge them with having Fellowſhip wit 


| Devils, who celebrate it at Noon. Hos quæ 


dementia cepit ? Let ns think, with our ſelves 


| how much the Great and Holy God doth bear 
| with, wink at, pardon and paſs by in us, yea, 
5 in the beſt of us, and ſhall we bear with no- 
thing in them that are his. Surely ſuch a Spj- 
Fit doth not become the Children of ſuch a Fa- 
ther, the People of ſuch a God; and let all 
labour to be more like him, or not pretend to 

| him, I beſeech you, Let brotherly Love con- 

© tinue, let it increaſe 5 nay more, let it abound, 
and bring forth all its precious and pleaſant 
Fruits. Be ye mutual Helps and Comforts, 


Strengthen the weak Hands, confirm the feeble 


| Knees, chear the Diſconſolate, reduce the 
Wanderer, relieve the Poor, and do it freely, 
chearfully, as thoſe who know it 10 be a Sacri- 
fice with which God is well pleaſed. And if 
| Brother be overtaken with a Fault, ye 
which are Spiritual, endeavour the reltoring 


him 


other World. There are others which be neceſ- 


ſary for you, and of great uſe while Commorant 
in this, ſuch as Faith, Hope, and Patience; 


but ar theſe have their whole Work and Em- 
ployment here; ſo they will have their Eud here 


too. Let them keep you Company, ſo long as 
you. are Travelling through this Wilderneſs, for 
they ard very good Company, and will do 
you many a Kindneſs, but when onde you are 
got to the Borders of the Celeſtial Canaan, 
they will leave jon: There will be ud Trial of 
Patiencb in Heaven, nor Exerciſe for ĩt. There 
being no Butden to bear, no Evil to offend 
and tronble; 20 deſired Good to wail for, and 

& for Faith, which is the Evidence of Things 


not ſeen, that will be converted into Viſion, 


and Hope 'ſbull be ſwallowed up by 4 compleat 
and endleſs Fruition. But Love ſhall go a- 
long with hon into thoſe glorious Manſions, 
yea, there it ſhall be perfected; that which was 


ere but à little Spark ſcarce able to keep- the 


Heart warm, will be there blown up into a ve- 
_ herrent Flame, and being once arrived at its 
Perfect jon, it ſhall never be extinguiſh d, nor 
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him with a Spirit of Meekneſs. Set that 
broken Bane with à tender Hand. \ This, My. 

dear Friends, this if that Grace, which ren- 
ders you exceeding like to that God, whom you 

call Father, for he is, Love. This is that 
Grace which you ſhall | carry with jou. into the 
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in the leaſt. diminiſſd. In the mean Time, () 
Chriſtians! be ye continually growing up in 
it; and adding to it, for by this means you 
will bring much Glory to God, and highl, 


pleaſe your bleſſed Redeemer the Lord Jeſui] 
 Chriſt,. and credit the Holy Religion you pro- 


 Feſs, and adorn the Goſpel under which you 
are planted, and ſtop the Mouths of your 
 Advetſaries, who rejoice in your unbrotherl 
| Contentions, and from thence take occafion to 


blaſpheme, and ſpeak Evil of the good] 


Ways of God ; and all that know you will be 
convinced, that you do indeed belong to him 


who ia the Prince of Peace; and made it hi 


Requeſt to: his Father, a little before bis Laſt 
Sutferings, that there might be an Harmony 


and Agreement, and Oneneſs between his 


People; and that not only in the Countrey, 
_ which. ſhall moſt certainly be, but alſo while 
| ihe) are walking upon the Way that leads thi- 
Thirdly, As this bleſſed God may moſs 
| jafily challenge your Fear and Love as due to 
| him, ſo He doth above all deſerve to be the 
Supream Object of your Faith aud Conf: 
dence. A Creatures mult have ſomething or 
other to depend upon, Man muſt as well as 
others, for he is not Self- ſufficient; ow for 


him to depend upon any Thing on this ſide oft 
God, is to go with a Lie in his Right Hand, Ir 


1D 


[ 


him in the other and better World: And 
this is that Life which brings a great deal of 
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to leau upon a broken Reed, which inſtead of 


Supporting, will pierce bim thorough with ma- 
ny Sorrows. But God being both ſelf- ſuffi. 


cient, aud all-ſufficient, 4 Life of Faith upon 
him is both ſaſe and comfortable; It ir a Life 


appointed and laid ont for him by infinite Teite - 
dom, while he is in bis Minority and Pilgri- 


mage-State, 27 He be taken np to that Life of 


Sight, e is intentled and de 105 | 


Glory to God, and no leſs Security and Com- 
fort 'to them that live it. Therefore my Ad- 
vice to you all, both High and Tow, Rich and 


Poor 3s this, look eme to your Faith, 


r it in theſe Three Words, make ſure that : 
you have Faith, and that yu increaſe Ms, and Y 
live by it. : 

Firſt, Make ſure that 700 have Fü, That 


Iich ſome pretend to is meer Fancy, and not 


Faith ; an that which others pleaſe themſelves 
bb „ preſumption, and not Faith. Mi- 


ſtakes in this Matter are very frequent, and 
10 leſs dangerous; if they be not redified be- 


fore Men and. Women come to die, they will 


prove fatal, and iſſue in their utter and E- 
verlaſting Ruine: Tf there is not here a re- 
penting of them unto Life, there will for cer- 


tain be in Hell a repenting which will be to 


ho 8 8 onal e be ye wiſe ben 
"43 e fore 


| fore it is too late, put it out of Doubt and 


Jon bave 7s the Fruit of the Divine Spirit, 


Maſter, WAI ſO he Thai pleaſs ta lead yau 
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 Qreſtion, that it is the true Grace of God 
in which you ſtand 5 that the Faith which 


that it 3s Faith unfeigned, the Faith of Gods 


Elect, that it is ſuch a Faith as doth indeed reſt 
| Intereſt you in Chriſt, uniting you to him, W. 
and drawing vital Infinences from him. See an 
that you be able to prove it genuine by itt 


noble Operations and Effects; namely, its 


purifying the Heart, and overcoming the 


World. = oh 
Secondly, Heoins hired; up to your Glee ha 


the Truth of your Faith, preſs after a growth 


in it, do what you can toward the {trengthen- Th 
ing aucl increaſe of it. Labour for ſuch a 9. 


Faith as may not only Juſtiſie you at preſent | © 
aud Save you at laſt, which the weakeſt will do jo 


ſo it be true, but alſo glorifie God, as Abra- “ 


| hanvs did, and Comfort you at all Bier, and 1 


in the er eateſt Changes. Such a well impro- 0 
ved Faith, | as may. look through the thickeſt ( 


Clouds, SE live in the moſt furious Storms, 


u 
ſuch a Faith as may Anſwer your Doubts, ( 
and lcaiters your Fears, and prevail againſt || © 
Temptations, and quench all the fiery Darts 
of the Devil. Such'a Faith as may carry 
Jou through thick and thin, Swords and Daz- 
gers, and.cnable you to follow your Lord and 


os. — — — 


by 
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by the Counſels of his Word, and the Hand 
of his Providence. A weak Faith is not tole_ 
jgbied and undervalued, who hath deſpiſed 
the Day of ſmall Things? > Cod doth not, aud 
Men ſhould not, but it is by no Means to be 
reſted in; therefore you hat are Rich in this 


World, ſee that you be not Poor in Faith, 
and you that are Poor in this World, ſee that 


je * Rich in Faith. Being ſo, it will baniſh 
coef Complaints from your Months, and 


bring Joy into your Hearts. And thoueh now 
jou do not ſee him whom you Love, mor 
have Things as you would, yet you will rejoice 


with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 


There is an Tuftnite Fulneſs in our God ant 


Saviour, abundantly enough in the Covenant 


and Promiſes of the Golpel ; the main Rea- 
ſon, why ſome real Chriftiaw thrive no better, 
and rejoice no more, lies in the Weakneſs of 5 
their Faith ; for certain, as it is with your Faith, 


ſo it will be with you, both as to your Graces and 


Comforts. The ſtronger that is, the more eaſie 
will your Work be; the more flouriſhing your 
Dads, the firmer your Peace, and the more 
ebindent your Conlolations. 
Thirdly, Let me heartily commend. to Dug 
the Life of Faith. Be ye: much, yea, c. 
ſtantly in the Acting and Beeteiſe „„ 
Paul was, who- tells us in Gal. 2. 20. That 
the Life which he livd in the Flcſh, He li- 
3 . „ 


| into his Hands, 


Diſpoſal. 


ſelves, 
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ved by the Faith of the Son of God. Auf | 
be found it ſo good, fo ſweet as that he was } 
fixedly reſolved 0 do ſo ſtill; | 
miited himſelf to God, and put all his Concerns | 
He "would let them lie there, N 
as owing | he could not poiſubly make a wiſe ' 
Hrite you, my dear Friends, after 
ſo fair a Copy, go and do ö 
both commanded and encouraged to do it, la 
26. 4. Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for 
in he Lord Jehovah is Everlaſting Strength, | 
Tea, and Everlaſting faithfulneſs, and Ever- 
laſting Cares. 


Far, nor too long. 


Having CCm- 


ſo too. 


Tou can neither Tru 


Jour Head and Heart too. "Truſt God s. 


* be not afraid to do it, be not verſe 
ward. 


Truſt him for Fteraity, and far Time too. 
| Truſt him with your Souls and with your Bo- 


dies too, truſt him for Support under Evils, 
and for the Supply of neceſſary Good. Truſt 


You are 


God to 
He hath ordered you to 
caſt all your 83 upon him, do it iherefor | 
| fence He hath not only given you leave, but i 
made it your Work, keep none of it to your 
"except it be a Care of Duty and Di- 
ligence, all other will be unprofitable, and a | 
burden too heavy for your Shoulders, breaking 


him for to Day, and to Morrow; for this 


Vear, and the next, and ſo on, in this Con- 
dition, and in that Condition, yea, and in e- 


very 
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2 ery Condition; becauſe He is good in ab, © 
und fainteth not, neither is he weary.” Traft 
m. In him in jour greateſt Fulneſs, as knowing 
"1:Futhat He is Laber than all, and that all witt- 
re, out hint is nothing. Traſt on hin in your moſt 
ſerÞpinching wants, as knowing that He is 
ter enough alone, and alſo bath Skew Things at 
are bis Command, both Heaven and the Ghry 

a, that, and Earth aud the Fulneſs of * 
or Truſt in him in your Life and in your Death 
Þ too, ar afflicted Job reſolved to do; Though 

© be ſay me, yet will I truſt in him: For 
though he kill me, yet will He do me no hurt, 
but . Death it ſelf into Gain ; couquering 
it as an Exemy, pulling out its Sting, aud do- | 
ing me Good by it, and after it. Ty 

| Truſt God with your Selves, and with your 
i- Children 00; it may be you Laue little or o 
a Þ thing to leave them, well, leave them to him 
'0 ral hath enough, and hath taken them into 


e- | Covenant with himſelf, promiſing to be not 


he 2 your God, but likewiſe the | God of your 
EE 
. Truſt bias with his ans lde reſt, 2 Name, 
)- | «2d Glory; for you may be ſure he witl care- 
„ filly look after it, and power fully maintain it, 
ſt and will not ſee himſclf a loſer in the Ed; 
% but in thoſe Things in which the Enemy deals - 
proudly, He will. ſhew himſelf te be above 
- them; making their Wrath to Praiſe him aud 
/ | 5 4 3 reſtrain- 


— * - —_ * — — 
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reſtraining the Remainder of it. Hir Com 
ſel ſhall ſtand, and the Thoughts of hi 
Heart to all Generations, and be will full 
all his Pleaſure; and He is e going on an 
on toward it, loſing neither Ground nor Tint 
And though there, are and will. be, as long u 
there are any Devils in Hell, and Papilts up 
on Earth, and ungodly wicked Men, man) 
Letts of Oppoſi tion ; get there ſhall not be on 
Lett of Impediment, not any that ſhall obſtrui 
his Work, or hinder. 1 progreſs, befor 
bin every Mountain ſhalt be levell d Into 
Plain. E 


Theft As with e e aha: Neighbour 


Nations, upon whom te hath ſhemn himellÞ 
wonderful, for whom He hath done gre 
Things in Former Times, as our Fathers have 

told us; yea, annd-in our Days too, and 
thereby bath got himſelf a glorious Name] 
hich. He will not loſe. No, no, England 


He thit hath been thy God bitherto 3s Jo ſtil, 


do not thou forſake liek, and He will not fog 


1er. 


Truſt God hh his Churches 75 tear the 


Refobnied Churches, for they are his ; Rome 
was ſo once, but ſhe hath A her firſt 
Love, and is become a filthy Whore, and 
bath upon her ſuch foul Spots, as are not the 
Spot of Gods . She 3s to be deſtroied, 

| hs i is fo. certain, that the Scripture 


Jreaks 
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ſpeaks of it as done already, Rev. 18. 2. Ba- 
bylon the great is fallen, is fallen; and fal! 
it hall, what is now a Prophecy frat be turn 
ed into an. Hiſtory, for ſtrong is the Lord —_ 
God that judgeth her. J 
But it is otherwiſe with the lovely RY 
ud faithful Spouſe of Chriſt, who is a Garden 
mh incloſed. Her Redeemer is mighty, WhO 
* will beautifie her with Salvation. No Wea- 
will pon that is formed againſt her ſhall proſper, 
of but be blunted, yea, broken. She 3s built up- 
on 4 Rock, that. of Ages, of Eternity, and 
the Gates of Hell (hall not prevail againſt 
Her. She is indeed frequently afflicted, toſſed = 
with Tempeſts, and not comforted, but wot- 
withſtanding ſhe ſhall be preſerved, Her Suf- - 
 ferings, though many and great have iſſued in 
her Ad vantage: Like the Palm, under weights, | 
' ſhe hath grown. Hence that comfortable Ob- 
ſervation ow before any of us were Born. 
Sanguis Martyrum, ſemen Eccleſiæ, The 
Blood of the Martyrs, is the Seed of the 
I Church, A potent and mercileſs Enemy is _ 
the riſer up to be flagellum Dei, a ſcourge to the ,, 
me World, and to the Flock of Jeſus, For man 
rf} Tears together He hath purſued them with 4 
d Rage that reacheth up to Heaven, yet unto 
the this Day he is not Maſter of his End : > after 
d, the Deſolations he hath made, the thinning 1 
2 oo Subjects, the Ruine of numerous Families, 
ks - e the 
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the impoveriſhing of his Countrey, there is yet 
in his own Dominions a Seed to ſerve him, 
| which ſhall be for a Generation. Now in. 
deed his Arm is ſtrengtben d, and a vaſth 
great Addition. is made unto his Power, and 
there is at preſent little Appearance or likeli- 
Hood of any Thing but a cruel and bloody 
War, yet fear not, but ſtand ſtill, and ſee 
the Salvation of the Lord. There js a great 
Cry gone up from his bruitiſh, barbarous Cruel- 


ties, and from the Proteſtants unparalleld Suf- 


ferings, and ſurely it is entred into the Ears 


3 of the Lord of Hoſts, and the higher He 


nom is, the nearer and greater may be bis fall. 


I have often ſaid, and now I ſay it again, 


| Beſides thoſe neceſſary Means which are to be 


mnade uſe of for their Preſervation aud De- 
Fence, let the People of God do the Duty of 


their Day and Place, let them Honour God, | 


credit Religion, and Love one another; 


Aud then as for their Enemies, let them do 


theſe Three 1hings, Believe them down, and 
Pray then down, and Live them down, and 
for certain they ſhall ſee them tumble, for they 
have Sins enough of their own to fink them 


| into Deſtruction. Thus, Chriſtians, do you 
| live by Faith, ard do it thoroughly, conſider- 

Ing that you have but a little Time to live ſo. 
Do you glorifie God by believing, and you 
FFT 
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working; do but you Conquer the Sins that 
we among you, that you may not offend and 
loſe your beſt Friend, and then you ſhall not 
become a Prey to the Enemies that are againſt 


you. No, no, though they have done great 


Things, and think to do greater, be ye glad 
and rejoice, for the Lord will have his iurn, 
and do great Things too; yea, he will both 
out-do them, and un-do tbe m. 
There are only Two Things wore which I 


| would heartily Commend to you, and they are 


theſe. Since you have a God, whoſe Thoughts 
concerning you are ſo exceeding Gracious, 
and deſerve to be highly eſteemed by you, and. 
cconnted exceeding Precious. Be you care- 


ful to maintain and keep wp a clofe Commu- 


nion with him, and ſtudy the moſt exat and 
curious Imitation of him. Let jour Life - 


| here be a walking with God, and a following . 


. 


of him, for both theſe do become you, as dear 
Firſt, Maintain and keep up a Communi- 
on with God, this hath been the Practice, 
the Deſire, the Endeavour, aud the Delight of 

all veal Saints in their ſeveral Generations: 

bade told jon in the following Diſconrſe 
that Enoch walked with God, and ſo did 
Noah, when all Fleſh had corrupted their 

Way; and ſo did the reſt, being all animated. 
and acled by the ſame Spirit. John. alſo Fog 
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| beloved Diſciple of our Lord invited 10 


into Communion with them, and for their En- 
couragement told them, that their Fellowſhip 
was with the Father and his Son jeld 
Chriſt. Nom do you follow their Example, 
and tread in their Steps; for you cannot poſ- 
f. zbly have a better, and more faithful Friend, 
nor a ſweeter and more comfortable Compa. 
nion. VD will never be with him, but by 
| Means thereof you will get ſomething more 
of him, and grow into 4 greater Similitude 
and Likeneſs to him. It is Gods Condeſcen- 
tion to walk with Man, who is Duſt and 
Aſhes, How low is that ſtoop! It is the Ad- 
vancement of Man, his Priviledge and Ho- 
nour to walk, with God. This will greatly 
5 7mprove you 5 when Moſes had been Forty 
Days in the Mount with God, he brought 
| down with him from thence ſuch. 4 Beauty 
and Glory as made his Face to ſhine, 
Further, this initial Communion with God 
Hhere, will be 4 ſingular and effeFual Means 
for the preparing and qualifying you for that 
Communion with him hereafter, which will be 
intimate, compleat, undiſturbed, and Eter- 
mal. The Enjoyment of that is, I doubt not, 
the Matter of your preſent Hope, and in 
that Hope you greatly Rejoice. Therefore be- 
gin it now, and continue it, and get as much 
5 1 it as gon can while you are in the Way. 


Ton 


nuch as you can, at Home and 
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Jon that are Young, and in the Morning of 


our Age, begin your Acquaintance with God + 


betizees, Remember your Creator in the 
Days of your. Youth ; that what is Vanity 


in the moſt, may be Piety in you, and you 
that. are Elder, grow up in this Communion, 
and labour for a greater Intimacy, than yet 
you have attained to. O m dear Friends, 
while. others have Fellowſhip with Devils, and 


the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, which will 
iſme in Shame, and end in Death; let God 


be your choice, be with him as N and as 

| Abroad, alone 
and in Company, in Ordinances and Du- 
ties, and out of them too. In this way Hea- 
ven will be render d more pleaſant and de- 
lightful to ou, and you more welcome to 
Heaven; ſince at your Departure hence, you 
will only change youn Place, and not your 
Company. When Enoch had walked with 
God, then God took him," and in the ſame 
Manner will he deal with you, when you 
bade here ſought his Face, you ſhall hereafter 
behold his Glory + And when you have here 
walked in his Way, you ſhall then enter in- 
to his Joy and Relt, and be for ever in the 
Beſom of his Lc. 


Secondly, 5 Study an Imitation of God, 
Man was at his firſt Creation made in the 
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likeneſs of his great Creator, his Image wa 
then inſtampt upon him, and that was hi; 
| Glory; bus Sin come and. efuced thet | 
mage, and ſo Man loſt his Primitive Glory, 
and inſtead of being like his Maker became 


like the Beaſts that periſh, and worſe too: 


more, for that will be from Glory to Glo- 
ry. This is very much inſiſted upon, and 


called for in the Scripture. Be ye Holy, for 

| I am Holy; there is the Reaſon, and ſure 
that is ſufficient. Be ye Holy, as I am Holy, 
that is the Pattern, and for certain there 
' cannot be a better. Be ye perfect, as your 
| heavenly Father is perfect; there is the 
Degree or Meaſure which ſhould be in onr 
ye and Aim, an as of ſimilitude, ſo as to 
reſemble him; though not an as of equality, 
fo as to equal him. Be ye followers of God 
as dear Children, though you cannot get up to 


him, follow him as well, and get as near 


him as ever you can. Shew forth the Vir— 
tues of him, who hath called you out of 
\ Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. Tread 
in the ſteps of Chriſt, ſhine with the Beams 
„f Chriſt, expreſs his "Diſpoſition, lead /is 

| es, „„ Conver- 


Ion 


But God is graciouſly pleaſed by his Spirit! 
to repair that loſs, and to reſtore that Image 
unto ſome of the Children of Men ;, beg there- 

fore that this may be done upon you, and 

that you may be changed into it more and 
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onver ſation, and-as yon hade it, in 1 John 
17. As He was, ſo be ye in this World. 
Jour Holineſs and Happineſs, both in Time, 
und to Eternity, is the unfeigned Deſire of 


Your Sou Friend and ban 


From my Study in 
Winchefter= 
ſtreet, London | 
Aug, 14. 1701. ta aebbt: 
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PR ECIOUSNESS 


od's Thou ghts 5 
G concerning 4 bis 3 


P 8 A L M XN. vii. 


How oe are thy Thoughts unto 
5 0 God! nm 


E there is great Variety and vaſt 
Difference in Things, ſome are 
Good, ſome are Bad, and among 
them that are Good, ſome have 
only a lower Degree « of goodneſs, 

and others an Higher. 

ments and Eſteem of Men. Some prize, com- 
mend, and applaud one Thing, and ſome are as 
great Admir ers of another. Men of the World 


ſet their Hearts upon the Things of the World, _ 


are its Votaries and Admirers, Bleſſing them- 
ſelves in the Enjoyment of them, as it they were 
large enough to fill the Capacity of their Souls, 

B and 


0 there is in the judg- 


2 Ihe Preciouſneſs of God's 
and to ſilence their craving Defires. How ea 
ger therefore are they in the purſuit of them 


Hence that loud Cry, Pſalm 4. 6. Who will (hen 


us any good? Meaning thereby Corn and Wine, 
and how greatly pleaſed are they in the Enjoy: 


ment? Hence that fooliſh and ridiculaus Lullabie! 


Soul take thine caſe, for thou baſt Goods laid up fo 
many Tears : 


quite empty of Grace, and his Head void of f. 
ving Knowledge; yet ſince his Harveſt had been 


great, and his Barns were full, he looked n«f 
further, but concludes He had now attained, aud | 


his Happineſs was compleat. 


_ _ Whereas an Holy and Heaven- ele Soul, thatÞ 
1 hath had a Divine Light breaking in upon his 


Underſtanding, and a bleſfed renovating Change 
made in his Heart and Affections; 


the Wing and Flies a more lofty Pitch. 


Though at that very Time he wa 
without God in the World, having his Heart 


doth nor} 
take up his Reſt in things below, but is upon 


He be-Iþ 
ing fully convinced that that God, who is the 
Spring, Source, and Fountain of all that Good. 


neſs, which is ſcattered up and down among 


the Creatures, is himſelf, and cannot but be the 
and accordingly He ſei 
the higheſt eſtimate upon him, hath and would 
have his Affections moving and working toward 
him with the greateſt Viecur and Strength, andÞ 
doth moſt of all, pleaſe and delight himſelf iP 
_ Meditations of bim, Pſalm 104. 34. My Ale di. 
God himſelf, and} 


beſt and chiefeſt Good; 


tation of him ſhall by ſweet. 
any thing of God, is the Delight of a Saint. His 
Beams are pleaſant to behold, his Shadow com- 
fortable to ſit under, and his Fruit is ſweet 


The Truths of God, the Ordinances of God, 
the gracious Diſcoveries and e 0 
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God, carry along with them to one of ſuch a 
Temper, a fngujar and incomparable Excellen- 
cy and Delicioufneſs. David pray d, that God 


| would lift wp the Light of bis Countenance upon bim; 
that Prayer was heard and fulfil'd, the Thiag 
was done; and what followed upon it? Read 
Fam 4. Thon haſt put gladneſs in my Heart; that 
Iis well, where there were damps and dumps, 
lighs and ſobs before there is gladneſs now; but 


what meaſvre of Glad neſs is there? To what 


| degree doth it ariſe? O! ſaith He, There is more 
gladneſs in my Heart, than in the Time, when their 


Corn and Wine increaſed. The Smiles of God did 


| more revive him, than the greateſt Vintage, and 
'Þ moſt plentiful Harveſt, covld the hungry and 


craving Worlding ; yea, the very Thoughts of 
God, are of the ſame Nature and Tendency, and 


| produce the like Effect, ſo the Holy Ba = 
| pranks in the Text. 


How prects 119 are th Thoughts unto. me, 06G od. * 


The Qu tic here will be, what Thovwehts of 


| God are thoſe which the Pſalmiſt doth here 
mean? I Anſwer, ſome underſtand thoſe. 

| Thoughts which David had of God. So Piſca- 
| tor doth, Sc. and certainly becoming Thoughts 
of God, Fo ch as are Holy and Honourable, can- 
| not but be exceeding welcome, grateful and 
pleaſant, to them that truly Love him; ; a Rich 


Worlding is not more pleas'd with his Houſes, 


Bags, and Mannours, nor an ambitious Man © 


with his Preferments and ſwelling Titles of Ho- 


nour, nor a voluptuous Man with the Thoughts 


of his Pleaſures, than a Perſon tiviy gracious is 
wich the Thoughts of his God. Theſe are the 
| 322 Food 


* © —— _ —_— 


. X 7 he Pl of God's 


Food that nouriſh his Graces, theſe the Dain- Þ 
ties that Feaſt his Comforts. As we may gather Þ 
from Pſalm 63. 5, 6. My Soul ſhall be ſatisfied 
as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and wy Mouth {hall F 
Praiſe thee with joyful Lips, when I remember thee 
upon my bed, and meditate | upon thee in. the Night | 


watches. 


hut! rather chooſe to dera here thoſe | 
Thoughts which God himſelf had concerning Da- 
Dia, and others of the Sons and Daughters of 
XD Men, whom He hath ſer his Heart upon. Thoſe, F 
all thoſe Thoughts, which thou haſt been graci- Þ 
oulſly pleas'd to reveal in thy Word; Thoughts | 
of Peace, of Good and not of Evil, and by which Þ 
1 judge of all the reſt, which thou doll yet con- 
ceal, and keep lockt up in thine own Breaſt; 
whe Contrivances of thine Infinite Wiſdom, the 
Deſigns of thy matchleſs Love, the Purpoſes of 
thy glorious Grace, They are all precious to 
me, and ſo they are to all thine ; though bow pre- 
cious they are.in themſelves and unto me, Il am 
not able to expreſs! 1 know not how to "tell o- 
thers, nay, Lord, 1 am not able to tell thee. 
How much ſoever thy Self and thy Thoughts are 
neglected and lighted by others, by a Company of 


Vain, Fooliſh and Abſurd Wrerches, yet they are 
exceeding precious to me; | value them more 


than all the World, though know 1 do not value 


them according to their worth. When 1 come to 


Heaven! ſhall know them better than now 1 do, 


and when I know them better I ſhall prize them 
more, I ſhall Eternally ra hey at yer I ſhall 


to Eternity fall ſhort. For as they are exceeding 
Precious, ſo they are no Jefs numerous. /f 
ſhould count them, they are more in number than 


the Sand. The Doctrine which from hence [ 
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| obſerve, and ſhall inſiſt upon will be this. 


DOCT. The Thong bts of God are very preci- 5 


| ous to all thoſe that are Truly gracious. In the Pro- 
ſecution hereof, 1 ſhall follow this Method. 


Firſt, Enquire what theſe. Thoughts of God 


Secondly, Shew, that they muſt needs be pre- = 


cious to ſuch Perſons. 


Thirdly, Wherein their \preciouſacſ doth con- 


Fourthy, Why they are ſo precious. to the 


Saints. 


Fifthly, Improve the Dodrine i in a way of Uſe. 


We begin with the firſt of theſe, viz. To en- 


quire what we are to underſtand by the Thoughts 


F- God. To Which 1 N in theſe. two : 
Things. 1 = 


Firſt, I underſtand thoſe Thoughts which God 5 


1 hath of his People. 


Secondly, Thoſe Thoughts which God hath 


for his People. The Former of which plainly 
new the Value and Eſteem which God hath of 
them, and the Latter ſpeak the Kindneſs and 
Good-will He bears to them; the Deſigns which 
He hath laid and is carrying on, and will ac 
compliſh in their Seaſon and Order. All of 15 


them infinitely above their deſervings, all the 
bleſſed Fruits and Products of his free and rich 
Grace in Chriſt, and all of them worthy of him- 
ſelf: We have all the Reaſon that can be to cry, 
Grace! Grace! to them. 5 
Firſt, We may underſtand thoſe T bouphts 1 ; 
God bath of bis People; which ſhew chat great 


B 3 * 


very low and mean Thoughts of graceleſs wic- 
| ked Men, though not too low, they being alto. Þ 
gether as little in their real worth as they are in! 
Gods Account; as vile in their own Natures Þþ 
and Attions as they are in his Eyes. The Heart 
is, or at leaſt it ſnould be, the beſt and nobleſt Þ 
part of Man, there ſhould be a large Stock and 
Treaſury of good Things both new and old. 
And many Men do talk very much of, and beat 
as much upon the goodneſs of their Hearts, as if, 


6 The Preciouſueſs of God's 
Price and Valne He ſets upon them. He hath 


when all the reſt is rotten, ſtill that kept ſound: 


and though they cannot but confeſs the irregu- 
Jarity of their Walkings, and the diſorders of 
their Lives, they thank God they have as good 


Hearts as any in the World. But what are the 


Thoughts which God hath of them? What the 
judgment which He paſſeth upon them who is 
beit able to do it, for He ſearches them, and 

| knows them better than the owner himſelf; and 

the Account which in his Word He gives "of it 
upon that ſearch is this, Prov. 10. 20. The Heart 
of the Wicked is little worth, nay indeed, it is no- 

thing worth, it is not worth taking off from a 


Duanghill; and therefore He rejects them, as what 


He will have nothing to do with, that his Mind 
cannot be toward; Pſalm 119.119. Thou putteſt 
away all the Wicked of the Earth like droſs. [They 


will not paſs with God, no more than bad Mo- 


ney will with Men; . Clipr Money indeed may 


be taken, and hath been, though it want 


much of its due Weight; but for all that, when 


brought to the Touch-ſtone it is found of the 


right Kind, but no Underſtanding Perſons will 
take Copper-Money i in Caſe they knew it to be 
: ſuch. Though the Waun themſelves are 'very 


defe- 
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| defeftive, and fall exceeding ſhort of that Mea- 
| ſure and Degree unto which they ſhould aſpire 
and induſtriouſly preſs ; ſo Holy Paul was free 
and ready to acknowledge, that He bad not at- 
| tained, neither was already perfect; yet they find 
2 moſt gracious Acceptance with God, and paſs 
for Current becauſe Right in the main, they are 
Gold, whereas though wicked Men are curiouſly 
gilded, and ſeem to the Eye very fair and love- 
ly; yet God puts them away becauſe He know- | 
eth them to be no other than droſs, reprobate 
Z 7 „% wee 


And after the ſame Manner, He treats all 


| they do, He had not any reſpect to Cain nor to 


bis Offering. The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an abo- 


mination to the Lord, Prov. 15. 8. And fo is his 
| Incenſe too, be it of what Compoſition, it will it 
ſtinks in his Noſtrils. And let us ſeriouſly think 


with our ſelves, how ſad it muſt needs be with 


a Man, when the Great and Holy God is plea- 


ſed, neither with his Perſon, nor-with any thing 


that He doth. Avtiochus was by many called E- 
| piphanes, noble, illuſtrious, but the Spirit of 


God threw Dirt upon that Glory, and ſtiled 
im a dit Perſon; Dan. a1 ?!Pdꝛ age) 
But now God hath high and honourable 
Thoughts of his People, thovgh they be mean 
and contemptible in the Eyes of others, account- 
ed no other than the Refuſe and Off ſcouring 
of the World” yet they are precious in bis ſight 
and Honourable, and He loves them, Iſa. 43.4. 
This doth evidently, and beyond all Contradi- 
tion, appear by thoſe Names which He is plea- 
ſed to give them in his Word, calling them his 
Jewels, his peculiar Treaſure, bis Portion, his Inhe- 
ritance, a Royal Diadem in his Hand, yea his Glo- 


. It is the Lord Jeſus as well as David, that 
ſpake thoſe Words in Pſalm 16. 2, 3. 0 my Son, 
thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, thou art my Lord, n y i 
Goodneſs extendeth not to thee, but to the Saints th 
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are in the Earth, and to the Excellent, in whom is 
all my Delight. Sir down, I beſecch you a while, 
and conſider with your ſelves, how great and 
amazing it is for Chriſt, who is the Lord of 
Glory, the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, un- 
to whom the Father hath committed all judge. 
ment, to call his poor People, the Excellent; 
to place in them all the Delight which he takes 
in this lower World. Without all peradventure 
this may very well be Matter as of higheſt Won— 
der, ſo of ſweeteſt Comfort, that our ever bleſ. 
ſed God and Saviour ſhould have ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe of his poor People, and accordingly of 
their Services; being held in the Galleries, with 
the Beauties of their Holineſs, as one that knew 
not how to ſtir, and raviſhed with the piercing 
Evye of their Faith, and the rich Chain of their 
Graces, and delighted. with the Voice of their 
7 Prayers and Praiſes ; counting that his delight- 
foul Muſick, which they look upon as no better 


than the Chattering of a Crane. Theſe Thoughts 
deſerve to be eſtecmed Precious. 


and 


Secondly, We are hereby to underſtand. thoſe 


Thoughts which God bath for his People. Which 
do all carry in them Riches of Grace, dearneſs 
of Love, and ſingular Kindneſs; and by theſe | 
mean, the ever to be admired Contrivances of 
his Wiſdom, and the fixed Reſolutions of his 
Heart from all Eternity. Thoſe Counſels of bis 
Vill and Holy Purpoſes, which having once had 


a being ſhall never have an End, but in an actu- 


al and complent Accompliſhment; ſince they are 
immove- 
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it immoveable and unalterable. And here let us 

„ ſpend a little Time in conſidering theſe Three 

„Things, which 1 ſhall briefly touc n. 

| Firſt, The extenſiveneſs of the Thoughts of God. 

's © How vaſtly comprehenſive they are, and how 

e, far they reach, and what a Compaſs they fetch. 

d he is thoughtful for them, and for all that is 

of Þ their's. Satan is God's Everlaſting Enemy, he 

1- Þ hates him with an implacable hatred, and envies 

e- him, and would not in the leaſt contribute to 

d bis Honour; yet he could not but own in Job 

es Þ 1.10. That God made an Hedge about Job, and 

e about his Houſe, and about all that he bad on every 

-| ide, and bleſſed the Work of his Hands, ſo that his 

- Subſtance was increaſed in the 1 and. There are 

'S & many T hings which we poor Creatures forget, 

': þ this flips vs, and that, and ſometimes Matter of 

Moment, but our God thinks of every thing, 

even the leaſt, Iſa. 49. 16. 1 have graden thee 

5 Þ «pon the Palms of my Hands, thy Walls are conti- 

VVV 

r | Secondly, Conſider the great Conde ſcention that 

there is in theſe Thoughts of God. How low he 

r | ſtoops, and doth, as it were, lay by his Maje- 

S | ty, that He may take vp and ſhew forth Love 
and Care: He looks to their little Things, the 

© Þ ſmalleſt and meaneſt of them, ſuch as we ſhonld 

not count worth the regarding. Thus he bot- 

tles their Tears that not one of them may be loſt, 

and He numbers their Hairs, that not one of 

them ſhall fall off from their Heads in Vaio, or 

without his Notice; then when the Three Chil- 

dren had been caſt into the fiery Furnace, and 

for ſometime walking there, it- was found at 

their coming out that the Hairs of their Heads 

had not been ſinged, nor had the ſmell of the 

8 VV Fire 
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Fire paſſed upon their Garments, and then 


Thirdly, Conſider how high God riſeth in theſ 


3 bis Thoughts for his People, and truly they are 
far above us, and out of our reach. We can. 
not while we are here, not till we put off theſe 
Mortal Bodies, and are taken up to Heaven; 
| nay probably, when we come and are ſeated up. 


on thoſe Everlaſting Hills, we ſhall not there 


neither take the height of God's Thoughts for! 
his Children. No, no, they will even then and! 
there be the Objects of our Admiration, but be. Þ 
vond our Comprehenſion ; too many for us to 1 
number, too high for us to reach, too big for Þ 
us too graſp. Indeed, God knoweth them him- . 
ſelf, He knoweth them all, and that perfectly; Þ 
155 And it is a ff ngular Delight to him, his Plea- Þ 
ſiure and Everlaſting Satisfaction; and accord- | 
_ ingly He ſpeaks of it, Jer. 29. 11. I know the 
Thoughts which I think toward you, You do not 
know them, and therefore your Faith is ſo lit— 
tle, and your Comforts ſo low; but I know 
them, and am fo pleas'd with them, that I will Þ 


not alter them, nor can I add to them. But it 
is altogether impoſſible for ns, or any other 


meer Creature to know them fully; ſuch Nnom- 
ledge is too wonderful for us. But thoſe that we 


do know are great and glorious, and by them 


we may judge of the reſt, and ſay as David doth 


in the Text. How precious are thy Thoughts un- 


to me, O God! Now here let us conſider God 


under a Threefold Notion, as s being 


Dy Creator. 
2 A Governour. 
3. A Redeemer. 
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1. The Thoughts of God as Creator are precious 
Jand they deſerve to be ſo. That it ſhould be 
in his Heart to call you out of nothing into Be- 
f ng, and to beſtow upon you ſo excellent a Be- 
ing as He hath done: Had He pleas'd, He could 
n;Þ have placed you among thoſe that are the meaneſt 
p- and moſt deſpicable, the bruit Beaſts that pe- 

reſÞ riſh; yea, and have made you ſome of the moſt 
or | odious and loathſome of them, as Dogs, or Ser- 
nd Þ pents, or Toads. But He hath made you Men 
e- and Women, ſome of the higheſt Rank and Or- 
to der of Creatures in this Inferiour World ; but 
or Ja little lower than the Angels, who are the 
n. Courtiers of Heaven, ſtanding always before the 

: glorious Throne of their great Lord, and de- 
a- Þ lighting themſelves in the beholding of his Face. 


— * 
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d- How exact and curious hath He been in the For- . 


he mation of your Bodies! Of this our Kingly Pro- 
ol Phet doth in this Pſalm take particular Notice, 
t- verſe 14. I am wonderfully made, and, verſe 15. 
w | 1 was made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in F 85 
i loweſt Parts of the Eartb. It is a moſt admirable 
it Þ Piece of Embroidery. Man is called a Micro- 
er | coſme, or little World; and indeed He is no leſs 
p- Þ than a World of Wonders, We are frequently 
e taken with, and ſtand admiring of ſome of the 
n Works of Men. This Limning, and that Ar- 
h | chiteQure, and a great many more: But the 
„ | Work of God in the Body of Man doth far excel 
d them all, for there is a 99825 and ſtately Fa- 
brick, where there is nothing defective, nothing 
redundant, nothing vain or ſuperfluous: But 4 
great Variety of Members, all in their right 
Shape, proper Polition and due Proportion, and 
all adapted to the ſeveral Uſes for which they 
were by the Divine Infinite Wiſdom deſi "Tow 
| 4. | OW 
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How wonderfolly (as may be by you, and hat 


deen obſerv'd by Learned Men 
Bones, Sinews, Cartilages, 


and carried through the whole for the Convey: 


ance of Blood and Spirits to all the Members « 
it; together with a great Diverſity of Colour, 
one of the Hair, another of the Eyes, another of ] 
the Checks, another of the Lips, which render 
the whole very amiable, and put upon it a ple 


ling and attractive Beauty. 


But the goodneſs of God doth 7 pecially mamiſel ' 
its ſelf in the Soul of Han, which He hath indued Þ 
and furniſhed with thoſe Three excellent and no- 


ble Faculties or Powers: Namely, the Under. 


ſttanding, and the Will, and the Afﬀed ions, giving 
him the Light of Reaſon to direct his Way, Þ 
and Knowledge to guide his Choice, and to ſteer Þ* 
his Courſe ſo as to arrive in the end at the Port 
of Happineſs; ſo that while the lower Crea- 


_ tures are fit for nothing but meaner Services, 
and lower Enjoyments, the Comforts of Senſe, 
Mamis in a Capacity of ſerving his God, and 


brioging Glory to him, capable of having and 


maintaining cloſe and intimate Communion 
with him, ſweet and delightful Enjoyment of 
him both here and hereafter, in Time and to 
Eternity. 

r Thoughts of God ſhould be very pre- 


cious to us, and they likewiſe ought to be very 
inffuential and powerful upon us; and the good 


Lord grant, that they may be ſo in ſuch away, 
and to ſuch Purpoſes as theſe. Shall I wickedly 
defile that which God bath ſo wonderfully made ? 
Shall 1 deſtroy and ruine that which He bath ſo cuti- 


ouſly mg? ? Hand God ren me ſuch a Boch oy 


) compoſed o 
of Muſcles, Fleſh, 
and Skin, the Veins and Arteries interwoven 


— - 
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1 Wt to be a Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhall I 
ate it a ſin of Sin, and a Cage of unclean Luſts, 
d a receptacle of Devils ? My Members may and 


ſhonld be Servants to Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs, 
Lind ſhall I ſo far diſhonour them as to yield them 
er vants to Uncleanneſs, and to Iniquity unto Ini- 
lquity ? Hath God given me Reaſon, and ſhall * 
rale contrary to the Principles and. Dictates there- 
er % ſo degenerating into a Bruit ? Hath God given 
a ne 4 precious and immortal Soul, commanding me to 
work out its Salvation nith fear and trembling, and 
hall live in the ſhameful neglect of it, working out 
its Damnation with Joy and Jollity, fulfilling the 
o. Mils of the Fleſh? Am I capable of enjoying God, 
V. | and Heaven, and all the Felicities of the other World, 
1 and ſhall I be totally carnal, dromn'd in Senſe, raken 
1,07 with the ſorry Enjoyments here below, the fading, 
er ſecci xing V anitics of the World, and the e 5 
rt 1, Sin that are but for a Seaſon ! O my Soul, 
a. | how unworthy is this of a Man, how contrary 
to the End of my Creation, how crols to "my: 
e, | main and Everlaſting Intereſt! . 
1d | Secondly, There are thoſc Thoughts which God - 
id bath as He is the great, Supream Kector or Gover- _ 
nuf of the Morid, and theſe likewiſe are precious. 
of As that his Government ſhould nor be altoge- 
to ther Arbitrary and Uncertain, as ſome of the 
great Ones of the Earth would fain, and with 
e- all their Hearts have theirs to be; but his is by 
y | Law, a ſtated, permanent, and Eternal LAW, ---. 
5d ſufficiently known onto them that are his Sub- SY 
y, jeAs, it having been at the firſt Written in the 
ly £ fieart of Man by the Finger of God. Indeed, 
: beſide the natural, moral Law, which ſhall ne⸗ 
„i. Jer be abrogated, but of Everlaſting Duration 
„ end Obligation; there Was a boſitive Law gi- 


ven g 


ceeaſie to be kept; viz. to keep from eating th 


All the reſt, at any Time, and in any Meaſure 
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ven out to our firſt Parents, but that was byſ!e 
One, and that one not grievous but facil an 


Fruit of one Iree, which was in the Garden ili 
Eden upon Pain of Death; when a free and ful 
Liberty was granted to him of eating of any 


when, and as He pleaſed. And as touching the 
Moral Law, which was connate with him, and 
in legible Characters ingraven upon his Heart“ 
it was fit for ſo glorious a Majeſty as God 0 
give, and ſo excellent a Creature as Man to 0. He 
bey, not any one of its Precepts being hard and [62 
burdenſome, but all of them Holy, and Juſt, ani be 
Good; all within the reach and compaſs of he hit 
Power, fo that he might eaſily have fulfilled Le 
them, and that with chearfulneſs and Delight; [ec 
| all of them being Conſonant and agreeadle to his?" 
Nature, as He came out of the Hand of God. 
There was no ſuch thing as unreaſonableneſs or Þ 
difficulty in the Law of God, no ſuch thing a 
impotency, averſeneſs or backwardneſs in the Þ 
Heart of Man. All the Commandments were I! 
and are Holy, if we conſider the Nature of them; Þ ** 
and all of them Juſt if we conlider the reaſona- Þ 
bleneſs of them, and all of them Good it we con- 
ſider the End of them; which was the Honour 


and Glory of God, together with the Peace, fel 

welfare, preſent Comfort, Future and Eternal Þ 
Happineſs of Man. But then,, th 
Thirdly, Let us conſider God as He is Redeem . 
er, and his Thoughts as ſuch cannot bur be ex- | 
ceeding precious: For Man being ſo curiouſly be 
formed by the Divine Hand, and put into ſuch a 
ſtate of Bleſſedneſs and Honour, ruled by and th 


_ obliged to the ſtrict Obſervation of ſo reaſona- 


—— Q— — — — — 


— 


— 


wichſtanding tranſgreſs it upon the Motion of 
This Wife, who had been firſt beguiled by the 
\ {Serpent and the Devil in it; and thereby diſ- 
ieas'd his Soveraign Lord, fell from his firſt 


and not only himſelt, but all his Poſterity toge- 
ther, who were in his Loins. But though Man 


this help. 


1 themſelves to find out a way for his Relief; God 


tate EDA LSS 
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ble and excellent a Law, for which He had ſuf- 
Ecient Power given him from above; did not- 


thad thus fooliſhly deſtroied bimſelf, yet in God was 
| And when He and all "the Angels in 
d. Heaven would have been at an Utter and Eter- 
rel Loſs, had they united their Counſels and ſet 


— — — c ͤ — 


Eſtate, loſt his Happineſs, and ruin d himſelf, 


1 biqſelf, who is Infinite in Wiſdom, and can at 


ed no Time and in no Caſe be at a Loſs, was plea- 


t; ſed to engage in the Work, to pitty his lapſed 


hi. (2nd undone Creature, and to repair the mar''d 


4 | Cirdle, and make up again the broken Pot-ſherds. 


or His Thoughts then were Thoughts of Mercy and 


a; | Compaſſion, of healing and railing. Now for 
the the help of your Underſtandings and Memories, 


ere! ſnall divide theſe Thoughts of God into theſe 


W Particulars.” God" 5 Thoughts were. 


elf. 


that dreadful loſs which Man had ſuſtained. 


„ 3. Thoughts of Reſtauration unto that from 
| ſetting of the broken 


oc. hich He had fallen, 
Bone, and the Bankrupt up again. 


a 4 Thoughts of confirming and kun him in 
that State unto which He ſhould be raiſed, that 


he mig not fall a ſecond Time. 


_ 1. Thoughts of Salvation, to deliver Man out 
our of that Ruin which He had brovght por him- | 


nal Wl 2. Thoughts of Reparation, and making vp 


5. 1 
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6 Preſs 6 of Gods 


1 6. Thoughts of Exaltation and Prefermen 
1 5 the advancing of him to a better, and ſure 
| State than that was which He fell from; 5 and 
certainly there is the higheſt Reaſon that can } 

for us to ſay theiſame with David in the Tex: 
| How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, O Gad. 
1 For the better e nas them to us, 1 | Tal | 
1 a little inſiſt vpon them. os 


— — — 


Firſt, Here are the Thoug bs f God 1 concern in 
Man's Salvation... Adam a0 at one ſtroke tu. 
in'd himſelf, and all that were to deſcend from . 
him in the ordinary Way of Generation. He 
ran upon that Rock, which He knew would ſplic I 
him. He knowingly did eat rank Poyſon, which 
did immediately taint and infe& the whole Mak 
of his Blood. Ina Word, in the Face of a pe. 
remptory Threatning, He deſparately venturd an 
upon the Tranſęreſſion of the Poſitive Law; ande 
thereby brought upon himſelf a Curſe, and be. 
came liable to Death, the worſt of Death, all 
. forts of Death, both Temporal, Spiritual, and | ſit 
i= Eternal. But ſaith God, here is a Company of fm 
il _ theſe poor Creatures that | will have Mercy up- te 
on, and extend Favour and Kindneſs to, though {ſt 
they do not deſerve it, yet I will ſhew it freely; fa 
. the Bowels of my Compaſſion do Work and 5. 
I! yearn over them, my repentings are kindled to- H 
* gether, for l am God and not Man: Though my 41 
| | 2 Threatning be gone forth, yet I will remember uw 
iS Mercy ; and as the World ſhall feel that 1 am in 
is Righteous, ſo they ſhall find that I am Graci- It 
1 ous; and know how to Pardon as well as to Pu- 
Wl niſh. They have indeed provoked me unto hp? 
|| Wrath, but ! will not ſtir up all my Wrath, nor 
= will I execute the fierceneſs of it. So much ſhall 
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it break out as will Praiſe me, and ſnew how much 

e lam an Enemy to. Sin, and how much I ſtand 
upon mine Honour, but the remainder of it 1 
will reſtrain. The Devil hath ſhewa himſelf an 
Enemy to me and my Creatures, and had he had 
bis Will, I ſhould not have an Angel in Heaven 
to ſerve me, nor a Man on Earth to enjoy me; 


ſer of his End, his Expectation ſhall be in great 
„ Meaſure diſappointed, The Seed of the Woman 
Hall break the Serpent's Head. 

Though tlieſe have loſt themſelves, 1 will have 

them ſought by him who is infinitely Wiſe, and 

ſaved by him who is mighty to fave. Though 
they have brought Ruine upon themſelves, I will 


pe. be prevented.” They ſhall ſmart for their Sin, 


bort! will ſee that He ſhall not. be fully the . 


take Care that their utter and final Ruine ſhall 


1 and know and feel their Sorrow, that it was an 


nd {evil thing and bitter, that they have forſakeg and 
he. diſobey ed me, and that my Fear was not before 
| their Eyes; but they ſhall not Die for it, they 


ind {hall not be Damned for it. Though the threat 5 


of ning be gone out of my Mouth, and the Sen- 


up. tence paſt; yet as to theſe, 1 will prevent and 
1h ſtop the Execution. Though they be greatly 


ly; fallen, fallen from their Primitive Rectitude, 
1nd (Beauty and Glory, from their Holineſs and 


to- Happineſs, fallen from their Enjoyment of me, : 


my Land Communion with me; yet they ſhall not fall 
ber Nitrecoverably, not into the bottomleſs Pit, not 
into the loweſt Abyſs of Miſery, from whence + 
there is no return. No, no, I will deliver them 
om going down thither, for I have found à Ran- 
me for them, Job 33.24. Let him be puniſhed, 
aich the Law, for He is a Tranſgreſſor. Let 
im n be damned, ſaith ſtrict . for He hath 
8: de- 


= 
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deſerved it. Let him have his Place and Porti. 


on together with us, ſay the Devils, for He iÞ 
become like one of us. Let him be ſcorched in 
our Flames, who hath brought ſo much Fewef 
to the Fire; no, faith Mercy, 1 will yer faveſÞ 

Fim. | 

Now. certainly, theſe Thovghts concerning 
our Salvation deſerve to be precious in our Ac - 


count, they were a delight to God himſelf, aud 


to the Son of God ; though he knew how charge 
able that Salvation would be, and how much i: 
would ſtand him in, Prov. 8. 28, 29, 30, 31. Wha 
he eſtabliſhed the Clouds above, when He ſtrengthen ; 
ed the Fountains of the deep ; when He gave to the 
Sea bis Decree, that the Waters ſhould not paſs bu 
Commandment, when He appointed the Foundation 
of the Earth. Then I was by him as one broupli ; 
up with him, and I was daily bis Delight, rejoicm 
always before him. Now obſerve what follows 
rejoicing in the habitable Part of the Farth, and m6 


Delights were with the Sons of Alen. Bur hoy 


could He delight in the Sons of Men? What 
Pleaſure could He take in them? None as the 
were Apoſtate ſinful and fallen Creatures, nor: 
as they were miſerable, ruin'd, and undone 


none as they were become Enemies to him ant 


Rebels againſt him. This woful Alteration u 
them, this degeneracy made the Lord repent tha 


He had made Man, and it grieved him at the 
very Heart. But it delighted him to think tha 
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for all that He ſhould ſave him, and that Ke} 


ſhould ſo much baffle the Devil i in his grand De. 
ſign; and not only that Man ſhould be ſaver, 
but that it ſhould be brought to paſs in ſuch 1 
ſtupendous and unthought-of Way, in ſuch : 
Way as would amaze and aſtoniſh Wer 
or 
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World, both Angels and Men, and raiſe in 
them Eternal Admirings both of the greatneſs of 
© his Wiſdom, and the Riches of his Grace. This 
did afford unto God our Saviour not only one 
ſingle, ſhort and tranſient delight, but a great 
and permanent one; there is in this one thing, 
2 Compoſition of Delights; and therefore He 
ſpeaks of it in the Plural Number, my Delights 
were among the Sons or Men; this one thing 
did afford him many and great Delights: He 
delighted in it often and often before He took 
| unto him our Nature, and when He was mani- 
feſted in the Fleſh; and ſince too, yea, it will 
be the Matter of Evcrlaſting Delight; and ſince 
theſe Thoughts have been, and are fo pleaſant 
to God, they may well be precious to us 
© Secondly, There are the Thoughts of God concern 
| ing Mans Reparation. Sin had brought moſt 
dreadful Ruine upon Man, but God had it in his 
Heart to raiſe him again out of thoſe Ruines; 
Man at his firſt Formation was a moſt excellent 
piece, a Veſſel of Honour, but Sin came and de- 
| fac'd the Beauty of it, and brake it in pieces: 
But the great and gracious God was reſolved to 
ſet his Hand to the Work again, and to mend 
| what Sin had marr'd, and to fit thoſe broken 
Pot-ſherds of the Earth for Service and Honour. 
In a Word, Sin defac'd the Beauty of Man and 
turned the Nazarite into an Ethiopian, ſpoil'd 
him of that Divine Image, which was at the firſt 


Iaſtampt, and in which his Glory did conſiſt. 


But God had it in his Heart to repair that Image 


again, and to draw it a freſh upon him; yea, 
and that in more lively and Orient Colours than 


before, There is a better and fairer Image of 


God in Chriſt than ever was to be ſeen in Adam 
. while 
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while he continued in his Primitive State, and 


in his higheſt Perfection; He that was the 


Eternal and only begotten Son of God, and was 


pleaſed to humble himſelf ſo much, and to con- | 


deſcend ſo far as to take unto him our Nature, 


vas, and continueth to be the Brightneſs of buf 
Fathers Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
Heb. 1. 3. And He doth by the mighty Power 


of his Eternal Spirit, working by and with the 


Everlaſting Goſpel, change his People into the 
Image of God from Glory to Glory, 1 Cor. 3. 


18, Whence we read of their putting on the 


new Man, which is renewed in Knowledge after the 
Image of him that created him, Col. 3.10. It is] 

renewed, i. e. it is made over again, that which! 
was antiquated and deformed is reſtored to its 


ancient Form, Lovelineſs and Beauty. Thus He 


cauſeth, as the Scripture ſpeaks, Old Things to 
paſs away, and all Things to become new. This is 


the Work of God in Time, and a moſt bleſled 
Work it is, done by Infinite and Omnipotent 


Grace, maugre all that mighty Oppoſition which 
is made to it from within and from without; | 
and it is done in purſuance of Gods Eternal 
Thovghts, ſuch was his gracious Purpoſe, and Þ 


ſuch is his glorious Performance; Rom. 8. 29. 


Whom He did fore know, He alſo did predeſtinate, 


to be conformed to the Image of bis Son; like him 


in his Sufferings, and like him in his Spirit and Diſ- 
poſition; and like him in his Honour and Ad- 
vancement: For as they ſuffer with him, ſo they 


ſhall Reign with him; and as they are now Par- 


takers of his Grace, ſo one Day they ſhall be 
of his Glory, ſitting with him vpon his Throne. 
And hence likewiſe we read, Gal. 4. 19. Of Chriſt 


being formed in his People, they have Sin in them; 
Po on © 75 
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yea, and they have Chriſt in them too. Chriſt 
living and reigning in them. He is in them a 
2; {Principle of Life, and by Conſequence the Hope 
1. Jof Glory. 3; i gy Ou 
| Now theſe Thoughts of God may very well 
be precious to us; for God might juſtly have ba- 
n niſh'd all Mankind from him with utter loathing 
er and abhorrency, as thoſe whom his Mind coul 
he (not be toward: Since they had loſt all their 
ze {Goodneſs and Beauty, they might have loſt. 
3, Dall his Love and Liking; ſince his Image which 
j, bad been upon them was now quite gone, he 
he might have ſaid, e'en let them go too; yea, let 
js {chem go into Perdition. But He hath in Wrath 
-þ remembred Mercy, and his gra.ions Purpoſe 
ts and Reſolution, was to renew his Image upon 
je them; and to do ir more and more, till it be 
_ Tz TEES oo. 
is And this is that which Accents the Mercy, and 
d renders it far more precious and worthy of Ad- 
nt miration; that this is not a common Mercy, nor 
ch extended unto all. God hath had theſe Thoughts 
t: | for you, and not for many others in the World; 
al! there is a peculiar Kindneſs in this, it is a di- 
id ſtinguiſhing Favour. How many Thouſands in 
9. the World are there whom God hath paſt by, 
e, whom He hath left to live and die in their Sins, 
m and in their Deformity ; and to degenerate more 
. and more, and wax worſe and worſe till they ſtink 
d- | above Ground, and there is no Place but Hell 
ey | At to receive them. As one of the Apoſtles, 
7- ¶ Judas not Iſcariot ſaid to our Saviour, John 14. 
de 22. Lord, how is it, that thou wilt mamfeſt thy ſelf 
e | «nto us, and not unto the World ? So may you iy, 
Lord, how is it, that thou doſt entertain ſuch 
Thoughts ? That thou haſt ſuch gracious Purpo- 

— 7 OE I 


— 4 — — ra a9 


— — 


22 The Precionſneſs of God's 


ſes concerning me, and not concerning, others? 
There is ſuch a Wiſe Man, but thou haſt not 


revealed Chriſt to him; nor led him into the 


Myſteries of the Goſpel. There is ſuch a great 
Man, but thou putteſt him off with the little 
Things of the World, and gives him his Porti- 


on in this Life; thou haſt not had theſe. houghts, 
this Kindneſs for many Princes and Noble, 
How came it to paſs that thou haſt them for 
me? Surely it is not becauſe | am better than 
they, or have deſerved better at thine Hands; 
for lam a ſmall Part of the ſame corrupt Maſs, | 
brought into the World the ſame depraved Na. 
ture; 1 have been acted by the fame vitiou iſ 
Principles, I have led the ſame irregular Life. 
Not unto me, Lord, not unto mc, but unto thy 


Name do I give all the Glory, even fo it is, Fa- 


ther, becauſe it pleaſed thee! Therefore T 
: hath left upon Record that humble and thank fu 
Acknowledgment, 2 Tim. 1. 9. He bath ſaved u 


and called us with an Holy Calling, not according to 
our Works, but according to his own Purpoſe and 


Grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the! 


World beg an. 


Thirdly, There are the Thous obts of God concern. 
ing Mans Reſtoration, He reſtoreth my Soul, ſaid 


David, Pſalm 23. 3. When the Soul is faintin; 
he recovers it out of its Spiritual Swoons, and 
when it hath loſt it ſelf and gone aſtray, He re- 
duceth and brings it back out of its "ſpiritual 
Wanderings; when the Soul is weak, God 
ſtrengthens it, and when fallen, he raiſeth it 
This our gracious God had from Eternity in his 
Thoughts to do for his People, yea, for all of 
them. Now here it may be asked, To what doth 


God reſtore them? To which I Anſwer, not to 


7 
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an earthly Paradiſe, Our firſt Parents were dri- 


ven out of for their Sin in eating of the forbid- 


den Fruit, and into that, neither they themſelves 


did, nor ſhall any of their Poſterity ever re-en- 
ter. Man being once caſt out, there were Che- 
rubims placed with a flaming Sword, which turn- 
ed every way to keep him out: Inſtead öf a Pa- 


radiſe, or Garden of Pleaſure, this World will 


| be a Wilderneſs unto the Chil dren of God while 
they continue in it; where they will find the 
Serpent hiſſing, Lions roaring vpon them, Beaſts 
of Prey worrying them, and Briars and Thorns 


wounding and tearing them, 


{ Neither arethey while here, and in their Non- 
age and Minority reſtored to that Primitive Per- 
| fetion, Beauty and Glory, which by their Sin they 
had loſt, But as their Iofirmities, Weakneſles, , 
| Diſtempers, afflicting Aches and tormenting Pains | 
remain in their Bodies, which extort from them 

dolorous Complaints; and are the Harbingers 


and Fore-runners of Death the King of Terrours, 


who ſooner or later, when He hath reccived 
| Commiſſion will ſeize upon them and carry them 
bence. So there are remaining Imperfections, 
| Diſeaſes and Deformitics in their Souls; a great 
deal of Darkneſs covering their Underſtandings, 
much Corruption in their Natures, refractori- 


neſs in their Wills, and diſorder and inordina— 
cy in their Affections, Fleſh luſting agaiaſt the 
Spirit, a Law in the Members warring againſt 
the Law in their Minds; and too calily, and too 


frequently bringing them into Captivity; and 
beſides all theſe, perplexing Doubts, diſquieting 


Fears, and diſmal Apprehenſions, which excced- 
ingly imbitter Life unto them, and render it a 


Burden. Yet the Thoughts of God have been 
C 4 for 
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ſedneſs, and this may well render them precioyÞ 
to us. 3 


ring Peace to his People. Peace with himſelf. Hef 
Vas fixedly reſolved to have Reconcihation made 
between him and them. Now this Word, Re. 


That there was ſuch a bleſſed Time, as that 


Falling out, whatever Kindneſs, and Familiari- 
ty, and Intimacy, and Intercourſe, and Expreſ- 
ſions of mutual Love there had been; there was 1 
now a Diſtance, at which they ſtood from one J 2 
another. Man ſtood at a diſtance from God, 11 
He was now turned an Enemy to him, was a- J 

| 


This Word, Reconciliation, ſpeaks the healing of 


—— 


— 


— 


for the reſtoring to his People, and that eve 
in this Life theſe two Things, Peace, and Bie. v. 


Firſt, Gods Eternal Thoughts have been for reſto. I 


conciliation doth carry in it, and leads us to the 
Conſideration of theſe Three Things, Fir, 


therein was Love and Amity; thus it was aÞ1y 
firſt, in the State Man was created, there wasz ne 


perfect Harmony and compleat Agreement. No 


ſuch Thing as Enmity, no Quarrel, no Jarring, Þ nj 
not the leaſt Diſcord nor Ditlike; God waz] he 


pleas'd with Man, and Man again was pleasd 


O1 

with God, God ſaw his Likeneſs to be in Man, I he 

and Man ſaw his Happineſs to be in God; to th 
Teconcile Perſons, doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe a Þþ nz 
Friendſhip and Kindneſs that formerly had been pe 


between them. Secondly, This Word, Reconci- Þ 
liation, doth alſo plainly intimate to us a Breach Þ 
that had been between them; a Quarrel, and Þ T 


fraid of him; and did what he could to hide from 
him, though to do that was a Thing impoſſible, 


On the other ſide, God was Angry with Man 
and drove him out of the Garden. Thirdly, 


the Wound, and the making up of the Breach a- 
ny en FO 
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gain; either the actual effecting of it, or the ha- 
ving it in Purpoſe and Deſign; And this the | 
{ Heart of God is very much ſet upon, and hath | 
been ſo from all Everlaſting. Though He is an | 
70. implacable Enemy to Sin, for He cannot endure 1 
He to behold it; yet He is willing to be reconciled 
ide to Sinners, yea not only willing to be reconciled, 
e. but likewiſe active toward it, 2 Cor. 5. 19. God 
he was in Chriſt, reconciling the World unto himſelf. 
„This hath been the grand Plot of God, his Ma- 
dat ſter Deſign, and his Heart hath been exceeding- 
at ly ſet upon tt, as the main, and principal Thing 
Sq next to bis own Glory; an isheing ſo much in 
No Þ his Heart, He was reſolved to break through all 
„ Þ Difficulties, and to ſtick at no Charges, it mould 
4 Þ be brought to paſs whatever it ſtood in him. In 
order thereunto, there was a Council called and 
n, F held in Heaven, between JFehovah and the Branch, 
to the Father and the Son; this was the Determi- 
a F nation, this the Agreement, this the Father pur- 
en poſed, and with his Purpoſe the Son heartily 
„and readily complied ; that Peace ſhould be 
ch made, that Chriſt ſhovld be the Maker of it. 
d This Man ſhall be the Peace, there is none elſe 
. that can, therefore He ſhall, He ſhall undertake 
„it, and he ſhall accompliſh it. And rather than 
He ſhall fail in the Work, He ſhall Die in it, 
e and fo he did; and though He laid down his 
„ Life, He did not loſe his End; He died, but he 
died a Conquerour. Principalities and Powers 
were ſpoil'd, the Wall of Partition was broken 
down, the Enmity was ſlain, and Peace was made 
by the Blood of bis Croſs, Col. 1. 20. The Blood 
„ of Jeſus was a pure Blood, having nothing of taint 
in it; and a precious Blood of an ineſtimable Va- 
„he, and a prevailing Blood, by that the Law is 
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offended and provoked Juſtice is ſatisfied as y 
its demands. The Blood of Jeſus is of Soveraig 


and moſt admirable Virtue, ſpeaking better 


Things than the Blood of Abel; a purifying Blood 


in it is the Fountain open'd for Sin and for Un. 
 cleanneſs, a pacifying Blood, and that both to 21 
angry God, and a ſtorming Conſcience; ant 
a a purchaſmg Blood, by which we enter into 
the holieſt of all, with boldneſs, now by Faith 


and Prayer, and after Death in our Perſons. [1 


a2 Word, this Blood was the Happy Cement, 
this ſet Things to right again. 
Secondly, Gods Everlaſting Thoughts were for ti: 
reſtoring of his People unto Happineſs. By the Fall 
We were all made ſinful throughout, in the Facul- 
ties of our Souls, and in the Members of our 


Bodies ; and by Conſequence we were made de- 


ſervedly miſerable throughout, both in Time 
and to Eternity. Therefore our gracions God, 


who is the great Repairer of Breaches hath had 


it in his Mind and Heart, to relieve his People 
as to both; and to make a perfect Cure, to de- 
liver them from their Sinfulneſs and Miſery too; 
to make them Holy and Happy. By Holineß, 


to qualifie and fit them for Happineſs, and then 
to put them into the actual Poſſeſſion of it. It 


the doing hereof, he is pleas'd in Infinite Wiſ- 
dom to take Time, and proceed gradually. Nei- 
ther of theſe excellent Works is perfected here, 


yet both of them are begun here; and as they are 
begun, ſo they are carried on, though in ſome 
Perſons, and at ſome times more eminently and 
more ſenſibly than at others; their Holineſs is 


begun here, and fo is their Happineſs. The 
Foundation is laid by the Divine Hand, and there 
is a Building upon it. 55 1 


If 


If it be asked, wherein theſe Conſiſt. I An- 
ſwer briefly, Their Holineſs conſiſts in their 


Conformity to God, and their Happineſs conſiſts 
in their Communion with him, and Enjoyment 
of him; and all theſe Things are begun here. 
In this Life they are born again from above, 
and of God, in this they are made Partakers of 


his Holineſs, and of a Divine Nature: Here 
there is a cleanſing of them from the filthineſs 


both of Fleſh and Spirit, and the perfecting of 
their Holineſs ; to the doing hereof, they them- 
ſelves contribute by their own repeated endea- 
| yours, which are made ſucceſsful and proſpe- 
rous by the powerful Concurrence of God him- 
ſelf, Phil. 1. 6. Being Confident of this very thing, 
that He which hath begun à good Work in you will 

| perform it, until the Day of Jeſus Chriſk, 
Then as for their Happineſs, that likewiſe is 
begun in this Life; here they have an Intereſt in 
God, though every one of them hath not always 
the Aſſurance of it. They all ſtand in a filial 
Relation to him, though ſometimes they want 
the Evidence, and are not able to prove it to 
their own Satisfaction. A Child of Light may 

walk in Darkneſs, yea, poſlibly in Midnight. 
But there is ſometimes a Beam of Light darted 
into them, and raviſhing Joy accompanies it. 
The Lord is the Portion of mine Inheritance, ſaid 
David, Pſalm 16.5. And fo ſaid Aſaph, Pſalm 


73. 26. When He had his afflictive Exerciſes, 


My Fleſh and my Heart fails, but God is the 
Strength of my Heart and my Portion for ever. 


Yea, and fo ſaid the diſtreſſed Church, in the 


midſt of her bitter Lamentations, Chap. 3. 24. 
And this may be the Language, this the Com- 


And 


fort of all the Saints, 
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they are here they have Communion with him, 
thovgh it be too ſhort, too much broken, and 
too often interrupted. Enoch walked with Gol, 
and ſo did Noah, and ſo have all the Saints don: i 
In their ſeveral Generations. John was able 0 
give this bleſſed Account of himſelf, and other, 
of them in his Day; John 1. 1. Truly our Fellon. 


A Twofold Fellowſhip they had, a Fellowiny 
5 of Intereſt, and a Fellowſhip of Friendſhip. 


would have it, yet ſo ſweet as they would na 
upon any Terms be without it. Curſed be th Nef 
Aan, ſaid the Noble Italian Marqueſs GALE 


ins experienced the ſame? Speak what you found, 
and as you have found. What comfortable Eu- B 


in God, ſometimes in your Retirements; when he 
in your Cloſets, could you not ſay, / am not 
alone, for my God and Father is with me. Some- er 
times in your Families, when Two or Three If 


And as they have an Intereſt in God, ſo whil 


ſhip is with the Father, and with his Son Feſus Chriſ. 


Yea, and more, they have their Enjoyment of 
God too; though not ſo full as they gladly 


Alus, that counteth all the World worth on D, 
| Hours Communion with Jeſus Cbriſt. Hear what jj, 
the enamoured Spouſe ſaith in Cant. 2. 3, 4. 4 5 
the Apple-Tree among the Trees of the Wood, ſo it o 


my Beloved among the Sons. I ſate down under bis Ti 


Shadows with great Delight, and bis Fruit was ſweet th: 


to my Taſte : He brought me to the Banquetting 
Houſe, and his Banner over me was Love, Have 
not you, who are ſerious and gracious Chriſti. Ti 


joyment have you had of God, and of your ſelves 


have been together 1 in his Name, could you not |f ;, 


ſay, Chriſt was in the midſt o of you; and ſome- ft 
times when you have been in the Publick Aſſem- tl 
blies, now at a Sermon ſpeaking Comfort to you; fly 


and 
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and then at a Sacrament, ſealing his Covenant 
and ſhedding abroad his Love in your Hearts. 
This is indeed the Happineſs of a Perſon, to 
pave God for his Portion, and to know that He 
hath ſo; Pſalm 144. 15. Happy is that People, 
hoſe God is the Lord. And the more cloſe Com- 
union with this God any are admitted into, 
the fuller Enjoyment of him they are bleſſed. 
with while in their Paſſage thorough this Wil- 
det neſs, the greater muſt the Comfort of their 
Lives needs be, and the higher their Satisfati- 
lon: That is the Third Thing about which the 
[Thoughts of God concerning his choſen People 
have been from Eternity imploied, viz. Their 
Reſtauration to their loſt Peace and Happineſs. 

{ Fourthly, There are the Thoughts of God con- 


eerning his Peoples Confirmation in that State of | 


Bleſſedneſs unto which He would advance them. He 


would not only raiſe them, but alſo fix them; and 
ſo prevent their falling at the ſame Rate a ſecond 
Time. Vov have frequently read and heard, 


that Man was at the firſt put into a very Hap- 
py and Honourable Condition; ſo that he need- 


ed not to have envied the Angels themſelves. 
They were indeed the Top of the Creation, 


and Man was but a little lower than they. 
But He was not confirmed in that State, He had 


given him a Power to ſtand, which He might 
have uſed if He would, and fo reſiſted the Po-,]-- 
er, and defeated the Deſign of his proud and 
envious Enemy. But He was not above the poſ- 
ſibility of falling. God was pleaſed to leave him 

to himſelf, and to the Liberty of his own Will; 
He might ſtand if he would, or fall if he would; 
though his Condition was good and high, yet it 
was not ſure, but mutable; and He being Fu = 


——— — 
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created Power. „ 
I his being the Fruit of Sin, and the deplorz. 


left, quickly threw himſelf down Headlong fron 
that heighth of Bliſs unto which He had hee 
raiſed out of nothing, into a deep Abyſs of Mi. 


ſery and Wo, out of which He could never 


have been recovered by his own, or any other 


ble Caſe of all the World; it was in the Hear: 


f God, and Purpoſe to raiſe ſome out of it; 


and to ſet them up again, and to make ſure 


Work for them. And to this End, He doth not 
put all into their Hands as at firſt he did into 
Adams, who ſquander'd it away, and immedi. 
ately turn'd Bankrupt, but He hath put all in. 
do the Hand of Chriſt, They are in the Hand of 
Chriſt and ſo are ſafe, all Power is in the Hand 
of Chriſt and that upholds them; all fulneſs for 
their Supply is in the Hand of Chriſt and there 
it dwells. They themſelves ſhall have ſome- 
thing as they need, and as their Occaſions re. 
gquire; Grace for Grace, ſome now and ſome a. 
= non; ſome helps for doing that Job of Work, 
ſome for bearing ſuch an Affliction, and ſome i 

for reſiſting ſuch a Temptation; God will Sup- 

ply all their Needs, and give in to them accord- 

ing to their ſeveral Uſes; but they ſhall not have 

all ar once, leſt they have nothing long, their 
main Stock is in the Hand of Chriſt. There it 

is lodg'd, there it abides, Col. 1. 19. It bath plea- 

ſed the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, 
And God hath not only put their Stocks into the 


Hand of Chriſt, ſo that they cannot be beggar'd, 


but He hath likewiſe put their Perſons (as I juſt 


now hinted ) into the ſame gracious and power- 


ful Hand, ſo that they cannot be loſt. As our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is truſted for them ſo with 


her 
thin 
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hem, with all they have and with them too; | 
enf;bine they mere and thou gaveſt them me, to 1 
l. Nock after them and to keep them; this is the || 
er Naeclared Will of the Father, that of all thoſe. bee 
er bath given his Son He ſhould loſe none, but ſee 

t forth-coming and raiſe it up at the Laſt Day, +147 


2. Jin a good Condition, and to Acceptance, ſo as 
mo be found to Praiſe and Honour; and this 


t; Chriſt underſtands and knows full well, and he = 
ne is pleas'd with this Will of his Father, and will —— 

ot take all due Care to ſee it done, and He is a- — 
to ble to do it: Among all other Things neceſſary || 


li. N to the Work, there is one that doth greatly fit -— 
n- and accompliſh him for it, viz. the perfect — 
of Knowledge that He hath of all the Perſons that 

nd are committed to his Charge, John 10. 14. J am 

or the good Shepberd, and know my Sheep; diſtinctly, 
re perfectly, and as Chriſt thus knows them, fo  _} 
e- © doth the Father too, who is the great Lord ang 
e- | Owner of them; and He expects that every one 1 
a- of them ſhould be raiſed up at the Laſt Day, car- 


K ried through all Difficulties and Dangers, and | 
ne brought home to his Fold and Glory. Thus 1 
p- God was from all Eternity firmly reſolved to 
d- make ſure Work for his choſen People. He || 
e did not only chooſe them, nor did he only order 
ir their being effectually Called, nor only take Care - 
it that they ſhall be waſhed, and juſtified, and ſan= | 
4. Qified, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus, and by |] 
ll, J the Spirit of our God; but He will alſo have HH 
he them confirm'd and ſettled, brought into a good = 
d, | Condition and fixed in it. Angels fell, and A. | 
it dam fell, and that was enough, God would have 


+ 2B. , 7 ,,, ²˙ VVV i a 
ur God is reſolved that his choſen People ſhall not 
th fall paſt a recovery. The Election obtains, and all | | 

Sn as r =! 


32 The Preciouſueſs of God's 

thoſe that it obtains it will maintain. Chr 
builds his Church, and every Saint in it upon 
the Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſhall never pre. 
_ vail againſt it. Thoſe that the Father hath jj. 
ven to Chriſt fhall come to him, He draws them, 
and being drawn they come, "and as they are 
brought in by the Divine Power, ſo by the ſame 
0 ot they are kept thorough Faith to Salvati. 
Fall indeed they may ſometimes into Error 
po} ſometimes into Sin, but they ſhall not fal 
into Perdition, not into Hell. 

Hence it is, that God is ſaid not 9017 to a. 
| noint his people, but alſo to eſtabliſh them, 
2 Cor. 1.21, He that ſtabliſheth us with you in Chrif, 
and hatb anointed us is God. A Learned and Ho- 
ly Man hath this Obſervation. Thoſe Alters. 
tions which God is pleaſed to make, are for the 
better. What He made at firſt was very Good, 
but when He ſet his Hand to the Work again, | 


was better. The State of Grace in which Saint. 


2 fatal oröfchrom; if they were built 10 "a 
0 


are, is better than the State of Nature in which! 


Adam was. The new Creation is better than ap 
the old one. The new Heavens and the new ide 
Earth in which Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell, will Þ 


be far better than the preſent World that lieth 
in Wickedneſs. And as God makes better Work, 
ſo He makes ſurer Work; and therefore He ſta 
bliſheth his People in Chriſt. He builds them, and 
He ſtabliſheth them too, and to that end He 
builds them upon Chriſt, if they were built up- 
on other Things, they might eaſily be prevailed 
againſt; if they were built upon Men, they 
would not be ſafe; Adam ſtood upon his own 
Legs and was ſoon tript UP, the Subtilty of a 
Serpent, and the Fawning of a Woman gave him 


now they ſhall ſtand, for ence in Chriſt and ever 
„ We Re Hg 8 


———— — 
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gels they would not be ſafe neither; for even 
they in themſelves are mutable Creatures; ſome 
of them, yea, a great number did fall, and o- 
thers might had they not been confirmed by 
Grace. God chargeth them with Folly, | for 
though there be not in them adual Folly, yet 
there is potential, if they were built upon any thing 

in the World they would not be ſafe, but in 
Danger of falling: Therefore in his Infinite Wiſ 
dom, Goodneſs and Love, God hath built them _ | 
upon Chriſt, and ſtabliſned them in Chriſt; and 


ik4i n + 
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Fifthly aud; Laſtly, Tbere are the, Thoughts of 
God concerning the Advancement of bis People\to,a 
State of Goty at the /aft, ; Our Saviour 25 told 
NI 


Glory 
He wil 


they continued during Innocency, but it fell u 


| were only in an earthly Paradife, but when th 


any further or greater Good for them to delit 
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laid vp and referved in the other World fe 
them that Love him; ſhonld an Angel or gloj, 
 _ Hed Saint come down from that bleſſed Regin 
of Light, and Life, and Love; He could not fil. 
Iy deſcribe it to us, for it is too big for Words. 
That without peradventure was a bleſſe 
ſweet, and excellent Condition, in which on 
fFirſt Parents were put by God; and in whit 


ſpeakably ſhort of that which is to come. The 


Saints have done their Work, and finiſhed the 
Courſe, they ſhall be taken into an Heavenly or 
In that there was one Tree forbidden them, by 
in this all will be their own. In that there w. 
aà Serpent and a Devil in it, but in this there ſhi 
be nothing to endanger or offend. They wen 
but upon Earth, theſe ſhall be in the Habitat 
on of Gods Holineſs and Glory. They were ti 
have but a Viſit from God now and then, br 
| theſe ſhall ever be with the Lord; ſatisfied wit 
his likeneſs, and delighting themſelves in the ht 
holding of his Face in Righteouſneſs. They hi 
ſomething elſe to do beſides converſing with Got 
being put into the Garden to dreſs it, and! 
keep it; whereas the whole Buſineſs and Er 
ployment of Saints in Heaven will be to conter 
plate the Glory of God, and to ſpeak and fu 
his Praiſe, and to delight themſelves in him. 
What ſhal] I ſay ! The Eternal Thoughts 
| God concerning his choſen Ones, are to rall 
and advance them to the utmoſt Degree of Pe: 
fection that they are capable of: So that thi 
ſhall not be any want for them to complain, 9 


All thoſe Veſſels of Honour ſhall be filled * 
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the Brim, and have as much Grace and Qlory as 
they can hald, and that without any fear of lo- 

What the Saints have of God hee, is very 


juſt begins to dawn and open its Eye-lids is to 


fuch. an Expreſſion as this in our Text, Hom pre- 


preciouſneſs of theſe Thoughts, and render them 


and ſueh as are fpirited like him. And they 
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ſweet and pleaſant to them; the ſmiles of his 
Face, the light of his Countenance puts Gladneſs 
into their Hearts: A Day in his Caurts is in their 
Eſteem, better than a Thauſand in the Tents of 
Wickedneſs; but what are the Joies af Faith to 
beſ the Joies of Sight? What is ſitting at Chriſt's 
Feet in an Ordinance, to a fitting with him up- 
on his Throne? That which is now, is no more 
to that Which ſhall be, than a Candle is to the 
dun; or a drop to the Ocean; or the firſt Fruits 
to the full Harveſt; or the Morning when it 


the Sun, when he hath by unweatied Steps a- 
ſoended aud artived at his Meridian height and 
# luſtre, and doth befriend this Inferiour World 
vith his brighteſt Beams and maſt reviving In- 
flaences. Now the Saints are the Children of 
God, and the Heirs of God; now they have the 
Image of God, and the Spirit of Chriſt ; bat it dab 
30% vot yet appear mhat they {hall be, 1 John Chap. 3. 
All xhis that I have ſpoken, and abuadance more 
than hath entred into the Heart of Man hath 
been in the Heart and Thought, in the Counſel 
end Putpoſes of God; and therefore no wonder, 
that ſuch a Man as David was, breaks out into 


ious are thy Thoughts unto me, O Ged! Now 
there are Three Things which contribute to the 


ſoexeeeding valuable in the Account of David, 


bz: = he 
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8 The Perſon whoſe Thoughts tier are, 


2. The Subject Matter of the Thoughts. 
3. The Perſons concerned in them. 


Firſt, Let us conf} der the Perſon whoſe "Tho ö 
they are, who it is, in whoſe Mind and Heanif 
they have their Being and Abode, They anf 
not the Thoughts of ſome mean, inconſiderable 
and contemptible Creature; but the Thovghi 
of 'the Great, Holy, Infinite, and Unchangez 
ble God. So we have it in the Text, How pre 


cious are Thy Thoughts unto me, O God! The) 
are precious when I confider n hat they are, th 
are ſuch Thoughts; and yet much more preci 


. onus, when 1 conſider whoſe they, are, even thin 


O God! We need not much Care what Thought 
ſome have of us, what Judgment they have, 


what Sentence they paſs upon us, whether it b 


. Good or Evil, to our Honour or Reproach, be. 
cauſe they are ſhort-lighted, and liable to Er: 


rour and Miſtake; nor need we be much con- 
cerned or trouble our ſelves, whether they thigi 


to do us a Kindneſs, or a Prejudice; beczul: 


their Arm is ſhort, and their Power little. Bur 
it is a main Thing, and of higheſt, yea, Ever. 
laſting Importance, what a Man is in th 


Thoughts of God. 
What did it avail. 7 liab 1 ane Was ta. 


: ken with him, and ſaid, Surely the Lo*ds anvintcii 
is before me? when God immediately ſaid, Lo 


not on his Countenance, nor on the heighih of by 
Stature, for I have refuſed him. What did it avail 
the fooliſh Virgins, that the Wiſe admitted then 
into Communion: with them, when the Bride- 
-groom- ſhut the Door. againſt them, und 100 
them, He knew them nt : 75 
On the other hae, what though none of the 


Ruler 


— - — 
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Rulers believed in Chriſt, the Builders rejected 

Him ; and the generality of the People could fee 

no form nor Comelineſs in him, for which He 
would be deſired, ſo long as God himſelf did de- 
clare by a Voice from Heaven, that He was his 
peloved Son, in whom He was pleaſed. Paul 
aich, 1 Cor. 4. 3, 4. With me, it 1s a very ſmall 
thing that 1 r be judped of vou, or of Mans 
Hudg ment; yea, I judge not mine own ſelf, for 1 
tom nothing by my ſelf, yet am 1 not thereby juſti- 
ed, He that judgeth me is the Lord. And every 


Man is that which He is in Gods Rate- book. 


We read in /ſalm 94. 11. The Lord krowerb - 
the Ti bought: of Men, that they are vain. They 
have vain Judgments of Perſons and Things, 
vain Opinions, vain Confidences, vain Hopes, 
and Expectations. Yea, there is a great deal of 
Vanity in the Minds and Thoughts of the wiſeſt 
and beſt Men. Some of their Thoughts are in- 
jodicious and miſtaken, others are fluttering and 
K unſtable, But the Thoughts of God are not ſo, 
but every one like himſelf; all of them ſpeak his 
Infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom, and have a 
Beauty and Glory in them. Hence He alw 9 is 
in one Mind. He doth not change and vary as 
Man doth, there is no Contradiction, nor In- 
conſiſtence in them. We cannot ſay, his ſecond 
Thoughts are berter than the firſt, there is no- 
thing Mean in God. He doth indeed think of 


little Things, and Cares, and Provides for them 


too. A Sparrow doth not fall to the Ground 


without his Providence: He numbers his m_ 
ples. Hairs, and tells all their wanderings; 


Tear doth .not drop from their Eyes, bur 8 
prevent its being loſt, He * it into his Bottle, 


but He hath no little Thoughts. * 35 T6840 
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Beſides, as theſe are the Thoughts of an iaf. Ire t 
nitely great and glorious God. So they are thſhi 
Thoughts of one, upon whom we have a neceſſ. 
ry and conſtant Dependance. There is no Per. un. 
ſon upon Earth, but He is a depending Cre. 
ture. God is Ali-ſufficient, but neither Mag 
or Angel is ſelf-ſufficient. There is fome ds. 
pendance which we have upon one another vp 
on our Fellow- Creatures, yea, upon our Inferi 
ours; the Poor depend upon the Rich, and theÞi 
Nich cannot be without the Poor, no not with. N thir 
out your Servants; the Countrey depends upon it 
the City, and ſo doth the City upon the Coun-Þ be; 
trey. The People depend upon the Prince, and] as 
He full out as much upon them, Eccleſ. 5. 9. Tu ful 
Ling himſelf is ſerved with the Field : One faithÞ to. 
truly as well as wittily ; not the Lion, Dragon, ani 
and Unicorn, but the Plough and the Ship are] 
the Supporters of the Crown. But how much Þ me 
| foever we ſtand in need of the Aſſiſtance, Help] th 
| afid Service of the Creatures, ſtill our Main, ch 
Principal and Abſolute dependance is upon God.] di 


wee depend on him for our comfortable Being it 


yea, and for our very Being: We cannot be 1. 
well without him, nay, we cannot be at al] fa 
without him. If that God deny his Concurrence, I 

Creatures can do us no Kindneſs, our Bread I p 


cannot nouriſh us, nor our Drink refreſh us, 


nor our Cloaths warm us; and if he withdrau | ! 
his Arm, none can ſupport us, but we ſhall pre- 
ſently drop into the Grave, yea, into nothing. | | 
No this, all this, all the Children of God 
do know right well. Therefore they do, and! 
| cannot but eſteem it a ſingular Mercy, a great = 
and choice Priviledge fo be ſomething in the 
_ Thopghts of God. And this is their great 2 
„ „„ ETY 5 . 1 FM re 


ts 
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re to know what God thinks of them, this their 
igheſt Aim, to be approved of God; 2 Cor. 5. 
9. We labour, that whether preſent, or abſent, we 

y be accepted. We are Ambitious of this, ſo 


the Greek Word ſignifieth; there is nothing in 
all the World that we beſtow ſo many Thoughts 
about, that we take ſo much Pains for, that we 
ſet ſo great a value upon as Gods approving, 
and accepting of us. Gods approving of them, 
is with them more than what all the World 
th. chinks of them, as in the fore-mention'd Paſſage, 
With me it is a very ſmall Matter, that I ſhould 
Je judged of you, or of Mans Judgment. I make 
as light of it as light can be, I would be uſe- 
ful to you; I would contribute as much as I can 
to your Holineſs and Happineſs, to your Grace 
and Comfort, to your ſpiritual Growth and Im- 
| provement : But as to what Men think or ſay of 
me, whether they advance or degrade me, whe- 
ther they applaud or vilipend me; let them give 
the preference to Peter and Apollos, and ſpeak. 
diſparagingly and ſlightly of me: I do not value 
it as to my ſelf, I am neither the better for it 
nor the worſe, I know that I ſhall not ſtand nor 
fall by their Sentence; He that is my Supream 
Judge is the Lord, and if I have but his Ap- 
| probation, that will be enough for me. 


7 


Secondly, Let us conſider the Subject Mat ter of 
thoſe Thoughts that are in the Mind and Heart of 
Cod concerning bis People, and the Nature of them 
kor their are various and different Thoughts 


of God according to the Variety and Difference 


of thoſe Objects, about which they are exerciſed 


and imploied. Thus, there are angry, punitive 
and revengeful Thoughts which God hath con- 
cerning his Enemies, ungodly and wicked Men, 


7 them; and fo He thinks ot al] the other Ene. 
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mercileſs, cruel and bloody Men, and theſe ar: 
dreadfu]. ' When Sbemaiah endeavoured to per. 
ſwade Nehemiah to go into the Temple for Safe. 
ty, thereby deligniog to make him afraid and 
briog him to Sin, that they might have matter 
for an evil Report, and Reproach him. Wehe. 
miab put vp his Prayer to God, Nebem. 6. 14, 
My God, think thou of Sanball at and Tobiah, ac. 
cording to theſe their Works, i. e. think ſo vpon 

them- as to put them to ſhame, ſo as to puniſh 


mies that He hath up and down in the World: 
they take their Swing, and gratifie their Luſts, 
and commit all forts of Villany with greedineſs; 
they Curſe and Swear, Drink and Whore, per- 
ſecute his People, put them to exquiſite Tor- 
ments, ſhed their Blood as Water that i is ſpilt 
vpon the Ground, and all this while think got 
of God, He is not in all their Thoughts: Or if 
they do, they think he ſeeth them not, minds 
them not, takes no Notice; but though he lets 
them alone at preſent, his Day is coming, tho 
he now ſaith nothing, yet He thinks the more; 
though He doth not pour out his Fury upon them, 
yet He thinks of them and of all the Evil which 
they do commit, and to their Coſt they ſhall find 
it one Day, Pſalm 50, 21: Theſe things baſk thou 
done and I kep t ſilence, thou thoughteſt that J was al- 
together ſurh an one as thy ſelf, but 1 will reprove thee 
and ſet them in order before thine Eyes. 
here are alſo good and gracious Thoughts 
which God hath of and for his People, and theſe 
cannot chooſe but be ſovereignly Cordial to them. 
I his greatly pleas'd and chear'd David in his Di- 
ſtreſs, Pſalm 40.17. JI am Poor and needy, yet the 
1 Aan thinketh 0 on me. * * ws a mee Support to 


bim, 
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him, and it may be the like to thee, O Chriſtian ! 
Let thy Caſe be what it will, though thou art low 
and deſpiſed, and thy Acquaintance and Friends 
do not regard nor mind thee, yet the Lord thinks 
of thee ; though thou art Sick and Weak, and af- 
fied with tormenting Pains, yet the Lord thinks 


of thee; though a Mother may forget her ſucking _ 
. Child, yet thy God will not forget thee; for He 
on bath Graven thee upon the Palms of his Hands, 
hh fer thee as a Seal upon his Arm and his Heart, 
e. o that thou and thy Concernments are continu- 
; Huy before him: And there is very much in the 


„Nature and Quality of theſe Thoughts of God 
s; concerning his People, which may very well 
r- # commend them and render them exceeding pre- 
- Þ cious in their Account: Here I ſhall only menti- 
te. on-theſe two Things, hin ohne nh 


t 1. There is a Goodneſs in them, which makes 
it them Comfortable. 749 VF 
$ 2. There is a Greatneſs in them, which may 


S well make them Admirable. . 6 
firſt, The Thoughts of God concerning his Peo- 
r are gbd Thoughts, He thinks, as was aid 
„before, good of them, and He thinks good for 
1 | them. He intends and purpoſeth to do them 
1 | 2ood, thus He himſelf ſpeaks, Jer. 29. 11. 7 
bor the Thouphts that I thine toward you, ſaith the 
Lora, Thoughts of Peace and not of Evil, to give 
Don an expected End. God doth not, O Saints! 
think any Evil to you, do not you think Evil of 
bim, nor of his Providence, be not jealous of 
bim; make an ingenious Faterpretation. He 
intends nothing to you but Kindneſs and Ad- 
vantage, and all ſhall in the iſſue and upſhot be 
found really ſo, whatever it may for the preſent 
ſeem to be; He intends you Peace, and you ſhall 


have 
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have it, the beſt Peace and the moſt laſting 
Peace in the midſt of Trouble, and Peace with. 
out any Trouble, and He intends to anſwer your 

xpectations, to come up to them, to fulfil them 
to out-do them: He will be as good to you 2 
you hope He will, though you have it. not in 
your own Way, you ſhall have it in the beſt 


Way; though you have it not at your own 


Time, you ſhall have it in the fitteſt Time: 
Though you have not the very Thing you had a 


Mind to, you ſhall have what is of great Va. 


lie, Gods Choice is always beſt. The Lord is good 
to them that wait upon him, and to the Soul 


that ſeeks him; yea, and he will continue to be 


ſo, full out as good as they themſelves would 
have him to be. RS, ory Rogen 


Vour Enemies think Evil againſt you, and God 


ſometimes permits them to bring their wicked 
Devices to paſs, but at the ſame Time He over- 
rules Things and turns them to good, Gen. 45. 
4, 5. Joſeph ſaid unto his Brethren, come near, | 


pray you unto me, and they came near, and be ſaid, 


1 am Joſeph your Brother, whom ye Sold into Egypt. 


Now therefore be not prieved, nor angry with your 


ſelves that ye Sold me hither, for God did ſend me 


before you to preſerve Life. You ſent me away in 


your Rage and Malice that you might be rid of 
me, you Sold me that I might be a Slave, and 
that they ought to be grieved and angry with 
themſelves for, becauſe it was their Sin; but be 

not grieved, nor angry with your ſelves for that 
which you did, becauſe of the Event, God deſigu- 
ed good by it, and brought good out of it; He 
fent me before, that 1 might be advanced to Ho- 
nour, and be an Inſtrument of preſerving my Fa- 
ther and you, and the whole Family alive 15 this 
„ Ee OY a 
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Time of Famine. There may be, and often- 
times is a Riddle in the Providence, but when it 
gqace comes to be interpreted, you fhall plainly 
read Love in the Deſign. There is a freming 
frown upon the Work of God, but there is a 
real Advantage in the Purpoſe of God, Deut. 8, 
15, 16. Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
bod, who led thee through that great and terrible 
Wilderneſs, wherein were fiery Serpents, and Scorpi- 


n, and Dronght, wherein there was no Water, who 


bought thee forth Water out of the Rock of Flint, who 
fed thee in the Wilderneſs with Manna which thy Fa- 
thers krrew not, that He might bumble thee, and that 
He might een. thee, and do thee good at thy latter 
End. Whatever Gods dealings with his People 
are at firſt, they ſhall for certain End well; when 


be wounds them He will heal them, when he 


hath humbled them He will exalt them, and his 
carrying them through a Wilderneſs is in order 
to his bringing them unto Canaan: And if in 


ſuch Diſpenſations He intends good to his Peo- 
ple, we have Reaſon to conclude He doth ſo in 


piving them Sabbaths and Ordinances, the preci- 


| ons Goſpel and Sacraments. I will ſhut up this 
Particular with that very comfortable Paſſage of 


Holy Paul, Rom. 8. 28. We know that all thing: 
work together for good to them that Love God, to 
them who are the called according to his Purpoſe. All 


| Gods Thoughts and Purpoſes concerning his Peo- 


ple are for their Good ; and thence it comes to 
paſs that all his Providences do contribute and 
work toward it. Tg 

Secondly, The Thoughts of God concerning his 
People bave a Greameſ? in them: As there is a 
Goodneſs ſo a Greatneſs, ſuch a Goodneſs and 
ſuch a Greatneſs as doth become ſuch a ans — 

OC | ah they 
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they are precious, faith our Royal Pſalmiſt, f 
more in number than the Sand; and another Ho- 
ly Prophet ſpeaking of God, brake out into theſe 
_ Expieſſions, in Zech. 9. 17. . How great is | bi 
Goodneſs, bow great 1s bis Beauty Give me leave 
| by Goodneſs here, to underſtand that Goodnek 
which is in God, which is Eſſential to him, and 
for ever inſeparable from him, that Goodneſ 
which is the never failing Source, Spring and = 
Fountain, from which all thoſe Rivulets and 60 
Streams of Goodneſs flows, by which we are li. te 
berally ſupplied, and ſweetly refreſh'd, as the ne 
| Iſraelites were by the Rock that followed them; Th 
and how great 1s this his Goodneſs, none can. ful. 
ly know it, but that God whoſe Goodneſs it is! + 
| there js a vaſt Ocean of it which knows nel. J 
ther Bounds nor bottom, it is infinite Good- © 
neſs: And therefore to Creatures, not only || ©* 
Mea on Earth, but Angels in Heaven altogether 7 
incomprehenſible: What the Apoſtle ſaith of F 
the Love of Chriſt, we may ſay of the Goodneſs 8 
of God, viz, That there are in it all Dimenſions, c 
| heighth, and depth, and length, and breadth, 6 
and indeed it paſſeth Knowledge, it is beyond f 
the reach of our Line; we. cannot fathom nor 1. 
graſp it: and ſince the Divine Goodneſs is in- ; 
_ comprehenſible, we may be ſure. it is inexhavſti- 
ble; and that may very well be your Comfort, 1 
| 


you that live upon God, live upon ſuch a Stock 
as can never be ſpent, there is no ſuch thing as 
a poſſibility of drawing a God dr. 
By Beauty in that Scripture, I ſhall underſtand, 
not only that of Gods Goodneſs in General, but 
of that Goodneſs which He is pleaſed to expreſs 
and give out in the Way of his Providence, and 
the ſeveral Egreſſes and Diſpenſations thereof n 
18 r * 3 
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which" there is great Variety, and no leſs excet- 
lent and taking Beauty. Sometimes indeed there 
ſeems a ruffle in Providence, a ſnarled Skein, and 
13 we are apt to think a Conttariety, a Jar, a 
Diſcord, that God doth and undoth, that He is in 
Conſiſtent with himſelf, bot that his Providen- 
ces run Croſs to his Promiſes, and one Provi- 
dence croſs to another: But that is our Miſtake, 


God is unalterably and Everlaſtingly the ſame, 


He is in one Mind and none can turn him, and 
He always keeps his Way, and goes on and on 
toward the Accompliſhment of | bis Deſign. 
There is a ſweet and pleaſant Harmony in all his 


Providences, a moſt perfect Agreement, a love- 


ly Symmetry and juſt Proportion; Pſalm (9 7 (eh. 
They are all bonourable and glorious. We ſhall cer- 
ally be raviſhed with them, when we come to 
underſtand the Myſtery of them, and ito look 


through them, and to fee how they were all of 
a piece, and how every one did moſt happily 


contribute to the bringing about the End which 


| God had in his Heart and Eye; viz, the Glory 
of his own Name, together with the Peace, Wel 
fare and Proſperity of his Church and Children, 5 


and the Diſappointment and Confuſion of his E- : 
nemies, the ruine of Babylon, when ſhe thinks 
ſhe ſits as a Queen, and is no Widow, and ſhall 
{ee no Sorrow ; aud the raiſl ing of the Taberna- 5 
cle of David when it is fallen, and the Building 
up of Zion, and making the Place of his Feet glo- 
rious. Theſe Things are in the Thoughts of 
God, -and in the Womb of the: Promiſe which is 
no miſcarrying Womb, and the-Buſineſs of Pro- 

vidence is to give Birth and Being to them. 
That Paſſage" is very remarkable which we 
bare! in TO 31. 19. O how great is thy Goodneſs 
which 


itte Sons of Men. It is all and only Goodng; 


of it, two Places and Seaſons for it, for the iqh. 
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hou baſt wrought for them that truſt in thee, bejy 
which He here ſpeaks of, but.there are two Par; 


nitely wiſe God doth not give ont to his Peopy 


all at once. There is Goodneſs laid oat, and ther: 
is Goodneſs laid up. There is Goodneſs exprel, 
and there is Goodneſs reſerv'd. You have ſome 
iin hand, and God hath more ſtill in Store 
That Goodneſs which God doth now expreſs an 
lay out upon his People is great, the Cluſter of 
Grapes is not a little one which Jfrael bath in the 


Wilderneſs, that might well incovrage them t» 


go unto the good Land. How great is that Goal. 


meſs which thou haſt wrought for them, that truſt in 


| "thee! Some Read it thus, which thou wilt work. 
Thou haſt wroyght it, and thou wilt go on to 
Work,; Gods Hand is in, and He will proceed. 
It is much that He hath dane for his People al. 
ready, much in Chriſt who was an unſpeakable 
Gift, much in the Covenant, which is Ever laſt. 
ing, order d in all Things and Sure; much in 
Ordinances, which are as golden Pipes for the 
Conveyance of ſpiritual Bleſſings to them; and 
much by Providence, which as a never ſlumber- 
ing Eye watcheth over them, and Works for 
them with an unwearied and never tiring Hand. 
He hath done much in them, and much for them; 
and He will do more. He hath given them 
ſome Grace, and He will give them more; ſo 
Jobn the Baptiſt did Report, Out of his fulzeſs.bave 
all we received, and Grace for Grace. He bath 
given them ſome Comfort, and He will give 
them more, Ju. 29. 19. The meek ſhall increaſe 
their Joy in ibe ; Lord. He hath given them ſome 


Strength, 


which thou haſt laid up them that fear thee, nigh gt 


It 
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strength, and He will make Additions to it, J. 
10. 31. They that wait 'upon the Lord ſhall renew 
their Strength. „ 1 


Cod, and that alſo is great. How great is the 


thee, This is far beyond all that which they re- 
ceive during their Minority, and while they are 


In his own Purpoſe, which is unalterable, and in 
and certain Performance; and in Ciriſt, who 


where it is quite out of the reach of Enemies and 
00. Danger: Would you have ſome Account, what 


J ir is, take it in the Apoſtle's Words, It is afar | 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory: A 
to Glory that is ſabſtantial, and hath ſolidity in it. 


ed. It is a weighty Glory, ſuch as doth exceed our 
preſent Strength to ſtand up under it, ſuch as 
ble doth exceed all our preſent Sufferings, which are 
't-Y but Light to it, and not worthy to be compared 


we cannot excogitate and invent Words big e- 
for novgh, high enough. Let us make uſe of the 


nc. loftieſt ſtrains of Rhetorick, and call into our 
n;F Aſſiſtance one Hyperbole after another; and add 
eto them an hundred more, we cannot reach the 


10F heighth of that Glory, When you, O Saints, 


we come to de put in the actual Poſſeſſion of tbat 
th which God hath laid vp, when you come to be- 
e hold thoſe inviſible Beauties which are for the 
4% Entertainment and Delight of glorified Eyes; 
ne when you come to Bathe and Sport your Selves 
ba V in 


. n 
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Beſide this, there is Goodneſs reſerved by 
Goodneſs which thou haſt laid up for them that fear 


in their way home, and it is all laid up very fafe. 
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his Promiſes, which are Yea and Amen, of ſure 


will not loſe the leaſt Part of it, and in Heaven 


with it; ſuch as doth exceed all our Duties, all. 
the the Labour we are at, all the Pains we can take, 
ad ſuch a Glory as doth exceed all our Expreſſions; 
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in thoſe. Rivers of Pleaſure which are at God MW 7 


to Chriſt. Lord, remember me. n hen tha: come/ in- 


—— — — — — — — 
— — 
— => 


right Hand for evermore; you will not only & Will 


Hea 


pleas'd and ſatisfied, nor only command you He 
nt 


Souls to take up their Reſt, as thoſe with whon 
God hath dealt bountifully ; Y but you will be py 
into an Extaſie of Joy, rapt into an Amazement, 
while you walk up and down in thofe Celeſtil 
Manſions, beholding the Riches of a God, and 
the bounty of Divine Love; and this accordiup 
to that which the Apoſtle tells us of, 2 The. 1, 
7, &c. viz. The Lord Jeſus being revealed from 
Heaven with bis mighty Angels, in flaming tive, 
and then He ſhall be glorified in bis Saints, and as. 
mired i in all tbem that believe. _ _ 

Thirdly, Let us conſider the happy Obj & Ui 
_ theſe Thoughts of God. You have heard that the 
ever blelled God is the Author of them, in his 
Mind they were formed, and there they dwell; 
and that, as to the Subject Matter of them, they 
are good and great, but concerning whom are 
they and for whom? Who are the only Perſons 
that ſhall have the Benefit and Advantage ef 
them? 7 am one of them, ſaid David in the 
Text. I am the happy Objz & of them, poor I, 
_ unworthy 1, ſinful I: Though God humbles him 
ſelf when He looks upon che Things above, and 
caſts an Eye on the glorious Angels; yet Be is 
pleas'd to condeſcend fo far, and ſtoop ſo low, 
as to think of me, who am though a King yer bur 
.a Worm, contemptible, rebellious Dult. oo 
precious are tby Thoughts unto: me, O God! ; They 
are precious unto; me, becauſe they. are. directed 
to me, and imploied about me. This was the 
earneſt aud only Petition, which, the. believing 
Penitent, and dying Thief. vpon the Croſs put up 
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2» thy Kingdom. There are thoſe whom thou 

wilt then remember, thou haſt them in thy 

Heart now, and thou wilt carry them with thee 
in thine Heart into Heaven, Thoſe that have 
een given thee by thy Father; thoſe that have 

receiv d and believed in thee, thine own Diſci- 
les, thine old Acquaintance, thy Friends and 
ollowers. O that I, dear Lord, may be one of 

tem. Lord do thou remember me, grant me 
Room in thy Thoughts, when thou art ſeated 
pon thy Throne. 0 : 
Now, there is never an Holy Soul, never an 
dne that Loves God, lives to him, and walks 

ith him; never an one that hath accepted of 
hriſt and given himſelf up to him, but may re- 
oice and comfort himſelf with this, that He bath 
Place and Intereſt | in theſe gracious Thoughts 
if God, There is, I ſay, never a truly grari- 
us Soul, though its Grace be very little, and its 
ondition very low, but God thinks of i it, and 
ns ſve Lord Jeſus thinks of it, and ſo doth. the Ho- 
of Spirit. Vea, O Saints! they do think of you 


— — 4 Þ — 


he It another manner of Rate, than you think of 55 


„ em. You are too too forgetful of them, there 
rein the Scripture frequent complaints to ſuch a 
purpoſe; and I appeal to you, do not your own 
onſciences charge you herewith, that you for- 
ter both God and your ſelves ; the Covenant 
hat hath paſt between you, the Promiſes that 
Joo Wave been made by you: You too much forget 
1ey Wie Mercies which He hath multiplied, and the 
td Puties which you ſhould perform. But God ne- 
the Fer forgets you; though ſometimes you are too 
ing Neady to think he doth, and too apt to charge 
im with it; ; Jet He i is able to plead his own 
auſe, and | to vindieate 1 own Honour, and 115 

e 


but he afterward humbled himſelf, and confel 
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He did, Iſa. 49. 14, 15. Zion ſaid, the Lord bg 
forſaken me, and my Lord hath forpotten me. V. 
Zion ſaid ſo, but what did God ſay to it, re 
the next Words. Can a Woman forget her ſuc 
ing Child, that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion | 
the Son of ber Womb, yea they may forget, 
will I not forget thee; behold, I bave-graven th 
upon the Palms of my Hands, and thy Wall a n 
| continually before me. 
Obj. But it may be, O poor Soul, thou wilth 
ready to caſt off all Hope, and in thine unbeli 
to conclude thus ſadly againſt thy ſelf; that fo 
certain, the moſt Holy and Righteous God wil 
never have any loving and kind Thoughts of q 
for thee; becauſe thou haſt ſinned ſo much: 
gainſt him as thou haſt done, and been fo greatF 
diſhonour to him, and grief to his Spirit as thoſ 
| haſt been, 
Anſw. Unto this T” Anſwer, Thou doſt In 
deed deſerve this at his Hands. He might juſt 
Ay caſt thee off, and in Anger ſhut up from the 
his tender Mercies. Yet though thy Sins har 
deen many, and thy Provocations high; if the 
are bewailed Sins, if loathed Sins, if thy Hea 
bde but upright and ſincere, God will not do | 
Eßpbraim had been very diſobedient and rebell 
ous, yea, and under Divine Chaſtiſements ver 
untuly, like a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yokt 


bis fault and prayed; and now ſee, how Golf 

heard, and pittied, and anſwer d, Jer. 31.18 
10, 20. Is Ephraim my dear Son, is he a pleaſa 

Child, for ſince I ſpake againſt him, J do carnteſ 
remember him ſtill. I have remembred him, thi 
Kindneſs of his Youth, the Love of his Eſpouſal 
and Ido remember, and will remember Him; n lar 
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is Carriage, not his untoward Returns, but 
im; My Bowels are troubled for him, I will [arely 
ave Mercy upon bim ſaith the Lord. Peter had 


h 


"Ween greatly, yea, everlaſtingly obliged to him. 
Je denied him as one that He did not know, He 
epeated his denial which was a perſiſting i in his 


rea, and he accompanied that denial with Cur- 
W's and Swearing, which was an high Aggrava- 
jon thereof. Yet notwithſtanding all this, when 
ur bleſſed Lord roſe a Conquerour over Death and 
Devils, He buried this diſingenuity, and unfaich- 
q laeſs, and baſe cowardiſe of Peter in the Grave, 


ar nd would have it known not only to him, but 
To all his Diſciples, that {till He was dear to him, 


Women came to the Sepolchre, to ſee how Mat- 
ers ſtood; He took ſpecial Care, that the An- 
Mel in his Diſcourſe with them ſhould make men- 
Ftion of Peter by Name Te ſeek Feſus of Naza- 
gb, which was crucified, He is riſen, He is not 
here, behold the Place where they laid him. But po 
Mou way, tell his Diſciples, and PETER, that 
Ir goeth before you into Galilee, there ſhall ye ſce 
In, as He ſaid unto you, Tell Peter among the 
| reſt; tell him in Particular, for it will be com- 
| ſortable News to him: Chriſt is riſen and Peter 
s ſafe, Chriſt is riſen and remembers Peter, and 
b perfectly reconcibd to him; Chriſt is riſen for 
Peters Juſtification, But yer further, ro ſet out 
Mio you che exceeding preciouſneſs of the Thoughts 
Jof God concerning his People, I ſhall add to what 
2 been already ſaid, theſe following Particu- 
no lars. 
þ * 2 5 Firſt, 


alt very unworthily with Chriſt, after He had _ 


nkindneſs and Sin, and an adding Sin to Sin; 


He kept up kind and gracious Thoughts of Peter, 


and therefore ia Mark 16. 7. When the — ET 


Eyes; <> loader 


— — —ä 


bis Works; 
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pirſt, Let us conſider and take Notice of the Wi. 


dom of God in theſe bis Thoughts. The Apoſtle 
in Rom. 11, treats of thoſe very profound deep 


Myſteries of Providence, viz. the cutting off the 


natural Branches from the true Olive-tree, and 


the grafting into it in their Read ſuch Branche 


as were wild by Nature; by which we are to 
underſtand the Rejection "of the Jews for thei 
_ unbelief, and refuſal of Chriſt the Lord of Glory, 
and the calling and bringing in of the Gentiles ; az 


alſo of the Jews being Converted, and brough 


to the Obedience of Faith at the Time appointed 
by God: All which Diſpenſations were for cer. 
tain the ProduQ and Iſſues of his Eternal Thoughts 
and Purpoſes concerning his Elect and choſen 
ones, and in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, the A- 
poſtle breaks out into theſe Words of Admirati- 
on, Verſe 33. Oh the depth of the Riches toth of the 
: Wiſdom and Knowledge 5 God, how unſearcbable ar 
bis Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding out! There 
is not only Knowledge in God, but Wiſdom too, 
' theſe may be and ſometimes are ſeparated in Men, 
They have a great deal of Knowledge in ſeveral 


Things, and but a very little Wiſdom. But 
both theſe meet together in God, and that not 


in a low Degree, but in the higheſt ; there are 
| Riches of Knowledge and Wiſdom in God, and 


there is a depth in thoſe Riches, ſuck a depth as 


the Creatures Line is not able to Fathom. 


And this Knowledge and Wiſdom of God doth 
appear in all Things that he doth; it mingles It 


felt with all, it orders and manages ; all, it appear 


and ſhines forth i in all thoſe that have an obſer!- 
ing Eye. Thus it is both as to his Thoughts aud 


For, faith the Apoſtle, How wr 
 fearchable are bis Fudgments, by which 1 we may vn. 
3 Lerſtant 
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derſtand his Purpoſes and Decrees, according to 
the Dutch Annotations, about the Election and 


Reprobation of Men, and his Ways are paſt finding 


out, VIZ. The ways of his Providence, by which 
[He doth execute his Decrees, and bring to paſs 


his Purpoſes. 


The Thoughts of Men are oftentimes full of 


Vanity, Pſalm 94. 11. The Lord knoweth the 
Thoughts of Men, that they are Vanity. They 


pleaſe themſelves with this Project, and with 
that Contrivance, which they Promiſe themſelves _ 
2 great deal from; but in a little while ſee a 
neceſſity of giving it over, either becauſe it is 


not feaſible, or it will not turn to any good Ac- 


count; either the Difficulties which ſtand in the 
Way cannot poſſibly be conquer'd, or elſe, the 
„I maſtering of them will be too chargeable, and 
not quit colt : Whereas now all the Thoughts 


of God are Thoughts of Wiſdom, and ſo in 


Particular are thoſe which concern his People. 
Hence it is, that we read of the Counſel of his 


Will, Epb. 1.11. Predeſtinated according to the 


Purpoſe of him, who worketh all Things according to 


the Counſel of his own Will, Gods Will is the Pro- 
duct and Effect of his Counſel, God Wills no- 
thing raſhly, nothing too ſoon, nothing that 


will be the Matter of an after-Repentance. And 


as God Wills ſo He doth, He acts all by Counſel , 


When He goeth about to bring to paſs thoſe 
things which He hath will d, He doth it in a way 


of Counſel. 


Thus in his Thoughts, Purpoſes and Will to 


fave loſt and undene Man, and to raiſe him out 


of his Ruins, that it ſhould be ſuch a number of 
them and no more, ſach and ſach Perſons and no 
other; this is not to be quarrel'd, we ought not 

%%% 8 te 
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to Object and Diſpute againſt it; for there is thi 


Wiſdom of God in it. He reſolved it upo i, 


Counſel. And ſo it is, if we conſider the wall 
| how this is to be done; by what means Sinne oof 
| ſhould be ſaved, this likewiſe was according ti 
the Counſel of his Will: For ſuppoſe we ſhoult 
grant that which ſome Men hold, that if God ha 

1o pleaſed, He might have ſaved Men withon 
being at any charge at all in Order to it; Bt 
might have croſt the Book, and not required aj 


Payment of the Debt : He might have pardone{ 
rhe Offence committed, and paſt by the Injun 


done him without demanding any Satisfaction. 
Fay, ſappoſe it ſhould be granted, that God need. 
ed not to have had any reſpect at al] to the Inte 
reſt and Concern of his Juſtice, but might har: 


pardon'd and ſaved Man upon the pure and fol: 


Account of Infinite Mercy and Sovereign Grace, 
yet it was his Wiſdom, and the Counſel of hi 
Will to do it in that way in which it was done 
Namely, by a Mediator, by the gracious Inter. 
poſition, perfect Obedience and expiatory Death 
of his own Son. Herein God hath acted like him. 


ſelf, herein He hath out- done the Wiſdom of al 


the Angels in Heaven, for had they join d toge / 
ther, had they united their Counſels, they could 


never have found out ſuch a Thing as this: Tha 


the Eternal Son of God, the only begotten and 
dearly beloved Son, ſhould be made Fleſh, and 


take upon him the Nature of Man, and have al 
the Iniquities of all his People that had been gi 


ven him by the Father laid vpon him, that hi 


precious Life ſhould be laid down, that his Heart 


| blood ſhould be ſhed, and his Soul made an offer 
ing for Sin, this was ſuch a thing as could never 
have enter i into their Thoughts. 


| An 


grand Sopbi, the great rational Divines ; ſo that 
they do not receive and embrace the Doctrine of 


ipture ſaith, The foolsſhneſs of God is wiſer than 


gether unintelligible. 


Yet theſe were the Thoughts and Contrivan- 
ces of the moſt Holy and Ever-bleſſed God, this 
was the way for Mans recovery which the Di- 
Brine Wiſdom did chooſe and pitch upon as heſt; 
and above all others conducing to the bringing 
about his great and moſt glorious Deſign, which 
Jvas to be true to himſelt, and yet good to his 
Creatures, to manifeſt his hatred of his Sin, and 
Kat the ſame Time his Compaſſion to the Sinner: 

So to magnifie his Mercy as not to be injurious to 
his Juſtice, and ſo to ſhew his Juſtice as withal 
to leave room enough for the diſplaying of his 
Mercy, and that his Grace might ſhine forth in 
its brighteſt Glory. Thus in theſe his Eternal 
Thoughts the Infinite Wiſdom of God hath ſo 
diſpos d, and order'd that Man ſhall be ſaved, 


and yet God ſhall be glorified, Man ſhall live and 
God ſhall be no loſer : None of his Attributes 


ſhall have any Cauſe of complaining, but the In- 
tereſt of them all ſhall be equally ſecur'd, the 
Honour of them all equally advanced, He is nom 


unreproachably jaſt, and yet the juſtifier of him that 
IS 0 js, Rome Jr 26; © 1. 4 nn ret 
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And it doth poſe the Wiſdom of many, who 
look upon themſelves as the topping Men, the 


GitisfaQtion, nor that of an imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs, profeſſing themſelves not to underſtand 
how one ſhould be made Righteous with the 
Righteouſneſs of another; and whereas the 


Men. To theſe Perſons the Wiſdom of God 
ſeems no other than Foolifhneſs, a Thing alto- 


36 The Precionſneſs of God's 
- Secondly, The preciouſneſs of Gods Thoughts en. 
cerning bis People dot h ſhine forth in the graciouſu, 
of them. David complaining to God of his |, 
nemies, ſaith in Pſalm 56. 5. All their Though 
are againſt me for Evil. Sure their Minds wer 
very ill imploied, what a World of miſchi 
muſt needs be in their Hearts, when there wx 
ſo much continually in their Thoughts. Sureh 


David was a very vile Perſon in their reckonin 


whatever He was in Gods; they could think no 
good of him, ſince they did think nothing by 
evil of him: And truly as it was then, ſo it 


bs now, and ſo it will be to the end of Time. 


The Enemies of the People of God do and wil 
think Evil of them, viz. That they are no other 
than a Company of Hypocrites and Diſſemblers, 
and troubleſome Schiſmaticks, contentious ; like 
Salamanders, loving to live in the Fire, perverſe, 
obſtinate and ungovernable. Ahab look'd upon 
Elijah, that great Man for Reformation, as the 
great Trovbler of 1ſrael : And Tertullus charged 
Paul with being a Peſtilent-fellow,' and a Mover 
of. Sedition, and the Ring- leader of a Sect; and 
therefore they think evil againſt them, as Men 
not fit to live, but worthy to be afflicted, op- 
preſt, perſecuted, yea, utterly extirpated. But 
now it is otherwiſe with God, who obſerves 
them more curiouſly, and knows them more per- 
fectly than their Enemies, and He thinks well of 
them, and good for them: Could we but look 


into the Heart of God, and take notice of all the 


| Motions and Workings that are there, we ſhould 
ſee: them all, having a direct tendency to, and 
| happily working for their good. The great God 

| Hath not one evil Thought againſt a Child of his. 
He may think of proving them, and of era 


bling them, and of emptying them; but ſtill it is 
to do them good in the latter End. But of this 


have ſpoken before, and therefore having now 


only thus lightly touched upon it, I paſs from 
it to ſome other Things. 48 
Thirdly, The preciouſneſs of Gods Thoughts con- 
rerning bis People, appears in the fulneſs and com- 
pleatneſs of them. He is not Deficient, or want- 
ing to them in any Particular, no not 1n theleaſt, 
Zion, the Church her ſelf is graven upon the 


Palms of his Hands; and not only ſo, but her 


Walls; all her Concernments are before him. 
We fall exceeding fhort in our Thoughts, and 

find it ſo afterward, and not ſeldom ſuffer by it 
greatly. We do not think of thoſe Things 
which are our greateſt Duty, nor of thoſe which 


are our higheſt Concernments ; we too often for= _ 


get thoſe things of which we ought to be moſt 
mindful, viz. our God, and our Souls, and our 
Eternal State. Yea, we have cauſe with Sorrow 
and Shame to acknowledge, that they never came. 
into our Minds, P/alm 10. 4. The Wicked through 


the Pride, of his Countenance will not ſeek after God, 


neither Intereſt in him, nor Aſſiſtance, and a Bleſ- 
ing from him, God is not in all his Thoughts. 


But now the Thoughts of God are what and : 


where they ſhould be, there is nothing fit to be 
the Object of them, but it is ſo. There is not 
any one of his People but He thinks of them, 
and there is not any one of their Concernments 


bot He thinks of it. When our Lord Jeſus was 
here upon Earth in his State of Humiliation and 


Abaſement, how thoughtful was He for his poor 
yet dear Diſciples! And how great and conſtant 
Care did He accordingly take of them, He took 
them into his Family and Service, and ſent them 
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up and down about his Buſineſs, without Purſe, 


and Scrip, aud Shooes; but all that while He 
did think of them and provided for them; There. 


fore when upon their return He enquired of 


them whether they lacked any thing, they an. 
ſwer'd, no, nothing; they had Neceſlaries, they 
| had Conveniences, there was no want. He 

thought of Peter, and of the Devil, his malici- 


ous and cruel Enemy, who deſired to have hin, 


and the reſt of them, that he might ſift them as 
Wheat; but Chriſt at that Time took Care of 
them,; and had put in with his Father before hand 
for their Securities; I bave prayed for thee, that 
thy Faith fail not. He thought of them, and what 
they would do when He ſhould return unto his 


Father, and leave the World and them in it in 


the midſt of Enemies, Temptations and Dangers, 
and thereupon he promiſed to ſend them another 
Comforter, that he might abide with them for ever, 
EY oo 8 


The ſame Care He exerciſeth and the ſame 


Courſe He takes ſtill, and will go on to do fo. 


He thinks of you, and of the Work you have to | 


do; and of the wants that pinch you, and of 
the Dangers that threaten you. He thinks of 
you, and of your Enemies too; what their Pow- 


er is, what their Plots and Deſigns are againſt 
pypou; what they have done, and what they are 


about to do. He thinks of you when you are 
Well, and takes Pleaſure in your Proſperity ; 
and alſo, when you are Sick, and labouring un- 
der Diſtempers. Thus it was as to his People in 
General, in all their Afflictions He was afflicted; 
not only in ſome of them, but in all; not only 
affected, but afflicted ; which ſpeaks the dearneſs 
of his Love, the tenderneſs of his Heart, a 
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the greatneſs of his Compaſſion. And thus it 


was, aS tO David in Particular, Pſalm „ 


| will be glad and rejoice in ” Mercy, for thou haſt 


conſidered my Trouble, thou haſt known my Soul in 


Adverſity. God conſider'd his Trouble, he weigh- 


ed it that it might not be too heavy for him; he 
conſider'd all the Ingredients, that the Phyſick 
might not be too ſtrong, nor cauſe the Faith nor 
the Spirit to fail before him that He hath made. 
And He knew his Soul in Adverſity, when others 
ſtood at a Diſtance and would not know him; 
then God knew him, and made himſelf known 
to him. There is never a Sabbath that He af- 

fords you, but therein He thinks of you; never 


a Miniſter that He ſends to Preach a Sermon to 


you, but He thinks of you: Never a Time that 
He ſpreads his Goſpel-Table in a Sacrament, but 
he thinks of yov, and that for Good, He thinks 


of every one of you, and of every thing that be- 


longs to you. The Devil himſelf could not but N 


acknowiledg this was done in the Caſe of Job, Job 


1. 10. Thox baſk made an Hedge about bim, and 
about bis Houſe, and about all that He hath on eve- 
ry fide, This ſhews, that the Devils Malice ex- 
tends to the Saints all; and fo doth Gods care, 
it alſo ſpeaks the value that God hath, for all 
that his People have. He prizeth them, and 
whatſoever is theirs, there is not the leaſt Thing 
about them, that is forgotten by him or negle- 
&ed. Since He counts their Steps, and tells their 
Wandrings, and numbers the very Hairs of their 
Heads; what is that He doth not regard? Da- 
vid in Pſalm 57. 2. Did encourage himſelf in 
Prayer, by a thankful owning of Gods perform- 
ing all Things for him. / will cry unto God moſt 
big b, who performeth all Thinps for me. And = 
; OM od -: - 
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God performed all Things for him, He muſt nech 
think of all Things. Yea, O Saints! there ; 
not a Day wherein God doth not think of you, 
nay not an Hour, nay not a Moment: He look 
to you, and to all that is yours. 
* Thirdly, The preciouſneſs of God's Thoughts aj- 
| pears in the incomprehenſibleneſs of them. We are 
_ Company of little Creatures, ſmall drops, and 
| ſhreds of Being, one remove from nothing; and 
our Thoughts are like our ſelves, little, low and 
pitiful Thoughts: Though through Grace, ſom: 
of them are good, yet they are but little; where. 
as the Thoughts of God are great and vaſt, they N abi 
are like bimſelf; they do excellently become à tur 
God, there is a ſinguler Beauty and Glory in N gi 


them, ſo that He is taken with them, when He Þ an 


takes Notice of them: 1 know the Thoughts tha: Þ tei 
I think toward yon; I know them, and I know ſu 
them with ſuperlative Pleaſure and Satisfaction: ki 
I ſee mine own goodneſs and greatneſs in them, ). 
and how I out-do all the World; Ia. 5 5. 8, 9. 1 
My Thoughts are not your Thoughts, not ſo mean I a1 
and inconſiderable, neither are your Ways my Ways Þ fi 


faith the Lord: Not ſo exact, not ſo ſublime, not \\ 


ſwo glorious; you do not think like me, nor Walk In 
and Work like me: For as the Heavens are bipher Ik 
than the Earth, ſo are my Ways higher than your Þ 
Ways, and my Thoughts than your Thoughts, We | 
may underſtand this theſe Two Ways, my ÞÞ | 
Thoughts are higher than thoſe Thoughts, which 
you have one for another; yea, and alſo my 
Thoughts are higher than thoſe Thoughts which 
you have of me, „„ 
Firſt, My Thoughts are higher than thoſe T boughts 
which you have one for another, You have Thoughts 
of Love for your Friends e 
55 . ands 
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bands for your Wives, and Parents for Children; 

but what is your Love to mine? Not fo much as 

n Spark to a Flame, not ſo much as a drop to the 
cean: When your Love ſhall in Heaven arrive 

this utmoſt Perfection, it will be infinitely ſhort 

of mine. You have Thoughts of Pity, but what 

is your Pity to mine, whoſe Compaſſions do not 


fail? and what is the ſounding of your Bowels 


to the Yearnings of mine? What is your Bounty 


to mine, who Delight in Mercy; ſo that the 


Earth is full of it, and I am never weary of ex- 


tending it, but to thoſe who are never weary of 


abuſing it? I ſupply the needs of my poor Crea- 
tures according to my Riches in Glory, and 


vive unto my People all Things richly to enjoy; 


and what is your Kindneſs to mine which is bet- 


ter than Life, and who have opened all my Trea- 


ſures; and ſhewn the Riches of my Grace, in my 
kindneſs toward you thorough Feſus Chriſt * Eph. 2. 
7. Do you ſet an high eſtimate vpon, and great- 


ly value your ſelves by your Thoughts of Mercy, 


and forgiveneſs to them who have offended, af- 
| fronted, and injur'd you? But what are your 
Mercies to mine, and what are your Pardons to 
mine? You are backward to forgive, and muſt 
be drawn to it by much Intreaty, many Argu- 
ments and great Interceſſions; whereas I am 
known to be a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, ſlow to anger, and of preat kindneſs, Neh. 


9. 17. You Pardon by halves, while you paſs by 


ſomethings you inſiſt upon others; but I pardon 
abundantly, yea, I multiply to pardon, ſo that 
an humble Penitent ſhall have as many, as great, 


as large and full Pardons as He ueeds or can de- 


ſire; you forgive, but many Times ſay, you will 
not forger, manet alt; mente repoſtum. But it is 
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far otherwiſe with me, Witneſs the Covenant in. 


to which J have entred, Heb.8.12. I will be mercify 


to their unrighteouſneſs, and their Sins and Iniquitie 
will remember no more. You take Fire preſent. 
ly, and are ſoon Angry again, and thereupon 


reſolve and ſtudy Revenge; a new fault being 
committed, the Memory of the old Ones is re- 


viv'd, and they are ript up, and now the Delin. 


= quent ſhall pay for all ; but my Manner of deal. 
ing is to caſt Sins into the depth of the Sea, and 
to make thoſe that are in Grain, like Scarlet, to 


be as Snow, and them that are like Crimſon to 


be as Wool). Indeed for the good of my People 
1 have reſerved to my ſelf a Power of viſiting 
their Iniquities with the Rod, and their Tranſ- 
greſſions with Stripes, and this Power I uſe when- 
ſioever [ ſee fit: Yet my loving kindneſs will I nt 
 wtterly take from them, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to 
fail, my Covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
Thing that is gone out of my Lips, Pſalm 89. 33, 34. 


Secondly, My Thoughts are higher tban thoſe 
Thoughts which you have of me. You that are my 


People indeed, have, I know, good Thoughts 
of me, and high Thoughts too; though others 
look on me as an hard Maſter, that Reap where 
1 did not ſow, and gather where ! did not ſcat- 
ter; yet you perſwade your ſelves. that I intend 
you good, and that you ſhall not loſe by ſerving 
of me, nor fall ſhort and be diſappointed in your 
Expectations from me. Yet all that you think 


of me is nothing, if compared with my graclous 


and unalterable Purpoſes concerning you. It 1 
not poſſible for any of you at preſent to conceive, 


how pleaſant thoſe Manſions are which I have 


ſet apart for you, nor how ponderous that Glo- 
ry which I deſign for you, nor how Orient and 


SPark- 
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Sparkling that Crown which I have laid up for 
you, nor bow noble that Kingdom which I have 
prepared, nor how rich that Inheritance which I 
have reſerved for you. You cannot fathom the 
depth of that love I bear you, nor now aſcend 
and mount up to the heighth of that Prefermeat 
which I intend you. As the Heavens are higher 
than the Earth, the Diſtance between which can- 
not be exactly meaſured by any Mortal, fo are 
my Thoughts higher than yours ; and methinks 
that ſpeaks to this Purpoſe, which you find in 
Fr. 29. 11. 1 know the Thoughts which 1 think to- 
ward you. You do not know them, none of all 
15 the Angels in Heaven do know the Al} of them, 
hey are too big for a Creatures graſp, Fob 11. 7. 


- Canſt thou by ſearching find out God, canſt thou find 
1 out the Almighty to Perfection? No, though thy 
% | earch be long, and diligent, and curious, yet 


thou canſt not to Perfection find out the Being 
oe of God or his Purpoſes, none but God himſelf 
| doth perfectly know him, and underſtand all his 
J _—_— qc Eo. 
| Fourthly, The preciouſneſs of Gods Thoughts con- 

cerning his People, doth conſiſt in, and appear by the 
vaſt Multitude and great Variety of them, His 
14 | Thoughts were from all Everlaſting, and he ſtill 

continueth to think, and He will go on to do ſo. 
He tells them that he Loves them with an Ever- 


ſuch a Love be. He that Loves his Friend, Loves 
to Study his Intereſt, and to be contriving for 
his Good. A Perſon that really Loves God, 
Loves and Delights to think of him; and when 
his Thoughts are rambling and running out to 
ad other Things, his endeavour is to reduce and 
0 dring them again to God as to their moſt proper 


a laſting Love, and how fruitful of Thoughts will 
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Object, and there He would gladly fix then 
Tor He is never To well, his Mind is never þ 
much at eaſe, nor his Heart ſo much delighted x 
when it is ſo. O ſaith our Holy and Royal Pro. Nee 
phet, Pſalm 104. 34. My Meditation of him ſp |, 

be ſweet. It had been often ſo, and he knew i: 
would be always ſo; and He faith in the verk 
immediately after the Text, when J awake J an 


nor number'd. If thou ſnouldeſt attempt it, thou 
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ſtill with thee. Every Morning I ariſe, and eve. 


ry Night I go to Bed | am with thee; thou an 
with me by thy Providence, and I am with thee 
by my Holy Thoughts. And muſt it not needs be 
much more ſo with God, whoſe Love to his Pec. 
ple is infinitely greater than theirs to him, who 
loved firſt, and who loveth belt, having ſet then 
as a Seal upon his Arm, yea, upon his very Heart; 
What ſaith David here of theſe Thoughts, Hop 
great is the ſumm of them ! in the former Words 
he admired them for their Value, and in theſe 
for their Number: And He might well ask the 


Queſtion, How great is the Summ of them ? Be- 


_ cauſe he hinfſelf could not tell, it was beyond his 
Arithmetick, and therefore he added in verſe 18. 


If I ſhould count them, they are more in number thay 
the Sand, Know, O David, thar is too great and 


hard a work for thee, or any other Creature to 
undertake. Go not about to count the Thoughts 
of God, entertain thy ſelf with Meditations up- 
on them as often as thou canſt, the oftner the bet- 
ter; delight in them as much as thou wilt, for 
they are pleaſant for Delights. Rejoice in them 


all the Day, and every Day ; but do not think of 


counting them, they are too many for thee, be- 
ing more than the Sand; Quæ nec menſurari po- 


teſt, nec numerari, which can neither be meaſur d, 


wilt 


Thoughts concerning his People. 68 
jc hardly know where to begin, and thou wilt 
jever know here to make an End. © © 

And much to the ſame Purpoſe He had ſpoken 
before, in Pſalm 40. 5. Many, O Lord my God, 
are the wonder ful Works which thou baſt done, and 
by Thoug bts' which are to u- ward; they cannot be 
eckor'd | up in Order unto thee, if I would declare 
nd ſpeak of them, they are more than can be num- 
red. This is fuch a Thing as cannot be done, 
namely, by Man, by a Creature; there is not 
aly a great Difficulty in it, but an utter impoſ- 
ſibility. Theſe Thoughts are many already; 


C- Wand yet God is continually adding to them. He 
ho thinks of his People with a great deal of Plea- 


m Wſure, and accordingly He goeth on to thing 

rt; And indeed what would quickly become of us, 
ov if God ſhould give over thinking of us; if he 
ds Nhould reſolve to forget us for the Time to come, 
le and to entertain no more kind and pracions 
he Thoughts concerning us, we ſhould certainly be 
e. Fundone. Zion Thought ſo, when in the bittern- 
his Nneſs of her Soul the cried ovt, The Lord bath for- 

8. Waker me, and my God hub forgotten me. Alas! . 
an All our thinking, and ſtudying, and contriving, 

nd Hal our caring, and carking for our ſelves would 
to Nat avail us, but be altogether fruitleſs and in- 
eee, 

P- But God ſtil] thinks of us, though we deal ves 
et- Ii diſingenvouſly and unworthily with him, tho! 
or Ewe have hard and uobecoming Thoughts of him, 
em and the Diſpenſations of his Providence; and 
of Fthough we are ready with Jonab to run from our 
e- Duty, and to quarrel with him for the Acts of 
o lis Mercy, and to break out into Paſſjon for the 
d, ithering of a ſorry Goard; yet God remem- 
ou Fred him, When He was gone dawn to tbe Bottom: 


F of 


of the Mountains, and the Barth with her Bart w 
bis Temple, and he brought up bis Life from Corry. 


of this, which.yop may find in Pſalm 73. Thy 


tion, grounded upon his owa and repeated Exe 


ing Condition of ungodly Men; and this Tem 
tation did too much prevail againſt him, He wx 


Vier ſe 13. Herily, I bade cleanſed my Heart in va, 
and waſbed my Hands in Innocency : and ſo to dil. 
parage God and Godlineſs, and throw Dirt i 


Qion, and the Divine Spirit ſeaſonably! interpe 
ſing, taking faſt hold of him, and preventing h 
being utter ly caſt down, he recovered, got vp 


deepeſt ſelf-abaſing confeſt his fault, verſe 22 
So faokſbiwas I and ian rant, I was as a. Beaſt bt 
ore thee. Or as the Margin of your Bibles tell 
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about him, then did his Prayer come unto. him in 
tion. Take another, notable and famous Iuſtana 


Holy Man Aſarb had been for ſome time furioi. 
ly aſlſaulted, and batter'd by a violent Tempt 


ciſes, together with the Proſperity and flouriþ 


almoſt overcome hy it; being ready to fay, i 
the Face of Religion: But upon a ſerions Refe. 
on his Feet, again, bymbled him, and with the 


you, it is in the Original, 1 was as a (Beaſt wit 
| thee, like a; Bealt in my Thoughts and Carriage, 
but now Mark what he faith in verſe 23. Never 
theleſs I am continually with thee, thou haſt bolden 
me by my. right Hand: Though 1 Was as a Beaſt, 
yet | was with thee, Yea, continvally with thee, 
even at that Time, and in that Fit with thee: 
When! was ready to caſt Religion off, thou didit 
not caſt me off. When J had Bruitiſn Thoughts 
of thee, thou didſt continue thy gracious Thovghts 
of me. Think of this, O ye his Saints! What 


Was the Happineſs of Holy Aſaph, is your Hap- 
pineſs alſo: You, are continually with God, al 


ways 
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Ways the Objects of his fatherly Love, always 
Moder the Eye of his watchful Care, and the fe- 
Mcoring Wing of his powerful Providence. 
Fifthly, The preciouſneſs of Gods Thoughts con- 
erning his People, dotb conſiſt and appear in the Har- 
ny and Sweet Conſent of them. Our Thoughts 
ery frequently are ruffled, croſs and at War a- 
zong themſelves; they come cronding into our 
Minds, and are juſtling one againſt another. 
We are off and on, it is but ſeldom that we are 
Jong of one Mind; Sometime this Thing plea- 
eth us, and we reſolve upon it, bur then comes 
another, and turns the former quite out of Doors; 
sho for a Time but Tamar! Her Brother Amnon 
i was ſick Cf Love for Her, but no ſooner had he 
„his Will of Her, but he ſends her packing with 
MI utmoſt Deteſtation. Whereas there is no ſuch 
jarring, no ſuch Inconſiſtence and Contrariety in 
the Thoughts of God; for they are all agreed, 
they do not in or about any one Particular, Fall 
out, nor Quarrel, nor Thwart one another. As 
there is a perfect Harmony among the Divine 
Attributes, ſo there is among the Divine 
ae G(êĩu’j‚ . ĩ ĩ• u A NT 
The Divine Attributes may, and do ſeem to 
us contrary to one another, as Juſtice and Mer- 
cy, we are apt to think they ftand in one ano- 
thers Way; but it is no ſuch Matter, there is 
no need of reconciling chem: For they do not 
contend, bur happily agree, they meet and kifs 
each other. When Juſtice muſt do its Work, 
and execute Judgment upon a reſolved, obſti- 
nate, and impenitent Sinner; Mercy doth no 
longer interpoſe, it pleads no more, ſpeaks not 
« Word further on his behalf, but delivers up 
the Criminal, that the Law may have its Courſe, 
1 = -T 4 00 
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and Juſtice its full blow, And on the other ſide 
If at any Time, and upon any Perſon, Divine 
Mercy thinks good to maguifie it ſelf; wha 
| though it be a bloody Manaſſeb, or a perſecutins 
Saul, Juſtice complies, raiſes no Objections 1 
gainſt things, laies no Rubs, nor Obſtacles in tie. © 
way. , Nay in ſuch a Caſe, Jultice doth not only 
comply and conſent ; but likewiſe it moſt cheat. 
fully Concurs to the Thing, and hath an Hand in 
the Work: For, as I have already ſaid, the Wil. 
dom of God hath been ſo admirable in its Con. 
trivances, and in its lay ing the whole Scene of W 
Affairs; that theſe Two can walk Friendly, Men, 
and Hand in Hand throughout the whole, ThGNHCOnCe 
in Rom. 3 26. God is ſaid to be Juſt, and the Juſh- Rank 
fier of bim that believeth in Jeſus, To juſtifie be. oft 
lievers ( who notwithſtanding their believing, will 


1 5 are Sinners both by Nature and Life) is an Ad Race 


of ſpecial Mercy and rich Grace, and yet in the hic 
doing thereof God is unreprovably Juſt; and ſo Tho 
we meet with a Paſſage of a like Import, in 1 Jo bis 1 
1. 9. If we confeſs our Sint, He is juſt and faitb I nil 
ful to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from al Thc 
Unriphteouſneſs. Here now is Grace in its Meri. lis 0 
dian heighth, Grace in its Glory; this will be t Chi 
all the Angels and Saints in Heaven, the Matter ktie 
of their Eternal Praiſes and Admirings: And yet reſt 
Juſtice approves of it, and moſt freely Conſents} de 
to it, and hath an Hand in it; upon the Account thit 
of bis Covenant and Promiſe He is faithſul in do- der 
ing, for thereby he makes his Word good, ye ban 
ne he is e eo... =” 


* 


After the ſame Manner there is a ſweet Con- lay 
co1d, a moſt excellent and perfect Harmony in bri 
all the Thoughts of God concerning his People, W 
Job 23. 13. He is in one Mind, and who can tun plc 


| Thong hts concerning his Peop le. 
im, Though He hath a Multitude of Thoughts, 


the ame, like himſelf, without variableneſs or ſha- 
ow of turning: And ſo are his Purpoſes and De- 
crees which are the Dictates of his Wiſdom, and 


the fixed reſolves of his Will. He chooſeth and 


ſands to his choice, He loveth and reſts in his 
Love; He giveth liberally and upbraideth not, 


He giveth liberally and repenteth not. 
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jet He hath but one Mind. Though He hath a a 
reat Variety of Thoughts, yet He doth never 

Fary nor change his Mind; His Mind is one and 


We may, ſpeaking of God after the Manner of 8 
Men, humbly divide or diſtinguiſh his Thoughts 


concerning his People, into theſe two Sorts or 
Ranks. Firſt, His Thoughts concerning that 


moſt bleſſed and glorious Eſtate unto which He 
will advance them, after they have finiſhed the 


Race which they had to run, and the Work 
which was given them to do; and thoſe are his 


Thoughts about the End: And then there are 
bis Thoughts concerning the Way, by which He 
will bring them to that End; and theſe are his 


Thoughts concerning the Means. Thus ic was in 
bis dealings with his firſt and ancient People, the 
Children of Jſrael, and Seed of Abrabam his 


friend : Gods Thovghts were to bring them to 


reſt in Canaan, a land flowing with Milk and Ho- 


ney ; and then in what way he would bring them 
thither, iz. through a waſte and howling Wil- 


derneſs. So it is with the ſpiritual Seed of Abra- 
bam, Gods firſt Thoughts are to glorifie himſelf, 
and to get himſelf an Everlaſting Name, by the 
laving of ſome of the Children of Men, and 
bringing them to Heaven, that Land of Light, 


aud Life, and Love, and making them there com- 


pleatly and everlaſtingly Happy in Communion 
1 VV 


Ne That ſo the Fatigues and Dangers of the Wilder W 


Penury and Wants with which they are here fre. 
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with him, and Enjoyment of him. And beſide, 
He hath other Thoughts about the Way, hoy 
this ſhall be effected 1 brought to paſs; and o 
he reſolved in himſelf to leave Men to them. 
| ſelves, and to ſuffer them to fall from that State 
of Holineſs, Happineſs and Honour in which th 
were Created, into a State of Sin and Miſery: 


neſs might the more commend to them the Land 

of Promiſe, where they may go to a City of Ha- 
bitation : And that ſuch a State of Sin and Mifery 
might the more commend Heaven to them, and 
the undiſturbed reſt which is to be had there: The 


_ quently pinched, will be as a Foil to ſet off that 
fulneſs of Joy which is in the Preſence of God: 
and thoſe Pleaſures which are at his right Band 
for evermore. For as Health and Eaſe is moſt 
| ſweet and pleaſant to them that have laboured 
vnder tedious Sickneſs and tormenting Pain; ſo 
will Heaven, and the Happineſs thereof be unto 
all thoſe who have by ſad and long Experience 
known, what it is to be conflicting with power-| 
ful Corruptions within, and with violent Temp. 
tations from without, beſide the Fear and Senſe ſhim. 
of Divine Diſpleaſure. Oh how wonderfully and 
will they be tranſported with Joy ! What a Rap- Inig 
ture will they be put into? What Melody will vide 
they make in their Hallelujahs, when they once out 
come into Heaven, the Seat of the Bleſſed, who ſand 
| haye had an Hell within thefn! ? Further, Gods nels 
Thoughts have been of giving them a Right and Icon 
Title to Heaven, who had forfeited all the good the 
Things they had upon Earth; and could not lay {Cot 
claim to a Crumb of Bread, nor a drop of Wa- Ng 
ker, and in order hereunto le parted with 1 5 
nl 
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only and dearly beloved Son ont of his Boſom, 
ad ſent him into the World to die for them, to 
de made Sin for them, a Sacrifice and Curſe for 
. Wihem; co ſatisfie Juſtice, ro pay their Debts, to = 
e fall all Righteouſneſs, and to purchaſe for them 

an Inheritance above, which is incorruptible, un- = 
: aeſiled, and that fadeth not away. And again, 
bis Thoughts have been about the bringing of 
nem into a fitneſs for Heaven, and making them 
- Wmeer to partake of the Inheritance of the Saints 


In Light; that as Heaven is a prepared Place, 
do they may be a prepared People; that fo Hea- 
e Nen may not be weary of them, nor they weary 

. Jof Heaven. Hence there is a gracions Change, 
t Nabſolutely neceſlary in Order to that glorious 
Change; for this bleſſed End and Purpoſe, He is 

d pleaſed to ſend his Holy Spirit for the meliora- 


ſt ting and refining of their Natures; the ſubduing Þ 
d Band purging out their Corruptions, and the ſan- 0.1 
o Naifying of their Hearts, and to conform them to 
o NChriſt, to which He did predeſtinate; for this End —_ 
he hath provided and appointed Ordinances for 4 1 


them, the Word and Sacraments, by which they 
may be brought home to Chriſt, and to God by 
bim, and built up in him, increas'd, improv'd, 
nd nouriſhed to Eternal Life - And that He 

p. night in nothing be wanting to them, He pro- 
ll rides Phy ſick for them as well as Food, ordering 
e out Afflictions for the taking away of their Sins, 
o land making them further Partakers of his Holi- 

15 neſs. Thus you ſee that all the Thoughts of God 

d concerning his People do moſt ſweetly agree, 
d they are all of a Piece, all of them do Concur and 
Contribute to the ſame End, they all do Work 

. together for their Good, © © 


\: HE F 4 Seventhly, 


— — —— ono tn — —— —— 


52 . The Preciouſneſs of God: 
Serventhly, The preciouſneſs of Gods Thoughts tn 
cerning his People, doth conſiſt in, and appear hy 
fixedneſs of them, We poor Creatures are 9 
and on, our Minds and Thoughts are futtern 
and unſtable; we are greatly pleas'd with them u 
Day, and do no leſs diſlike them upon the Mo. 
row. Now we reſolve upon this or that as high chem 
rational, and making evidently for our own Part. 
cular Intereſt, or the Publick Good; but upon: 
ſecond or third ſerious Review, we reject thok 
Reſolutions as being very fooliſh and abſury, 
Affligted and then diſconſolate Job bitterly con 
plained, in Job 17.11. That his Purpoſes we 
broken off, even the Thoughts of his Heart. An 
this, was not his Caſe alone, but vſval and com. 
mon to the Children of Men, and this doth fe. 
veral Ways come to paſs. . Sometimes God break 
Mens Purpoſes off, he orders out ſome Crok 
Providence in the way to the Thing purpoſe, 
which the Perſon concerned cannot poſſibly get 
cover, and ſometimes Men break off their own 
| Purpoſes, Many under checks of Conſcience, 

| ſtartling Sermons, fears of Hell, purpoſe to re. 
pent and reform, and to lead a new and bettet: b 
Life than they did before; but Sin comes with; 
freſh Motion, and claps a faſter hold upon then, 
and they change their Minds, and their Purpoſe 
of Reformation vaniſh into nothing. So that 
1 they continue what they were before, and for 
l the molt part grow much worſe. Sometime; 


_ Sickneſs, and Loſſes, and Charges in our Condi- 
tion break them off; we Purpoſe in one Condi 
tion, but then we are brought into another, and 
ſo are render'd uncapable of performing that 

which we had purpoſed. Once more, when Dead 

_ comes, it will moſt certainly break all our ro 5 

2 i a ; | 1 8 | ev, 
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ſs. Some Purpoſe to do this and the other for 
their Souls; but Death comes upon them unex- 


pectedly, and ſo all is broken off: Therefore 
though it is good for Men and Women to have 


them: Let Performance immediately follow good 
purpoſes, and Action tread upon the Heels of 
Holy Reſolution. David ſhewed his Wiſdom in 
making haſte, and not delaying his Duty, Pſalm 


ese... F)) IS ODDS 26s Bo be orb age 
m Bur now the Thoughts of God are firm and 
eu ſtable, and his Purpoſes ſhall never be broken off, 
nd neither can they be; Job 23. 13, 14. He is in one 
. Mind, and who can turn him: And what bis Soul 
deſireth, even that be doth, for be performeth the 
ll Thing that is appointed for me, and many ſuch 
bl Things are with him. God is unſearchable in his 
dj Eſſence and Nature, His Name is / AM, what 
ei he was from Eternity, that he is now; and what 


the World, and others to do this and that for 


good Purpoſes, yet it is not good to take up with 


uu he is now, that he will be to Eternity: The © T1 


ce Heavens wax Old as a Garment, and ſhal] be 
e changed as a Veſture, but He is the ſame. Do 


er but make ſure of an Intereſt in God, and then : 


vou have a faſt Friend, and a Portion for ever, 
And as He himſelf is the ſame, ſo is bis Mind, 


ſs that is one; his Purpoſes are the ſame, his De- 


at crees the ſame. None can turn him, He can 
oF eaſily turn Man, the ſtouteſt, the ſtrongeſt, and 
e moſt reſolved, even a Sennacherib himſelf, a. 
1 39. 29. Becauſe thy Rage againſt me, and thy Tu- 
JW malt is come up into mine Ears, therefore will J put 
my book in thy Noſe, and my Bridle in thy Lips, and 
al will tarn thee back in the way which thou cameſt. 
a But all the Men on Earth, and Angels in Hea- 
ven cannot turn God; He ever is. conſiſtent 
e . 
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_ with himſelf, not changing through Folly as thy 
do who miſtake themſelves, nor through Weg. 


_ meſs as they do who are not able to do what thy 


| intended. His Thoughts always look the ſany 


Way, and He is ſtill goirig on, and on, to his 
deſigned End; altogether uncapable of being di. 
verted, or ſtopt by Strength of Argument, or 

Force of Arms But that which hit Soul defareth, 
that which he is pleaſed withal that he doth, 
_ He Wills it, and Effects it; it is done at tha le 
very Time, and in that very Way in which He 


wills it. But Job goeth on, He performeth the 
Thing that is appointed for me, viz. in his Eter- 


nal Counſel and Decree: All that comes upon 
us, both our Comforts and Croſſes, our Sweets 
and Bitters are by the Appointment of God: 


And, ſaith He, Many ſuch Things are with him, 


i. e. many ſuch Appointments, and they ſhall 
all come to paſs. Though there be never ſo ma- 
ny Irons in the Fire, none of them ſhall cool; be 
the Divine Appointments ever ſo numerous, 
there is not one of them ſhall fail: And all this 

_ doth proceed and flow from the immutability of | 

| God, who is, as the Apoſtle James ſaith, James 
1. 17. Without any wariableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 


ing, God, as Dr, Manton faith upon the Place, 
and all that is in God is unchangeable. His 
Wiſdom is ſo, and his Holineſs, and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, and his Mercy, that endures for ever; 


and his Love, for he loves his People with an 
' Everlaſting Love. And ſo are his Counſels and 
Decrees, Mutat Sententiam, ſaith Bradwardin, 


non decretum, He ſometimes changes and alters 


his Promiſe, as that made to Eli concerning his 
| Houſe; and ſometimes He alters and doth not 
execute his Threatning, as that which He de. 


nounced 
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ounced againſt Nerve, as to its Deſtrudion | 
rithin Forty But he doth never alter his 
Necrees. That is Name is Jam, was the ſup- 
vort and N of Iſrael in Fęytt; and this 
nay well, O Saints! be your Comfort too, what- 
er Changes there are up and down i in the 
World, in Kingdoms and Nations, and what- _ 
rer Changes there are in Men; Acquaintance 
row ſtrange, and Friends turn Enemies; hat- 
ſever Changes there are in your Spirits, and in 
Jour Conditions, ſtill there are no Changes i in 
God, and therein lies your Security and Com- 
| fort, Mal. 3. 6. I the Lord change not, therefore je 
Sons of Jacob are not conſumed : And therefore ye 
humble, penitent, and believing Sinners are not 
condemned. Bat to all this. that hath been ſaid, 
| ſhall add one Thing more. — 
Eighthly, The preciouſneſs of the Thoughts of God 
concerning bis Peopie, doth conſiſt and appear in tbe 
Efficacy of them. They ſhall all be brought into 
AQ, as they are fixed and immutable, Prov, 19. 
11. There are many devices in the Heart of Man, 
bu the Counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand. Yea, it 
hall, when all is done againſt it that can be done, 
therefore let vs not ſink at this Day. I have 
read, that Holy Miconius, upon a view of the 
Churches Enemies, in a Letter to Calvin had 
this Expreſſion, Gandeo 4d Chriſtus Dominus eſt, 
ahoqui totus deſperaſſem. I am glad that Chriſt is 
King, for otherwiſe I had been utterly out of Heart 
and Hope. But let our Faith be ſtrong, for his 
Throne js ſure, and his Thoughts ſtand to all 
Generations, to the end of Time, to the utmoſt. 
of Erernity ; and He hath aſſur'd us, that He 
wil fulfil all "bis Plea Wo, Vis Eternal Purpoſes 
+: bis choſen ones are his Pleaſure, K 
affor 
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afford him an unſpeakable Delight, and k; 
will fulfl them all; be of good Chear therefore, 
O Saints! ſtudy the Scriptures, . that Book « 


Books, acquaint your ſelves well with the Coye. 
nant of Grace, and the exceeding great and pre. 
cious Promiſes of the Goſpel, and know, that 
every one of them ſhall be fulfilled ; let Earth 
and Zell combine and arm, and do their worſt, 
though Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, yet 
not one Jota or Tittle of theſe ſhall fall to the 
Ground, or ſhort of its Accompliſhment. 
Indeed, if you look upon your ſelves, and 
_ conſider your own weakneſs; how unable you 
are to make good your Ground, and to bear 
up againſt the Oppoſition and Temptations, 
which you have Reaſon to expect in your Pai- 
ſage thorough the World: Or if you conſider, 
how much you have offended God and provoked 
him; and how juſtly he might withdraw his In- 
| fluences and Aſſiſtances from you, and become 
your Enemy, and Fight againſt you ; your Spi- 
rits may well fail, and your Hearts even Die 
within you; but God, even your God, in his In- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath made you 
| ſafe for Eternity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. Hymeneus and 
Pjbiletus had erred concerning the Truth, and by 
their Suggeſtions overthrown the Faith of ſome; 
thus it was then, and may we not with ſadneſs 
ſay, even ſo it is in theſe our Days? Many Pro- 


feſſors are corrupted in their Judgmeats, having 


drunk in damnable Hereſies; many are drawa 
into Sin and flagitious Practices by over-pomer- 
ig Temptations, and not a few are ſo deſpe- 
rately fallen away, that it is impoſſible for them 
to be renewed again unto Repentance; but there 
the Apoſtle tells us (and bleſſed be God * 
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fe wall tell us ſo) that nevertheleſs, notwith- 
ſtanding the Errors of ſome, and the Weakneſs, | 
nd Defection of others; The Foundation of God 
andeth ſure, having this Seal, the Lord knowttb 
pho are his. Believers ſtand vpn a firm Foun- 
dation, the Eternal Purpoſe of Election. God 
hath loved them, and in his Love he hath choſen 
2nd {et them apart for himſelf; and this Foundati- 
on is ſore, it will out-laſt Rocks and Mountains, 
which ſhall depart and be removed; but this 
cannot be ſtirr'd nor ſhaken, for it is the Founda- 


* „ 


1 of God; he hath laid it himſelf, and fince he 


hath laid it, He will maintain it. The Foundatt- 
ron ſhall ſtand, becauſe God will ſtand to it: And 
Bi is ſeaPd, ſo that there is an utter impolſibility 

Jof its being alter'd; and the Seal is this, the 
Lord know:th who are bis - He knows them with a 
Knowledge of Intuition, a diſtinguiſhing Know- 
ledge, He knows every one of them, and that in 


gracious Lot in a vile City, and one righteous 

Noah in a wicked World; and He knows them 
with a Knowledge of Approbation. e highly 
" © approves of what he himſelf hath done, viz. his 
d chooſi ing them, and ſetting them apart for him- 
ſelf, and for Life and Happineſs, and to obtain 
0 Salvation; he likes what he hath done herein, 
hat it ſhall never be undone again, and by Con- 
ſequence he doth approve of them. Thus He had 
8 reſpect to Abel, yea, and to his Offering. 

And now we may reſt fully aſſured of this, that 
theſe Thoughts of God ſhall certainly take Place, 
and that the Divine Love, which is the Spring, . 
Source and Original of them will not be baffled, 
nor defeated; but will effect its gracious Purpo- 
I es, and bring to paſs all its Deh dens. "Tk . 
| there 


1 Croud or Throng of others. He knew one 
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there be Mountains i in the way, and thoſe greg 
and high ones; yet know to your Comfort, thy 
this Divine Love is accompanied with Diyig 
; Power, and they both are infinite, and when 


LY theſe two meet there can be no ſuch Thing as w 


impoſſibility; nay, every Difliculty doth vaniþ 
and diſappear: This Love goeth ontriumphant 


in its way, leaping upon Mountains, and 55 
ping over Hills; yea, it doth, with eaſe level th; 
E N and make them to become a Pla, 


_ Zecb. 4 
There are indeed i in our Eyes Abd Apprehe 


Hm a great many Difficulties, ſuch as we ſhoult 
count and call inſuperable: Many without, an! 


many within, ſuch as would poſe the Wiſdom 


J 


and non-plus the Power of an Angel; yea, ofal 
the Angels in Heaven. But the Work is in the 
Hand of a God, and his Arm is ſufficient for him; 
and by that, all theſe Difficulties. ſhall be over 
come, and. with Joy be it ſpoken ; many, yea, 
the hardeſt of all are overcome already, Lis. 
The ſatisfying of a violated Law, and of offend-i 
ed, provoked, Juſtice; and all the reſt ſhall be 
ſo too, every one in its Seaſon, I will brief 
Inſtance in a few T hings, and by them You maj 
judge of the reſt. 
I. The old Man is a great hindrance in the 
way of our Welfare, but this hath been already 
3 with Chriſt; and ſo it is likewiſe in al 


them that are Effectually Called, and it ſhall, be 


more and more mortified, till at length it fl 
Die, and be no more. So that it ſnall not bin- 


der the Perfection of their Grace, nor the bright- 
nels of their Glory. 


A4. The Gates of Hell, notwithſtanding all 
Their Policy and Power ſhall not prevail agalnſt 


you, 


— — 
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(08 ; but notwithſtanding your Weakneß, thro 
Power given into you from above, yon fhall, 
ſtand your Ground, and prevail againſt them, 
and be more than Conquerors through him that 
bored yon; in the Time of moſt violent Temp- 
tation, there ſhall be a neceſſary ſupport, and a 
way to efcape, and Satan himſelf ſhall be brui- 


er IRIS otz 
3. My dear Friends, I moſt earneſtly defire you 
to conſider ſeriouſly of it, that there were a great 
many Difficulties in the way of your Salvation; 
t was difficult to teeoneile Juſtice and Mercy, fo 
that they ſhould meet and kiſs each other. But 
God found out a way, fo that this was done, 
Chrift ſhould Die, and by means of that, Sib 
ners ſhould Live; the Chaſtiſement of their Peace 
ſhovkd be upon him, and by his Stripes they 
ſhould be healed. He: ſhould ſtand in the Room, 
and ſuffer in their ſtead, and be offer'd up a Sa- 


crifice for them; hereby offended: Juſtice ſhall be 


ſatisfied, and all itsdemands anſwer d, and there- 


upon a free and open way ſhall be made for Mer- 


cy to ſhew, and magnifie it ſelf : My own Son, 
in whom all fulneſs dwells, ſhalt pay the whole 


of that Debt which they had contracted; and 


then, ſaith God, I will give them a full diſ- 


charge. 


4. But, Lord, He is thine own and only Son; 
the dearly beloved of thy Soul, the brightneſs of 
thy Glory, and the expreſs Image of thy Perſon ; 
how canft thou find in thy Heart to part with 
him, and to expoſe him to ſuch heavy and grie- 
vous Sufferings, as He muſt neceſſarily undergo 
in order hereunto? This we may rationally con- 
chude to be a great Difficulty, but however God 
did overcome it; Rom, 8. 32. e ſpared net his 
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ll own Son, bat delivered him up for us all. Lea, an 
1 more than ſo, Ja. 53. 10. It pleaſed the Lordi 
9 br uiſe bim, the Sacrifice of Chriſt was in the No. at 
* ſtrils of God, a Sacrifice of a ſweet Savour. | 
Wi: J. But when this was done, and the Work 
* carried on thus far; it is a very difficult Thiag 
|. to prevail with Sinners to accept of Chriſt, to 
remove theiraverſeneſs from him. There is ſuch 
Ii - Pride in their Hearts, that they are not Willing 
do be beholden to him for Righteouſneſs, aud 
Il. ſioch reigning Sin in their Natures, that they 
8 are not willing to bow to. his Sceptre, nor come 
| under his Government. But God hath been 
1 pleaſed to reſolve upon the overcoming of thi 
Difficulty too, and to that Purpoſe he makes bare 
if his Almighty Arm, and puts forth ſuch a Strength 
Il as bears down all the Refiſtance that the fooliſh 
Sinner makes, Pſalm 110. 3. 7 by People tall h 
willing in the Day of thy Power. They muſt in- 
ll: deed be drawn before they will ſtir, but whea 
dd doth draw them, he doth it ſo ſtrongly that 
they cannot but come, and withal He doth it 
| ſo ſweetly that they come with a good Will; 
they come running, as thoſe that think they can- 
not make haſte enough, nor get to Chriſt ſoon Þ 
it enough, but count every Day a Year, Cant. 1.4 
[! Draw me, we will run after thee. 
ll. 1 But ſuch an one is an old Sinner, he bath þ 
1 grown Gray in his wickedneſs; he hath not only 
5 aà corrupt Nature, but been for a long Time ac- 
if cuſtom'd to Sin; and that is a ſecond Nature, 
If and an Ethiopian may aſſoon change his Skin, 2nd 
| the Leopard his Spots, as one that is accuſtom- 
if to do Evil, learn to do Well. He is double. qu 
it — Sinner in Grain. He hath lain rotting ia 
1 his Luſt like a dead Carkaſs | in its Grave. 3 
eat 


ou” 0 
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heath God will be thy Plague, O Grave be will be 
/ Deſtraction, Hol. 13. 14. He hath, and will, 
; Cain fay ro ſuch an one, Sinner come forth ; The © 

Head ſhall bear the Voice "of the Son of God, and 
| Whey that hear ſhall Live, John 5. 25. 5 
oF 7. But theſe poor Creatures after they have 
ound Mercy, and been reduced from their Wan- 
+ Wcrings, will be ready to backſlide and run away 
Nom God again: Bur ſaith God, as to thoſe that 
re indeed mine, Iwill take Care as to that, the 
lection doth obtain; thoſe that! have choſen 
all be called, and that ſo Eftectually that they 
hall come, and what the Election doth obtain 
ſhall maintain. Therefore God enters into ſuch 
Covenant as is Everlaſting, order'd in all things 
nd ſure, in which He hath undertaken and en- 


le too, Jer. 32. 40. For himſelf, 7 will not turn 
way from them to do them good : And for his 
en Feople too, I will put my fear in their Hearts, that 
ut Mey [ball not depart from me; i. e. They ſhall not 
it Fo depart as totally and finally to forſake me, 
11; et fo depart from me, as never to return unto 
an- Ne again. And as for thoſe backſlidings which 
on Hey may be guilty of, through the Prevalency 
J Corruption and Temprations : „ have provi- 
ed as to them too, the backiliding ſhall be par- 
ath Pon'd, and the Backſlider ſhall be 1 f Hoſ. 
4. 4. J will heal their backſliding, I will love them 
ey; yea, and dearly for all that, ſmall Mat- 
P ſhall not Part us; no, nor great ones nei- 
r. 

8. But they will meet with much and great 5 
dy- ppoſition in their Way, they cannot get to 
in Weir own Country without paſſing through this 


aged for both ſides, for himſelf and for his eo- 


0 Vilderneſs, Where the Lion will be roaring, 


ath G and 2 
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and.the Serpent hiſſing and the Adder biting zi 
5 the Heel; chere age Enemies within, aud EW 


7 


a potent, active, to diſturb, to divert; 3a 


mies without, all malicious, miſchievous, w 


to deſtroy, but God will deliver them from a you, 
and carry them thorough. all; their own Am con- 


will not fave them, therefore they. ſhall be bey and 


by the power of God thorough Faith to Sava ſo f 
on Thoſe Paſſages of our dear Saviour are {ren 


vereignly Cordial, John. 10. 48, 49. J give uni the! 
them Eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, ws 
ther ſhall any Man pluck them out of mine Hand: 
Ay Father, who gave them me is greater than al 
and no Man is able to Jt them out of my Father 
Hand: Aud as no 

can any Devil. 


lan can do it, ſo neither 


* 


It is true the Scripture Gith, The Righteous at 


| ſearcely ſaved, 1 Per. 4.18. But however thgſh 1 


Thall be faved, and ſo it be done, it is no Mat- thy 
ter though it be ſcarcely done: For that Wordſſþ are 
| ſcarcely ſpeaks only the Difficulty in doing, bu 
no Defe& in the Thing when it is done; thoupi 
they he ſcarcely ſaved, yet they are compleatl 
faved. There is nothing that ſhall keep his Pec- 


ple from him, though his Sheep be ſcatter'd 4} #1? 


broad ; though they be wandred very far, yet bg ſai 
will ſeek them out, and bring them into his Fold di 


and God will for nothing caſt any of his Pes on 
ple off; Rom. 11. 2. God bath not caſt. away bi u 
People, which he foreknew. And as He hath no th 
done it hitherto, ſo He never will; there is no M 
thing that ſhall ſeparate them from his Love, 10 et 


thing that ſhall ſhpt them out of his Kingdonſ © 


God hath ſet bis Heart 9 — it to make them Hap} tb 
5 B and bring them to G 
ke 


ory, and it ſhall be done te 
hath bleſſed them, and they ſhall ba delt Fe 
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ne himſelf will never recal the Bleſſing, and nei- 
mer his, nor their greateſt Enemies ſhall ever be 
dle ro hinder the Operation of it. N 
Thus I have in many Particulars largely ſhewn 
oo, wherein the Preciouſneſs of God's Thoughts | 
concerning his People doth conſiſt and appear, 
u and I heartily wich that theſe Things may return 
o frequently, and work ſo powerfully, as to 
render that God precious to you, whoſe Thoughts 
mil they are. And now there is only one Queltion 
more, which J have to ſpeak to, before we come 
to the Uſes. And that is, What Reaſon is 
there, why theſe Thoughts of God ſhonld be ſo 
precious to a David, to the Saints of God ? Why 
ſhould they ſet ſo high a value and eſtimate 
upon them? Unto this Queſtion, I ſhall return 
% an Anſwer in theſe Two Things, KD, 
lh Firſt, There is great Reaſon for that, Becauſe 
. they are the Objects about which which theſe Thonghts 
df are imploied, and exerciſed, they the Happy Perſons 
buſh who are principally, if not ſolely concerned. They 
bel only are the Objects of Gods ſpecial and gracious | 
th} Promiſes, they are the Heirs of Promiſe, and of 
eg all the good that is contained in it. There are 
| 2 given unto us exceeding great and precious Promiſes, 
he faith the Apoſtle Peter; they are given tous, ex- 
oe cluſive to us, and not to others, as Philip ſaid to 
4 our Saviour. How is it, Lord, that thou wilt ma- 
iſeſt thy ſelf unto us, and not unto the World; 
there is a ſingular ſweetneſs in diſtinguiſning 
Mercies. Chriſt a Saviour to me, and not to 
others; Promiſes made to me, and not to others; 
on Oh how did the Holy Prophet Pray and Plead, 
zap that in theſe pleaſant Places his Lines might fall 
obe to him, Pſalm 106. 4, &c. Remember me with the 
elf Favour, which thou beareſt to thy People : That I 
| | G 2 | may 
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may ſee the good of thy choſen, that 1 may rejoice n Nn, 
the pladneſs of thy Nation, that I may Glory nib. 
thine Inheritance. All thoſe Bleſſings and good, 
Things put together, which lie in common and ee 
are promiſcuouſly; and, as it were, with a care. N 
leſs Hand given out to the Children of Men ae. 
very ſmall and inconſiderable, if they be compa. 
red with theſe Specialities. Thoſe are but com., 
mon Pebbles, theſe are the Jewels with which 
God adorns his Spouſe, and decks his Children, Nun 
Nc as all the precious Promiſes of God are 
made to them, ſo in like manner all the graciouſ 
Thoughts of God are exerciſed about them. A 
for others he ſaith, Caſt them out of my ſigbt, my 
Mind cannot be toward tbem; but his Mind fixeth 
upon theſe, 1/2. 66. 2. To this Man I look, ſaith 
the Lord, even to him that is poor and of a contrit: 
 Sprrit, and that trembleth at my Word. I do look 
to ſuch an one, yea, and I love to do ſo; I wil 
look off from others, that I might look to him: 
And we may ſay the ſame as to his Thoughts, he 
is willing to forget others that he might remem- 
ber him, and not to think of others that he may 
of him. Here that comes to my Mind which Ho- 
Iy Mr. Fox ſaid of a good Woman, that was 
Mean and Poor in the World, and deſired him 
to have her in his Thoughts. O, ſaid He, 7 fo fe 
get Lords and Ladies to think of ſuch an one as you 
are. So it is with the great and ever-bleſſed God. 
He doth not regard any of the great Ones of the 
World, the Topping and Bulky Men, the So— 
phies and Grandees, in Compariſon of an humble 
and Holy Soul, Jer. 29. 11. 1 know the Thoughts 
which 1 think toward you. His Heart is toward 
them, and ſo are his Thoughts, which make up- 
on his Mind a deep, and abiding 1 3 
1 8 e 5 chinks 


thinks of them, and then reflects upon thoſe 
his Thoughts with infinite Delight. This Da- 
vid knew full well, and rejoiced in the Know- 
I:dge of it. How many are thy Thoughts to us- 
ward, Pſalm 40.5. A Multitude of them to us- 
ward, which do meet in us as fo many Lines in 
ie Center. So in our Text, How precious are 
by Thoughts unto me, O God ! Thy Thoughts of 
me, and for me are precious. Thou didſt not 
only call me out of nothing and give me a Being, 

thou haſt not only made and formed me in the 
Womb; but ever ſince thou haſt had Thoughts 
of me for my Preſervation and Supply, for the 
Bleſſing of me, and doing me good. © 
This may very well be to you Matter of great 
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Comfort, for it is a ſingular ground of Hope, and a 
mighty Staff in the Hand of Faith, with which you 
may walk comfortably through this Vale of Tears. 
Doth God think of us in ſuch a Manner, and to 


Iſuch a Purpoſe, then it follows, that He loves us; 


and if we are the Objects of his Love, then we 
may be ſure that he will make us the Objects of 
his Care, and He will be gracious to us; Pſalm 
115.12, 13. The Lord hath been mindful of us, He 
will bleſs us, He will bleſs the Houſe of Iraei, He will 
bleſs the Houſe of Aaron, He will bleſs them that 
fear the Lord, both ſmall and great. Since he is 
mindful of all his People, He will do them good, 
and command a Bleſſing upon them, of what Rank, 
and Order ſoever they be; whether high or low, 
young or old, great or ſmall. And further, Gods 
thinking of you, may greatly Comfort you under 
Mens forgetfulneſs and neglect; for this alone 
will make you an abundant amends, what: though 
your old intimate Friends and Acquaintance! have 
forgotten you, yet ſo doth not God; Pſalm 
. FF 142. 4. 
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142. 4. I looked on my right Hand and bebeld, ani 
there was no Man that would know me, refuge fail. 


egal me, no Man cared for my Soul: This was 2 
pitiful Caſe, what did he do in it; He tells you 


in werſe 5. I cried unto thee, O Lord, I ſail, thou 
art my Refuge, and my Portton in the- Land of the 
Living. He had none but God, and he found 
enough in God. A Refuge in God, there wa 
his Security; a Portion in God, and that was to 
his Satisfaction. What though your neareſt Re. 
lations, that are bound to you by the ſtricgeſt 
ties of Nature, prove unnatural; yet you may 
Promiſe to your ſelves Kindneſs from him, who 
is not only the God of Nature, but of all Grace 
too. So David did, Pſalm 27. 10. When ny 
Father and my Mother forſake me, then the Lin 
will take me up. What ſhall I ſay ? Let the Con- 
dition you are in, be never ſo deſtitute and dif. 
conſolate, this one. Thing may be a Support and 
Cordial to you; Fſ/alm 40. 17. I am pqor and nt. 
dy, yet the Lord thinketb on me. He knew ht 
ſhould not want, ſo long as He had a God. 


Secondly, There is great Reaſon, Why theſe gra. 


+ cious Thoughts of God ſhould be exceeding preciou 
to all the Saints, becauſe they cannot hut actnbwiecht 
_ themſelves to be altogether nnworthy of them. As 
Jacob confeſt that he was leſs than the leaſt o 
God's Mercies, ſo may they, that they are les 
than the leaſt of God's Thoughts: He had not 
any need to have looked ont of himſelf; ſince be 
could not but meet with enough in Kimfelf for 


his Thoughts to work upon from Eternity to E- 


ternity. Enough to have afforded to him a ful. 

neſs of Delight and Satisfaction, wiz. his own 
eſſential Glory, and infinite Perfections. And 
the Three Sacred, ever bleſſed Per ſons inthe N 


hed ww" _ 3 Es: aA, SL > TS cC-_ = 


Thoughts concerning bir People. 87 


head were, and could not but be iofigitely plea- 
kd with, and delighted in themſelves aud one 


another, 'beholding and converſing with one a- 


nother ; nor could there be ahy Thidg without 
them, capable of making any the leaſt Addition 
to that ſuperlative Delight, which they took in 
themſelves and-in one another; the ſmalleſt Mite 
to that immenſe Treafury of Happineſs and Glo- 
ry, of which they were Attually and Eternally 
poſſeſt. The Pfalmiſt moſt Hümbly and readily | 
ownetl and *acktiowftdged chis, Pſalm 16. 2. 0 
my Sou, thou haſt fait into the Lord, my Goodneſs = 
extendeth not to thee. Suppoſe it "advanced to 
the greateſt heighth poſſible, it could not reach . 
ſo high as God. 

Therefore it muſt neelys be a great Condeſeen- 
tion in God to think of Man, and if I may with 
al humble Reverence ufe the Expreſſion; divert 
and take his Eye off from ſo "infinitely a lovely 
ind beautiful Object as himſelf; of contempla- 
ting where fe cin never be weary, and turn 
it to Man, and fix it upon'him. If a Crown and 


Throne doth ſo much ſublimite and raife a Man 


above the common Stature of thoſe who are o- 
therwiſe his Fellow. creatures, that Mephiboſheth 
ſaid to David, 2 Jim. 9. 8. What is thy Servant, 
that tbou Powldeft look upon ſuch a dead Dog as ] 
am ? 8 it did much more become David 
himſelf, 0 fay' to God, as He did, I falm 8. 4. 
Whit is Alan that" thou aft mindful of him, and the 
Son f 2 2 Biiteſt bim? What! is Man ? 
Yes, and à ER propound t e Queſtion, What is 
Man'? - Surely 99 0 is ſomething, Yes, He is ſo, 
He is won y.curiouſly made. He is an excel 
ent Perſoh; ie the Top of the Cedtiöp, the 
Maſter-picer in * . He is but 
955 a lit- 
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a little lower than the Angels, the Soul which 
1s a part of Man is of ineſtimable Value, more 
worth than all the World; yet notwithſtanding 
all this, and all. Things elle that may be ſaid of 
him, the Queſtion returns, bat is Man that 
God ſhould be mindful of bim ? What is there it 


Man that ſhould draw. out the Heart of God tlf 


him, or engage the Thougths of God for him 
It will appear, there is nothing in him that can 
be by us look d upon, as mgpiting ,or- deſerviig 
ſuch a Favour at the Divine Hand,, it we take 4 
Two-fold view of him, as Le is a Creature and 
as He is a Sinner. 


Firſt, Let us conſi der Man, as FFT is a Creature: 


and ſo indeed as to its Original, it is Divine 


it was God. that made him, and not he himſelf; 
but if we conſider the Matter of which he Wis 
made, that was no other than Duſt. He is 2 
piece 'of Clay, moulded and made up into Hu- 


mane Shape, know we not that there is an Infinite 


Diſtance between God and us. The Lord i 
high above all Nations, and bis Glory above the 
Heavens, Pſalm 113.6. Who is like unto the Lord 
our God who dwelleth on bigh, who humbleth bimſelf 

to behold the things which are in, Heaven ? It is a 
low ſtoo 
him to look to the Heavenly Hoſt, the glorious 
Angels; how much lower doth the Divine Ma- 
jeſty ſtoop, when he beholds the Things that are 
here upon the Earth. What a vaſt lultitude 
of People do you conclude there are in this City, 
| when at a Lord- Mayors Shew, you ſee the Win- 
dows, Belconies, and Leads filled, and the Streets 
Crouded and Throng'd : But how much more 
would you be Kenn if you ſhould ſee all the 
[Inhabitants of England meet together in one 


Place; 


p in God, a grear Condeſcention for | : 
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Place; but what a ſight will there be at the Laſt 
and Great Day, when all the World, all that 
ever were in it, from the firſt beginning of Time 
to the utmoſt Period thereof, ſhall upon an uni- 
yerſal Summons appear and ſtand before the Tri- 
bunal of Chriſt, who is appointed to judge the 


World in Righteouſneſs. But Alas! What are 


all theſe if they came to be compared with God ? 
Let the Holy Prophet Anſwer the Queſtion, in 
Iſa. 40. 15. Behold the Nations are as the drop of a 
Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the Bal- 
lance: And what an Ocean of Love mult there be 
in God to be ſo thoughtful about a drop. Nay, 
the Prophet goes on and tells us, in verſe 17, All 


Nations are before bim as nothing, yea, they are counted 


to him leſs than nothing, and Vanity, One God 
weighs all Nations down, they all are nothing 
to him. And if that all Nations be ſo, and no 


more than po, what then ſhall we reckon the 
Church to be, which our Saviour calls W e 


1 RE. SEE, T9. wad wr, - Sato... of Sd 
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5 , a little little Flock; and yet further, 

what art thou, or what am [, or what is any 
one of us, that God ſhould think of us; yea, and 
be ſo conſtant and kind, ſo gracious and curious 
in thoſe his Thoughts. We are but little in Be- 


ing, meer ſhreds of Being, but one remove from 


nothing. We are but little in Power, Angels are 
ſaid to excel in Strength; but we are a bundle 
of Infirmities and Weakneſſes, not ſufficient of 
our ſelves to think any thing as of our ſelves; 
and. if not ſufficient to form a; regular Holx 


Thought, then what is it that we are ſufficient, 


for. And we are but little in worth, what is our 
Name but the very ſame with that which Jacob 
called himſelf; namely, Jeſs than the leaſt of Aer 
dien. What do all our Duties and Services a- 
1-1 | „ „ mount 
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mount to? Not to the earning of our Bread 
Our Saviour that full well knew, how to ſet the 


Price of Things, bid vs, when we have done a 


that is commanded us, ſay, We are unprofitable 


Servants. If he had ſuffer'd us all to periſh, if he 
had reduc'd and ſent us back into our firſt No. 


thing, if he had let us go down in our Sins to 


Hell, He would not have miſt us; but could have 
raiſed up a bigger World of better Perſons, who 
| ſhould have continued in their Uprightneſs and 


Integrity, and been as ſo many golden Trum. 


pets to ſound'forth'the Glory and Praiſes of their Þ 


ar Creator. What are we then that God 


mould ſet his Heart upon us, that he ſaould ſeek 
dur Good as He hath done, and ſti!! goeth on to 
do. What are we, that when we were loſt and 


fuin'd, he ſhould find a Ranſom for us, and pur- 
chaſe us at ſo great a Rate as the precious Blood 


of his own and only Son; and that He ſhould F 
deſign for us ſo great a Portion as himſelf, ſuch | 


an Happineſs as the Slory and Joys of Heaven. 


Secondly, Let us conſider Man as He is a Sin- 
ner. A lapſed fallen Creature, fallen from a 


great heighth of Honour and Bliſs, to a deep 
abyſs of Wo and Miſery ; and through his own 
Fault and Folly, it was an Act of Choice. 580 


_ * God ſaith, Perditia tua exte, thy Deſtruction is of 
thy Self. The Devil indeed tempted him, bat 
ke cduld not force him; He willingly compllel 


with his Enemy, took in the bait, and yielded 


to the Temptation. Though He had a Bower 
not to Sin, yet He did not make uſe of thüt 


Power, and this Conſideration will bring down 


the Price of Man a great deal lower than what it 
was, being conſider'd only as a Creature : He 
was at flrſt but a lamp of Clay, an earthen Ve- 


ſeh 
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ſel, but ow he is a Porſherd, fo' called, Tha. 45. 

5. Let the Potſherd ſtrive with the Patſherds of the 
Tarth, He is now a broken Porfhietd, ald what 
is that fit for, but to be throwti our. of D6ors 
and caſt upon a Danphit. He was as 
dat now he is rebellions Daft; Which haxh flown 
ia the Face of its Creator. Now he,is x Ve 118 
'Þ which there is nd Pleaſure, a talnted Veſlel, a 
ö Ficby, Muſty, and ſtioking Veſſel; before he was 
nean Man, but now He is vile Man: 85 Hümbled 

Job upon his Eyes being opened, fo as to, fog Gol, | 
acknowledged imelkt to be, Job 40. 1 

am vile; and that not becauſe He at Fog * 5 
was poor Job, bur ſpecially becauſe lie was /nful 

wy 

At firſt there was an Infinite Diſtance between 
God and Man u the Account ef Being, for 
God is the bottömleſs, boundleſs Ocean 0 Be- 
ing, whereas Man is but a drop; but now, ere 
is in Man an utter 5 unto Gad, | 

a degenerate Creature, become an tter Sas 
to God, and a Rebel up in Artmns ag ainſt, him, 
ge hates bim for his olige which 18 1 Glo- 
ry, and for his Juftice, which highly becomes 
him, and is neceſſary for him as 17 is Rector of 
the World. He wilt not ſubmit. ro his Covern - 
ment, nor approve of his Law, not delight in 
his Ways: Nom when they do ſeriouſly krete 5 
vpon themſelves, and conſider their c Ln, el 4 
nes and great naworthineſs ; as all re e 15 
ind Heeveti-botn' Sonlk are by the bleſle 
of God made to ſet and confider ity an 1 

anc 
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to their Hearts; and, 1 ſay 115 t 

when they do conlider A Infinite 

which is between God and them as they are h 
Creatures, the Work of his Hands; an Vikewife 


that 


Wer 


1. 
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that great vileneſs that is in them, as they are 
apoſtate, degenerate, and fallen Creatures, over. 
run with a curſed Plague of Leproſie, having no 

| found nor clean Part in them, but from the 


Crown of their Head to the Sole of their Foot, 
full of Botches and Biles and putrifying Sores; 
they cannot but cry out with Holy David, in 

Pſalm 8. 4. What is Man that thou art mindful of 
bim? And in the Text, How precious are thy 


Thoughts unto me, O God! Specially, when they 


add one Conſideration more, which will greatly 
contribute to their Value, and that is this. 


Thirdly, The great and admirable Advantage: 


which do accrue unto the Saints, by thoſe gracious 
Thoughts which God had from Everlaſting concern. 


ing them and ſtill bath. For none of them are 


vain and idle, but all at Work and that for good 


to them. Whatſoever there is of good in the 


Promiſes of the Goſpel, or in the Works of Pro- 
 vidence; it was firſt in the Thoughts and Pur- 

poſes of God: All their preſent Comfort, all 
their Future and Eternal Happineſs was firſt con- 


triv'd and form'd in the fertile, and never miſ- 


carrying Womb of Gods Decrees, as I ſhall plain- 
Iy ſhew you in theſe Three Things, 

are the Products and Effetts of the gracious Thoughts 
of God. There is no geod which God hath 
wrought in them, no good which he hath done 
for them; but it is all according to the Plot He 
had laid in his own Boſom, all in Purſuance of 
his Decrees. For the making of this out, obſerve 
what the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, in Epb. 1. 3,14. Bleſ- 
fed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in bea- 
_ venly Places or Things in Chriſt Jeſus, according 4s 


_ Firſt,” All their preſent Comforts and good Things 
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he hath choſen us in him before the Foundation of the 
Mord. God hath been Rich in Mercy to his 
people, He hath abounded in his kindneſs to 
them; He hath bleſt them not only with Tempo 
ral Bleſſings, but likewiſe with Spiritual which 
are inconceivably better; and thoſe too in the 
Heavenlies, which are the beſt of all. But now, 
it the Queſtion be asked, From whence do all 

theſe Bleſſings come? All thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings 
which we have now in Hand, and are already 
put into the actual Poſſeſſion of; and that Right 
and Title which we have to all the reſt, thoſe 
great Bleſſings of the other and better World: 
The Apoſtle tells us, they all proceed from, and 
Þ re the reſolt and iſſue of theſe Divine Thoughts, 
che Everlaſting Love and Purpoſe of God. It is 
all according as He hath choſen us in him. It 
| vas there, that he did with a wiſe and graci- 
ous Hand, lay the Foundation of his Peoples Hap- 
pineſs, and all that He hath ever ſince, that done 
for them and in them is the Superſtructure, what 
he hath built upon that Foundation. 
Ina the fulneſs of Time, God ſent his Son, 
made ofa Woman, made under the Law, to bear 
our Iniquities; to lay down his Life for us, to be 
made Sin and a Curſefor us, that we might be 
redeemed from the Curſe of the Law, and made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in him, but this was 
according to the Purpoſe of God long before. 
And therefore in Rev. 13. 8. Cbriſt is ſaid to be 
the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World. 
How was that? Not actually, for it was not done 


ih, -: EY 


till ſome Thouſands of Years after, but in the 


Purpoſe and Herres of Gl. 
| You were by Nature, Principle and Practice 
Children of Diſobedience and of Wrath; but ye 


_ are 


_ and of Gods Holineſs, and ſo are Heir 
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md the Children of God by Adoption an( 
Regeneration, but vato this you were predeſi 
nated ; Eph. 1. 5. Having predeſtinated us unto th 
Haogtiqn of Children by Jeſus Chriſt unto bimſeß 


Lune to the good Pleaſure of bis Will, 
You are born again from above and of th: 


Spirit, being made Partakers of a- Divine Na. you 


| Apparent of God, and joint - heirs of Jeſus Chriſt: hop 
— bow comes this about? It is according as 7 Ks 
| bath choſen you in bim, i. e. in Chriſt, before th __ 
e of the Warld, that ye ſhould be baly, any e 
nithout Mah before him in Love, E oy pla 
Vou are brought in ſome Meaſure into a Con. God 
formity to Chriſt, and as you do bear the Image 8 
of the Earthly, ſo you do the Image of the Hes. _ 
venly; and ſhall by the Spirit of the Lord be y;, 
Changed into the ſame more and more from Glo- c 
ry to Glory, till you come to be ſatisfied with it; forts 
this ſtill is done in purſuance of Gods Eternal of G 
Thoughts and Purpoſes, Rom. 8. 29. Whom Ht JC 


did fore-know, be alſa did predeſtinate, to be conform- tos 


ed to the Image of bis Son, that be jg bt le the . = 
Ho 1 among many Bretbren. 0 7 
8 TIP been called by the Goſpel when 0. . 

; thers ave been paſt by; yea, and that Call hat} may 


been Effecual upon you; your Ears have been unte 


gpened, ſo that you have not been rebellious (pc; 
but heard, and complied, and come in to Chriſt, I for: 
and by him to God. And this is the Effect of aft. 
Gods Eternal Purpoſe. As you may fee, in 
2 Tim. 1. 9. Who bath ſaved us, and called us with the 
an holy Calling, not according to our Works, but ac- doth 
cording to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was gi. in w 


85 ng us in Coriſt Jeſus before ihe Wa began. R paſt 
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In ſhort, you have an Inheritance, a rich and 


glorious Inheritance, ſuch as is incorruptible, un- 


defiled, and that fadeth not away; this is in part 
beſtow d upon you here, but the greater Part, 
the full Enjoyment is reſerved in Heaven: But 
how come ye to obtain it? The Apoſtle tells 
you, it is in and by Chriſt, and through Gods E- 
ternal Purpoſe, Epv. 1. 1 1. God will gather toge- 
ther into one, all things in Chriſt, in wbom alſo we 
bade obtained an Inheritance, being predeſtinated ac- 
cording to the Purpoſe of bim, who worketh all things = 
according to the Counſel of bis Will. So that you 
plainly ſee, all hath been and is the Product of 


"| God's Eternal Thoughts, 


Secondly, All thoſe Future good Things and Ad- : 


vantages, which you ſhall have while you continue in 


this World, and are travelling through your Enemies, 5 
Conntrey to your Fathers Houſe, are likewiſe the com- 
fortable and pleaſant Fruits of theſe Eternal Thoughts 
of God, David admired God and ſaid, What am 

I, O Lord God, and what is my Father Houſe that 
thou baſt brought me hitherta* And then a 7 

2 Sam. 7. 19. This was yet a ſmall thin . 
0 Lord God, but thou 0 ſpoken al 7 71 of t 4 22 E 

vants Houſe for a great while to come. And we 
may very well ſay of all thoſe chat were given 
unto Chriſt, God hath Thought of them, and of 
their Conceraments for a great while to come; 


bor as long as you Live, as your Pilgrimage ſhall 1 


laſt. For 'Eph. 1. 11. He worketh all Things after 
the Counſel of bis Will, Namely, the Eternal 
Counſel of his Will, all Things that he works He 
doth ſo work, and all things that come to 
in which you are concerned, all things which are 
paſt were ſo wrought, and all Things that are 5 
jet to come ſhall be ſo wrought. , 
An hy 
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And here it is worth our while to conſider 


that which Aquinas hath obſerved. Some things 
that God doth, are only the Products of his Will; 


as He inſtanceth i in the great work of Creation, 
Take the Chaos, that rude and undigeſted heay 
dut of which God formed all Tbings; that Ene 
2 ſhould be made out of this Part, and- Air out of 
that, and Earth out of another: 
| ſhould make Wood, another Stone, one ſhould 


That one piece 


make Beaſts, and another | Fiſhes, that Adam 
ould be made of this Duſt, and not of the other, 
this was meerly the Will of God; and fo it is 
1n other Caſes of higher Importance, that God 


' ſhould chooſe ſome Perſons, and paſs by others: 


That H& mould ſet ſome a-part to obtain Salva- 
tion, and ſuffer others to Live and Die in their 


Sins. That he ſhould work juſtifying, ſaving 
Faith in the Hearts of ſome, and give others up 
to the Power of their Unbellef; there 1s no Rea- 
fon to be given of this by us, or any Perſon in 
the World. 
Curioſity for any to enquire and ſeek out a Rea- 
ſon; this muſt be reſolved wholly and ſolely into 
the Divine Will, herein God acts purely out of 
Soveraignty. Why God ſhould chooſe ſome, and 
not others? Why He ſhould ſet his Heart upon 
ſome, and not others? Why He ſhould give Grace 


It is a vain ching, a piece of idle 


to thee, and not to thy Neighbour that Lives at 


the next Door, to thee, and not to one that ſits 
in the ſame Pew with thee, or lies in the ſame 
Bed? There is no Reaſon to be given of this, but 

| the Will of God. Here his Will takes Place. 
Here that Orders and Rules, and ſhall He not do 
with his own as He pleaſeth : Hear what our Sa- 
viour ſaith, Mat. 11. 25, 

: ther, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt by 

_ breſe 


26. J thank thee, O Fa- 


— —— 
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theſe Things from the wiſe and prudent, and baſt re- 
vealed them unto Babes; even ſo Father, for ſo it 


ſeemed good in thy ſigbt. 


But then, there are other things in which there 


Fi; not ouly the Will of God, but likewiſe the 


Council of his Will. As when God hath once 
according fo the good Pleaſure of his Will pitch- 
ed upon Perſons, and made choice of them as 
thoſe who ſhall be the Objects of his ſpecial di- 
ſtinguiſning Love; and thoſe whom ke will make 
ererlaſt ingly Happy with, and in himſelf; Then 
the Counſel of his Will ſteps forth, takes Place, 
and Acts its part. And it contrives the Me- 


thod that it will take, and the means which it 
Lill uſe for the bringing about his great, gracivus, 


and glorious Ends, That is it which Orders and 
Points out the way in which He will manifeſt his 
Love unto them, and bring them ſafely and ſea- 
ſonably to Happineſs and Glory. I will take 
Cire of them in their Infancy and Childhood, 
and teach them to go. I will caſt their Lines 
for them in ſuch a Place, and in ſuch a Family 


F where they ſhall have good Education, whole- 


ſome Inſtruction and Pious Examples. I will 
plant them under ſuch an awakening and warm- 
ing and heart- affecting Miniſtry, ſuch a Sermon 
ſhall be Preached to them at ſuch a Time, to con- 
'ince them of the ſinfulneſs of Sin, and drive 


them out of themſelves; and ſuch a Sermon ſhall 


be Preached at ſuch a Time to acquaint them with 
the Excellency and Alſufficiency of Chriſt, toge- 
tier with the abſolute need they have of him, fo 
that they ſhall accept and embrace bim, believe 
JJ Gn 

[ will let looſe Satan upon them, and He ſhall 
let flie ſuch a fiery Dart at them, and furiouſly 
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Aſſault them with ſuch a Temptation; that the 
may know what is in their Hearts, and learn not 
to truſt in themſelves, nor at any Time go out 
to this Work, or to that Conflict in their own 
7 7 ĩ ² LT obnt 
I will with-draw my Aſſiſtance and Influence 
from them at ſach a Time fo far, and to ſuch 
Degree, that they ſhall become an eaſie Prey to 
_ their Enemy, and fall into ſuch a Sin, that ma 
promote their future Care and Watchfulneß, 
ſhew them the conſtant need they have of Suh. 


port and Help from Heaven, and make then 


walk more humbly with their Gd. 
I will exerciſe them with ſuch an Affliction; 
yea, with ſuch a Variety and Succeſſion of Afi. 
 Qtions, as they ſhall ſee this Place is not their 
Reſt, nor their Portion here; theſe ſhall be a: 
| Wormwood upon the Breaſt for the weaning of 
Children from Things here below; but J wil 
bear them up under them all, and carry them 
through them: And make known to them my 
Power in their weakneſs, and ſhew unto them 
the dearneſs of my Love, the conſtancy of my 
Care, and the Riches of my Grace; I will do 
them good and make them better, perform al 
Things for them, perfect what Concerns them, 
and bring them to Heaven at the laſt. Thus, al 
Things concerning you in the whole Courſe o 
your Lives are order'd by, and in the Eterna 
Thoughts of God; all that you meet with here, 
is the Iſſue and Reſult of his Divine Counſel. 
Thirdly, All that Happineſs and Glory, whic 
zs provided and laid up for you in the other World, 
is likewiſe the Fruit and Product of theſe Eterna 
Thoughts of Cod. That is, the Terminus Elef- 
nis, the Term of Election, that which God did 
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oraciouſly Ele& his People to; that was the ulti- 
mate End He aimed at next to his own Glory, in 
that he takes ſingular Delight, 1a that they ſhall 
have fulneſs of Satisfaction. When: once they 
come to Heaven, they ſaall have a large Pro- 
ſpect and compleat View of all that which was in 
the Heart and. Purpoſe of God from all Everlaſt- 
ing upon their Account; indeed the whole Plot 
of Love and Grace from firſt to laſt was laid in 
theſe Thoughts of God. I will give. you but one 
Script e for the Proof of this, wlijch you have 
in 2 Theſ 2, 13. We are bound to give. Thanks als 
ways unto God for you Brethren, beloved of the Lord, 
lecauſe God bath from the beginning choſen you, 
through SanGification ofthe Spirit, and Belief of the 
Truth: where you have.theſe Things making to 
our preſent Purpoſe worthy of your Obſervati- 

Firſt, You have there the gracious, Act which 
God was pleaſed to put forth; namely, an Ac 
of Election, God bath choſen you: This was an Act 
of pure Grace, not for any worthineſs in Man; 
neither Faith foreſeen, nor Works foreſeen, but 
weerly for his own, good Pleaſure; and this Am 
of God is to Porpoſe, and ſhall not be in vai, 
for the Election hath obtained, and ſhall. go on 
Z . | 

Secondly, You have there the Time, if I may ſo 
peak, when this, gracious Act was exerted by 
God; it was from 1 beginning, by which, we are 
ot to underſtand the Time of their being called, 
as ſome would have it; for though in order to 
our ſearching after, ,and making ſure of our Ele- 
tion, we muſt begin with our Calling, yet Ele- 
dion it ſelf was long before our Calling, nor are 
ve to underſtand the Beginxing of the World, when 

N "WA . 


100 The Preciouſneſs of God's 
our firſt Parents fell by their eating the forbid. 


den Fruit, from that State of Happineſs in which 
they were Created, and we fell in them being in 


Adams Loins, as others would have it, but from 


all Everlaſting; as in John 1.1. In the b. ginnirg 
was the Word, and the Word was witb God, and tl; 
Word was God. Jeſus Chriſt, as to- bis Diviue 
Nature was in the beginning, 1. e from all Eter. 
nity. 
e hirdly, You have bere the Perſons NY are the 
Objects of this gracious Election. Tou, you Theſſs 
lonians, you that are called to be Saints, and un- 
to whom the Word Preached by vs came, not 
only ia Word, but allo in Power; ſo that ye be- 
_ Followers of 1 us, and of the Lord. 
rthly, Ton have ber: the I rd, unto which the 
_ nd are choſen; that is, ſomething in Time, 
and ſomething in I ternity. Something in Time, 
namely, Sanctification of the Spirit, and Belief 
of the Truth, and ſomething in Eternity, thati; 
Salvation; which catrieth in it not only a Deli- 


verance and Freedom from all Evil, but like wiſe 


the Poſſeſſion and Fruition of al) good: God hath 
choſen you to Salvation as the end, thorougk Sat. 
Ctification of the Spirit, and Belief of the Tivih 
as the Means. Thus you ſee what an huge Com. 
_ paſs the Thoughts of God do fetch, of what a valt 
| Extent they are; how much they take in add 


_ graſpe! He hath looked to all 1 hings that con- 


cern you, and provided for you for ever. And 
therefore upon all theſe Ac.ounts, David might 
well ſay, bow precious are thy Thoug'uts unto me, 0 
| God! So much may ſuffice to be ſpoken to the 
Doctrinal Part; and now I ſhall proceed to the 


Improvement of the Point in a way of Uſe add 


And that ſhall be but Twofold. 9 
1 


= Application, 
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I. Of Information. . 
III Of Exhortation. 5 
Uſe. 1 begin with the Uſe of Information, 
which ſhall be divided into Four Branches. 
firlt, We may from hence Learn the Infinite 
Goodneſs of God That he ſhould pleaſe to enter- 
taio, and keep up ſuch Thoughts as theſe con- 
ceraing any of the Children of Men; and | do 
adviſe you to bring this Conſideration home and 
nearer to your ſelves. Seriouſly think with your 
ſelyes, how exceeding gracious the Lord is, that. 
he ſhould have ſuch Thoughts and Purpoſes con- 
cerning you: For this will be an excellent way 
to put a much greater ſweetneſs into the Medi- 
tation, and to render its Influence more 'power- 
ful upon you, more obliging, more endearing; 
drawing out your Affections, and railing your 
Admirations, as it did here in the Royal Prophet. 
How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, O God! 
The Angels were at the firſt moſt excellent and 


noble Beings, much above us the Top of the 


Creation; indeed they without a Tempter fell 
from their firſt Eſtate and left their own Habita- 
tion, and made themſelves vile and miſerable : 
Now if God would have pitied them in that their 
lapſed and loſt Eſtate, if he would have recover'd 
and raited them up again after their fall; in a 
Word, if after they had rgjn'd themſclves he 
would have ſhewn them his Salvation, they might 
have made to his glorious Majeſty far better re- 
turns than we are capable of making, and would 
as ſo many golden Trumpets have ſounded forth 
the Praiſes of their gracious Redeemer. But God 
had no Yearning, nor ſounding of Bowels over 
them, no Thoughts of Pity and Love for them : 
No, no, they being fallen, He was reſolved to 
a . es 
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ler them lie, and fince they would not de their Du- 
ty, he was reſolved againſt ſhewing them any 
Mercy; having thrown themſelves out of Hes. 
ven, He in his juſt Indignation tumbled then 
down to Hell. This might have been our Cate 
as well as theirs, it is nothing but Grace, yes, 


Free- grace that hath made a Difference, and 


therefore it may very well be marvellous in ont 
e Dez: 


And ſo it will be for ever to the redeem- 
: ed of the Lamb. 8 
There an ae thoſe tbat protend to give 
ſame Reaſons of Gods, ſhewitig Mercy to fallen 
Man, when He ſhew'd: none t9 fallen Angels, of 
: which theſe are TWO. 
Firſt, Man was tempted to Sin, whereas the 
Angels were not; but what of that, a Temptati 
cu to Sin did not inter, and carry a long with 
it a Neceſſity of ſinning. Satan in the Serpent 
did rempr Eve, and She Adam to eat the forbid- 
den Fruit, but they could not force nor compel 
then to do it. They had Power ſufficient given 
then t reſiſt the Temptation, and to keep theit 
ſtanding; it was the Devils Sin to tempt them, 
but it was their Fault to comply with the Temp- 
ration, and yield to it. Their Commiſſion 0 
Sin was an Act of Choice. Again, 
Sceconchy, They ſay, though ſome of the An- 
gels fell, and were Eternally loſt; yet many of 
them ſtood, yea r@ny thouſands, and ten thou: 
ſands, an inrumerable Com any of them, and 
fo the whole was not loſt; but if God had not 
ſhewn Mercy to Man, the whole Species of Hu- 
mane Nature had been ruin'd. And what tho 
it had, would the ever-bleſſed God have been 1 
loſer by that? Surely no, He could with eaſt 
have peopled the World. again with others, and 


better 
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better than they; Mat. 3. 9. He is able of Stones 
| to raiſe up Children to Abraham. Theſe are not 


Cogent Arguments with God, notwithſtanding 
theſe Things, and all elſe that could be ſaid ; it 
was meerly the goodneſs of God that formed and 
entertained theſe Thoughts: We muſt aſcribe 
them to his n., the good Pleaſure of his Will; 
had it not been for that, his Thoughts concern- 


ing Man might have been no other than Thoughts 


of Diſpleaſure, and Thoughts of Revenge. 
Firſt, Gods Thoughts of us might have been 
Thoughts of Diſpleaſre, Vea of hotteſt Diſplea- 


ſure, the Prophet tells us, Pſalm 7. That God is 


angry with the Wicked every Day, And if he be ſo 
every Day, we may rationally conclude his being 
ſo all the Day; and he might juſtly have been 

ſo with our firſt Parents, and with all their Po- 
ſterity. He could not chooſe but be highly of- 
fended, to ſee his own moſt curious Work-man- 
ſhip ſo ſuddenly and miſerably ſpoiled, and to 
ſee his own lovely and beautiful Image, which he 
had drawn upon Man ſo ſhamefully defac'd ; to 
ſee him degenerate and prove very bad, whom 
but a little before he had made and pronounced 
very Good. It could not but provoke him, and 
go to his very Heart to ſee himſelf fo greatly af- 
fronted by his own Creature, whom He had gi- 
ven Being to, and laid ſo many, and great Obli- 

rations upon. To ſee Credit given to a Serpent 
and a Devil in it, rather than to himſelf, who is 
the God of Truth, and Love; in a Word, to ſee 
Man rebel againſt his ſovereign Lord, caſt off 
the Yoke of Obedience, and violate and tranſ- 
greſs the Lay of his Creation for ſuch a Trifle as 

ine Froit-of a Tree tt 8 


H 4 And 
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And this Divine Diſpleaſure might juſtly have 
been an abiding Diſpleaſure, this Fire being once 
| kindled in the Breaſt of God might have burnt 
down to the loweſt Hell, and all Mankind made 
its fewel; it might have been Diſpleaſure blown 
and boiled up to an utter Indignation, that would 
admit of no Parley, no Truce, no 'Reconcile- 
ment: And what God once ſaid in his Wrath, 
as to the utter RejeQion of the Jews, Jer. 15. 1, 
| Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood befere me, yet wy 
Mind could not be toward this People, caſt them out 

of my ſight, and lit them go forth. He might have 
ſaid to us, they have abuſed ſo much goodneſs 
that they are altogether vnworthy of any. Away 
with them, caſt them out, out of my Sight, out 
of my Favour, out of my Preſence; not only out 
of Paradiſe, but into Hell; where they ſhall be to 

Eternity made as miſerable, as they have made 

themſelves Vile; do but make it your own Caſe, 


| would not you your ſelves be diſpleaſed to ſee 
nothing but Tares and ſtinking Weeds ſpring- 


ing up in chat Field, where you had ſown nothing 
but the choiceſt of the Wheat; or to ſee ſome 
curious Maſter-piece of your own drawing, upon 
which you had beſtowed your beſt Art, and in 


it took great Delight, ſpoiled and defac'd. 


| Things being thus, and made by our ſelves; God 

might never have Thought of us, without loath- 
Ing and abhorrency, and then which follows 
Eo ON LT or Fo 
S:condly, Gods Thoughts concerning us might have 
been none other than Thoughts of revenge. He might 
have unalterably fixed his Reſolve of proſecuting 


» theſe Rebels to the-urmolt Extremity; and ſince 


they did not like to ſubmit to his milde and moſt 


On 
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on Terms ſo eaſie and highly advantageouſly to 
themſelves, He would make them to their coſt 
and ſmart feel the Severity and Rigour of his vi- 
olated Law and incenſed Juſtice; and ſince they 
would not exert and put forth that ſufficient 
Power, with which He had furniſhed them in a 
way of ready and chearful Obedience, He would 
put forth, and they ſnould feel the Power of his 
Anger in a way of Righteous, becauſe deſerved 
Puniſhment. Adam doubtleſs did expect no o- 
ther, and therefore being a Tranſgreſſor, upon 
the hearing of Gods Voice, he was fill'd with dire- 
ful Apprehenſions, and did what He could to 
JJ) c ( (t 

And this God hath done, daily doth, and will 


so on to do upon many Thouſands and Millions 


of loſt and miſerable Creatures, who perſiſt in 
their Rebellion; and after their hardneſs and im- 


Ipenitent Heart, Treaſure up unto themſelves. 


Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelati- 
on of the Righteous Judgment of God: For nhom 
there is nothing leſt, but a fearful Expectation of 
fiery Indignation that ſhall devour them, Heb. 
PPT! (V »» 
And this might have been our Caſe as well as 


theirs; yea, and the Caſe of all Mankind with- 


out Exception ; for there was nothing in us to 


make a Difference, we were as much defiled as 


any, as much depraved as any, as much Enemies 
to God in our Minds, averſe from all that is ſpi- 
ritually Good, and prone to all Evil. Original 
Sin is not in one Man more than in another, but 

in all alike; Pſalm 14. They are corrupt, they have 
done abominable Works, there is none that doth good; 

the Lord looked down from Heaven upon the Chil- 

dren of Men, to ſee if there were any that did un- 
VF 1 derſtand 


4 
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der ſt and oa ſeek God. And when he look d and 
ſought, what did he find, what Condition was 


tde World in? He gives a true and fad Account 


in the next Verſe, an univerſal Pollution, and 

therefore all liable to the fame Condemnation, 
| They are all gone aſide, they are altogether become 
filthy, there is none that doth good, no, not one, 


And therefore there might have been the ſame i 


ruine determin'd upon you, and the {ame Place 
of Torment, the ſame State and Degree of Mi- 
ſery aſſigned unto you; from hence it neceſſarily 
follows, that for God to think Thoughts of Mer- 
cy to you, and to have Purpoſes of Grace and 
Peace concerning you; for God to throw out Ta- 
bulum poſt naufragium, a Plank after Ship-wrack 
that you may not be drowned in the Sea of Per- 
dition, but get ſafe to the heavenly Shoar. Ob 


What infinite and marvellous Grace was it in 


him, after you had deſtroied your ſelves, to re- 


ſolve and ſay, Jet in me {hall be your belp Tho 


you have been mine Enemies and your own too, 
yet I will be your Friend; though you have been 
your own Ruine, yet my own and only Son ſhall 
be your Saviour. This you muſt of Neceflity 
Attribute to the goodneſs of God, and if you be 
the happy Objects of that Salvation which hath 
been wrought by him, this goodneſs deſerves to 
be, and therefore it ought to be, and according- 


ly it will be the Matter of your Preſent and Eter- 


nal Admirings: So much may ſuffice to he ſpo- 


8 ken to the Firſt- branch of this Uſe of Informati- 


on. come we to the next. 

Secondly, From bence we may likewiſe Jearn, 
How greatly we are obliged and beholden to our Lord 
| Jeſus Cbriſt! If ever any may lay claim to a right 


to our deareſt Love and higheſt Praiſes, then for 


Ce- 
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certain He may. Hither many of you, my dear 
friends, are this Day come to celebrate the Lords 
Supper, and that you are commanded to do in 
remembrance of the Lord himſelf; in remem- 
brance of his Perſon, than whom there is not a 
better; and of his Love, than which there is not 
a greater; in remembrance of his dying and offe- 


ring, up himſelf a Sacrifice for us, that he might 


be a Saviour to us: And indeed this, all this is 
worthy to be remembred by us. It highly de- 
ſer:c% to be in our Thoughts, and upon our 
Hearts, not only at a Sacrament, but every Day 
in the Week; the more frequently, and the 

more ſeriouſly and thankfully you entertain your 
ſel yes with the Thoughts thereof, the better you 


are, and better and better {till you are like to be. 1 


It was the Fruit and Product of the deareſt Love, 
and au Act of the loweſt Condeſcenſion for Chriſt, 
ſa great and glorious a Perſon, to take upon him 


bur Nature together with its Infirmities, and not 


only ſo, but likewife to have the Iniquities of us 


all laid upon him, and to bear our Sins in his own 
Body; and to endure the Wrath that we might 


have the Love, to be made a Curſe that we might 
receive the Bleſſing, and to die that we might 
Live, Let us Study and Meditate upon this Love 
of Chriſt which paſſeth Knowledge. 5 
But our Obligation to Chriſt did commence 
and take Place long before his dying for us; yea, 
and before his Incarnation. He was our Friend, 
he was our Brother; He took us into his Heart 
and Care, before he took our Nature, and was 
made Fleſh, He was on our ſide from all Eterni- 
ty, before we our ſelves were called out of no- 
thing into Being. Upon the foreſight of our Fall 


Ind Ruine, and that miſerable Gondition into 


which 
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which our firſt Parents by their Tranſgreſſion of 
the Law of the Creation would certainly bring 
_ themſelves and all their Poſterity, he was grai- 
ouſly pleaſed to nndertake our Cauſe; and know- 
ing there would be no other Interceſſor, he en- 
gaged his Heart to approach unto God and ap- 
pear on our behalf; that is a moſt ſweet and ex. 
cellent Scripture to this Purpoſe, which we have 

in Zecb. 6. 13. Even He ſhall build the Temple cf 
the Lord, and He ſhall bear the Glory, and ſhall [it 

and rule upon his Throne, and he ſhall be a Prieſ 
upon his Throne, and the Counſel of Peace ſhall be 
between them both; 1. e. ſay ſome, between the 


7a two Offices of Chriſt, viz. his Prieſtly, and his 


_ Kingly Office; both which will be imploied for, 
and contribute to the Welfare, Salvation, and 
Happineſs of his People. Though, as one faith, 
theſe two are very different, the one being for 


the Execution of Juſtice, the other for the ob- 


taining of Mercy and Pardon; yet they ſhall in 
this moſt ſweetly Unite and Concur, the Prieſt- 
1y Office tending to the purchaſe of Good, and 
the Kingly Office to the conferring and giving 
out of the Good purchaſed, and for the main- 
_ taining and continuing them in the Poſſeſſion of 
it. Others ſay, by Both in that Place we are to 
_ vuderſtand, Jebowah, and the Branch, the Father 
and the Son, yet not excluding the Holy Ghoſt, 
who 1s the Third ever glorious Perſon in the 


_ God-head. There was a Council of Peace held 


in Heaven, and Deſigns of Peace laid from Ever- 
laſting; which Chriſt the Son of God had a ſpe- 
cial Hand in, as he was from Everlaſting with 
the Father, ſo he was from Everlaſting in the 
Account of the Father, and by his own Conſent 
and Act a common Perſon repreſenting his People, 
CET - EO, Prov. 
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Prov. 8. 23. J was ſet up from Everlaſting, from 
the leg inning, or ever the Earth was, How ſet up? 
corona a ſui, fo ſome render it, was Crowned, 
inunda fri, fo others, I was anointed, as the 
Head of the Church, which is my Myſtical Bo- 
dy, anointed to be King, Prophet, and Prieſt 
thereunto. In the Laſt Times he was ſet forth 
to be Propitiation through Faith in his Blood; 
but it was frem; Fvcrlaſling that he was ſet up to 
be a Mediator and Advocate for us. It was in 
the fulneſs of Time that he offered himſelf a Sa- 
crifice for vs, but it was from beginning that he 
was anointed to be a Prieſt unto us. It was here 
upon the Earth that his gracious Lips tavght his 
people, but it was before the Earth was, that he 
was oidained to be Prophet to them; and from 
hence it is, that in 7 ph. 1. 4. Lelievers are ſaid to 
be choſen in him before the Foundation of the World. 
It is not ſaid, they were choſen for Chriſt, for 
Chriſt was not the Reaſon or moving Cauſe of 
Election; that was done according to Gods onn 
good Pleaſure, which He had purpoſed in himſelf; as 
we read in Eph. 1 9. But God did cle them 
in Chriſt as a common Perſon, Chriſt and his 
People, as to Time, were choſen together, they 
were choſen with Chriſt; and that is not al, for 
they are likewiſe choſen in him. He as the 
Head, and they as his Members. Oh therefore, 


ſee that you love this Jeſus, and that entirely, 


Love hm more and more, whom you cannot 
poſſibly Love roo much: When you come to 


Heaven you will be all Love, yet that will not be 


equal to his Merits nor to your Obligations, for 
in him you were choſen from all Eternity; and 
ia him too, you are bleſled with all ſpiritual Bleſ- 
lings in heavenly Things and Places. All Pro- 
en, £ miſes, 
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miſes, and all Grace, and all Glory too have been 
given to Chriſt ; and that as your Head, and ſo 
_ given to him for you, and by Conſequence gi. 
ven to you in him. „ 
Thirdly, Let us again here Learn to take ſpeci. 
al Notice of, and be very thankful for the great Aer. 
cy and Kindneſs, which God bath expreſſed to the 
Children of Men in opening his Heart, and reveal. 
ing theſe his Thoughts to them. For though as He 
tells us, he himſelf doth know the Thoughts 
which he thinks concerning them, yet he did 


not need to have acquainted them with them; if 


he had ſo pleas'd, He might ſtill have kept them 
Secret, and lockt them up in his own Boſom a- 
mong his Treaſures: Even the Children of Light 
might have been left to walk in groſs Darkneſs, 


and as they cannot tell what is in the Womb of 
Providence, and what may be the Product of 1 


Day; ſo they might-have been as Ignorant of 
| thoſe Things which are in the Eternal Counſels 
of God. It would have been infinite goodneſ 
in God to have let us at the Laſt gather the Fruit, 
and reap the Benefit and Advantage of them in 
the World to come, and to all Eternity, though 
he had not ſignified to us before hand, nor af, 
forded us any Comfort of it, as a-Cordial for our 
preſent Support, and the rendering more eaſie 
our Paſſage through our Enemies Countrey, 
Sod might have kept us all our Days in a pan- 
nick Fear, and ſo in Bondage. We might have 
had no other ſound in our Ears, but the Thun- 
ders of Mount Sinai, the dreadful Threatnings 
and Curſes of a violated Law : We might have 
ſeen nothing but the angry Frowns of a provo- 
ked and revenging God, we might have felt no- 
thing but the painful Sting-of an exaſperated 
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Conſcience, and the ſmarting Blows of Provi- 
dence pierciug even to the very Soul. In a 
Word, we might have been made a Terrour to 
our ſelves, and an Aſtoniſhment to all about us, 
being always kept in a fearful Expectation of fiery 
Indignation, and being made Fewelfor the Wrath 
of God Eternally to feed upon. And if we had 
lived and died in this Condition, not only under 
z Cloud of Darkneſs, but in a violent Storm; 
the great and holy God would have been unre- 
proachably Righteous, for as ſad and diſmal a a 
Caſe as it is, it is no worſe than our Iniquities 
have deſerved, And if at laſt, upon the Souls 
getting out of the Body, God ſha vouchſafe to 
give it a Smile, and deliver it from thoſe infer- 
nal Spirits, who waited for it as their long d for 


prey; and ſhall commit it to the Care and Guard 


of the Holy Angels, who ſhall fafely Conduct it 
to the Glory above, the Celeſtial, Pleaſant, an 
Delightful Manſions, the Region of 1 and 
Life, and Love, that our Lord and Saviour had 
purchaſed with his moſt precious Blood, and is 
gone before to prepare, and as a fore- runner to 
take Poſſeſſion of, not only in his own Name but 
in theirs alſo, it would have been juſt Matter and 
ground of Eternal Admirings. How much more 
muſt it be thankfully owned to be free, and rich 
Grace in God to make a Revelation of this to us 
while we are here in the Houſe of our Pilgrimage, 
that ſo we may with a due greatneſs of Spirit en- 
counter the Difficulties of the Way, and pirding 
up the Loins of our Minds make mare haſte to 
the Joy which is ſer before us. Grace, rich 
Grace was the golden Key that opened the Door, 
and let us into the Knowledge hereof. And 
there are ſeveral Things that do Accent this 
Fees; Mer- 
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Mercy, and may moſt deſervedly inhance tht 


Price and Value of it, as to Inſtance. 
_ Firſt, The earlineſs of the Diſcovery, God dit 


not delay, but came in quickly with the glad. ti. 


dings for the Relief of the affrigbted Tranſgref. 


four. Many Divines conceive, that our firſt Pa. 
rents fell the very ſame Day in which they were 


Created, and God was pleaſed to come into 


them with this bleſſed Revelation the very ſame 
Day upon which they fell. God had from all E. 


ternity foreſeen what a fatal Wound they would 
at once give both themſelves and their Poſteri- 


ty; and thereupon he did long before provide x 
| Remedy, and had it in a readineſs; and fo tope. 


ther with the Temptation there was a Way o- 


pened for an eſcape: And accordingly, aſſoon 

_ _ as the Temptation did take, and the Wound was 
given; God gave Intimation of the Remedy, 
that ſo though they had fallen into Sin, and there. 
by into Miſery, yet they might not ſink into de- 
 ſpair - Thus in that Valley of Acbar, there was 
opened to them a Door of Hope. Here, I again 
ſay, there was rich Grace: For ſince Adam had 


rebell'd agaiaſt God, God might for ever have 
rejected him; ſince Adam did fooliſhly At- 


tempt the hiding of himſelf from God, God 


might have hid himſelf from him: And ſince 4. 
dam had wilfully ſinn'd, God might well be au- 


gry, and have reſolved upon retaining his Anger 
forever; and as Adam did fill with fear, ſo might 
God have fill'd with Fury, and have cauſed his 
Fury to reſt upon him. The guilty Malefactor 
might have heard nothing but Thunder-claps,and 


ſeen nothing but devouring Flames about his Ears. 


But behold, God came to him in the cool of the 
Day, and with a ſoft ſtill Voice, There indeed 


was 
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was a Threatning denounced againſt the Woman, 
that in Sorrow ſhe ſhould bring forth Children; 
and another againſt the Man, that in the Sweat 
of his Face He ſhould eat bis Bread: But ſtill here 
was Mercy in the very Threatning, though the 
Woman had ſorrowful Travail, yet a comforta- 
ble bringing forth, and that not of Monſters, 
but of Children; and though He hat hard la- 
hour, yet he ſhould have Bread to eat: And to- 
gether with this, there was a moſt ſweet and 
precious Promiſe, which look'd like Light-break- 
ing forth out of Obſcurity, like the dawning of 
a fair and beautiful Morning, after thick and 
zroſs Darkneſs, Gen. 3. 15.' The. Seed of the No- 
man ſhall break the Serpents Head, i. e. Satans 
Deſign ſhall be baffled, his Power mall be bro- 
ken, He ſhall in great Meaſure fail of his End; 
and beſides all this, as a plain Evidence of that 
Kindneſs, which notwithſtanding their miſcarri- 
age God ſtill had for them. He made Proviſion 
for the covering of their Nakedneſs, and ſo made 
it to appear; that though they had wickedly calt 
off their Fear of him, yet He had not caſt off all 
bis Care of them, Therefore Gen, 3.21. Unto 
Adam ard his Wife did the Lord God make Coat of 
Sens, and cloatbed them, Thus did Grace come 
in betimes to the undone, ruin d Sinners wp 
port and Comfort. 

Secondly, This Diſcovery bath ! Leen en freq ently re- 
peated. God hath inſiſted upon it again and a- 
gain, and in ſundry Ways, and divers Manners 
made his gracious I houghts and Purpoſcs known 
to his People. This He hath done both by his 
Word, and by Types and Figures. Of which I 
will give you ſome few Inſtances, beginning wick 


the TYPES. 5 85 
I LE 
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As that of the Ark in the Time of the Deluge 
in Which. Noah and his Family were ſaved from 


thoſe mighty Waters that cover'd the Face of 
_ the whole Earth, and drown'd the World, and 
{wept off at once all the Inhabitants bf it, whoſ: 
- wickedneſs. had been great. This Ark did pre. 


gure the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all true 
Elievers do by Faith Ark and hide themſelves 


and find Safety; and ſhal] ar the laſt be brought 
to reſt upon the Mountains of Myrrhe, and in 
the Beds of Spices, as Noah was in and by the 


other upon the Mountains of Ararat. 


So the Cities of refuge among the Jews ſet out 


by Divine Appoiatment for the Relief of the 


Manſlayer, that he might flee thither, and there 
be out of Danger, though eagerly purſved by the 

Avenger of Blood; and this alſo did &gnifie the 
fame Bleſſed Jeſus, who is the Hope ſet before 
us, unto whom it is our Intereſt to flee for Re. 
fuge, and in, and through him may have Ever- 
laſting Security, and ſtrong Conſolation. _ 


<0 


Once more, all the Sacrifices under the Law hy 


which Atonement was made, they did all, as by 
dhe Hand lead them to Chriſt, all expreſſed and 
held out to them the ſame Jeſus, who was the An- 


titype; and who did offer up himſelf unto God 


à Sacrifice for Sinners, that ſo he might become 


a Saviour to them. 


And as God hath been pleaſed to reveal thi 
by various Types and Figures, ſo he hath done it 


-often by his Word, ina way of Propheſie and 


Promiſe, wiich ſtand upon Record in the moſ: 
Holy Scriptores, of which I ſhall only Inſtance 


in a few. Firſt, In that to Abraham, Gen. 22 
18. In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earl 


be Bleſſed; i. e. in Chriſt who was the Son of 


David, 
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David, and fo of Abraham according to rhe 
Fleſh, who was made a Curſe for us in order to 
the redeeming us from the Curſe of the Law, and 
came to bleſs his People by turning them from | 
their Iniquities. So that in /. 9. C. Unto us 4 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the Gouern- 
ment ſhall be upon his Shoulder, and his Name ſhall 
be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the 
Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. Aud a- 
gain, Zech. 9. 9. Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of 
Zion, ſhout, O Daughter of Jeruſalem, behold, t 
King cometh unto thee, He is Jaſt, aud having Sal 
vation, lowly, riding uon an Aſs, and upon a Colt 
the Foal of an Aſs. And that ] might Name no 
more, take that in Mat. 1. 21, and 23. She ſhall 
bring forth. a Con, and thou ſhalt call bis Name Je- 
ſus, 955 be fhall ſave his People from their Sins. And, 
Bebold a Virgin ſhall be with Child, and ſhall bring 
forth a Son, and they ſhall call bis Name Elin. 5 
nuel, which being i ee is God with us. God 
in our Nature, God on our fide. Many Serip- 
tures of the like Import might be hier. A : 
which do manifeſtly ſhew, how much the Good, 


Salvation and Happineſs of Man by jeſus Chtiſt 


was upon the Heart of God; and how fixed and 
immoveable-his gracious Thoughts to ſuch a Fur- 
poſe have been, He is ſo in one Mind that none 


can turn him. What He hath purpoſed for them, | 


He will ſurely bring to paſs. _ 
Thirdly, Theſe ſweet and moſt bleſſed Reavlati : 
ons of the Divine Thoughts have been ſtill made and 
given out with a greater and ęreater Light, and 
Clearneſs. That Light by which we may look 
into them hath been like that of the Morning, 
which ſhinzs more and more to the perfect Day. 
As now in chat great, main, and principal Pro- 

12 Os miſe 
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miſe of the Meſſiah, in which all the Saints Hope, 
Salvation, and Comfort was laid vp ; God waz 
pleaſed not to give it out at once, but to pro- 


Ceed gradually, and ſtep by ſtep. Firſt, Tha 


Mans Deliverance ſhould be effected, and the 
_ Serpents Head fhould be bruiſed hy- the Seed of the 
Woman, Then that it ſhould be by the Seed of A. 
braham, Gen. 22. 18. In thy Seed ſhall all thi 

Nations of the Earth be Bleſſed, Thea that he 
ſhould come of the Tribe of Judab. And when, 

Gen. 49. 10. The Scepter ſhall not depart from Ju- 


dab, nor a Lawgiver from between bis Feet until 


Shiloh come, and unto him ſhall the gathering of the 
People be: Both Jews and Gentiles ſhall be brought 
into him, and do him Homage, and be a willing 


People in the Day of his Power; then it was re- 


| vealed, that He ſhould be of the Houſe of David, 


Jer. 23. 5, 6. The Days come, ſaith the Lord, tba 


1 will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, and 1 
Ling ſhall Reign and Proſper, and ſhall execute 
Judgment and Juſtice in the Earth: In his Days Ju- 
_ dah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafe y; ans 
this is the Name whereby be ſhall be called, the Lond 
our Righteouſneſs. And that be ſhould be born of « 
Virgin, Iſa. J. 14. The Lord bimſelf ſhall give yu 
a ſign, bebold a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear « 
Son, and ſhall call his Name Immanuel. And al- 
ſo that he ſhould be born in ſuch a certain Place, 
Alic. 8. 2. Thou Bethlehem, Epbratab, though thi 
be little among the T bouſands of Judah, yet out of tht 


hall He come forth unto me that is to be Ruler in 


Iſracl, whoſe gotngs forth have been from of old, from 


Everlaſting. And likewiſe, that he ſhould have 


the Iniquities of all bis People laid upon him, ant 


be wounded for our Tranſpreſjions, and bruiſed, ani 


bear the Cbaſtiſement of our Peace, Iſa. 53. 5. And 
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that he ſhould finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and make an 
end of Sins, and make Reconciliation for Iniquity, 
and bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Dan. 9. 24. 
And in this Manner, the infinitely wiſe God 


did chooſe to proceed, that ſo his People might 


grow in Knowledge, and arrive at a full Un- 
derſtanding of the Thing, and be more ſatisfied 
about the Perſon promiſed, and ſo more ready to 
receive him at his coming; and have in them 
ſelves a larger Meaſure of Conſolation. And we 


have Reaſon with all thankfulneſs to refle& upon 
it, as the ſingular goodneſs of God to us, upon 
whom the ends of the World are come; that 


an Affair of ſo vaſt a Concernment hath been fo 
cleared up before. That though we are fallen 


into the very Dregs of Time, in which the World 


is ſo generally and deſperately corrupted; and 
wickedneſs is grown up to ſo great an heighth, 
and walks up and down at Noon-day withont a 


Bloſh ; yet we Live in ſuch Times, in which 


there is the greateſt Light, as to the Fundamen- 
tals of the Chriſtian Faith. Not under the groſs 
Darkneſs of Paganiſm, which did in former Ages 
overſpread our Land; nor under that of Popery 
which vnhappily ſucceeded ir, but under the 
bright and glorious Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel; and 
ſorely it becomes, and highly concerns us all to 
preſs after a proportionable Degree of Know- 
ledge; and ſee to it, that we our ſelves be made 


Light in the Lord, and that we walk in the 
World as Children of the Light, and of the 
FE e Pa 

Fourthly, Many of theſe Thoughts have been al- 


ready brought into AF. As from Eternity he pur- 


poſed to do, fo He hath done; and this may be 
to us a ground of Conf dence and full Aſſurance, 
þ 1 +3 5 1 3 


and | 
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and by Conſequence Matter of ſtrong Conſola. 
tion; that thoſe Thonghts of God ſhall not prove 
 dhoxrtive, which do yet remain to be performed, 
Thoſe things which God bath done for his 
| Church and People in former Ages, are to vs a 
pledge of that which He hath further to do: For 
there are a great many Things, which God hath 
fill to do in the World, many Things contain- 
ed in the Word, in the Prophecies and Promiſes 
ok it, and all ſhall be made good. Heaven and 


Earth ſhall paſs away; but ot all that which God 


hath ſpoken, not one jot or Tuttle ſhall paſs a. 
way, but ſhall be tulſiled; there are many things 
pet to be done about his Sons Enemies : Namely, 
the making of them all his Foot-ſtool, the De. 
ſtruction of Babylon, and the coming of her 


55 Plagues in one Day. And many Things con- 


cerning bis Church, as the breaking from off her 
Neck the Yoke of Oppreſlors, giving of her Reſt, 
making her a quiet Habitation, glorious, and the 
| Praiſe of the whole Earth; Together with the 
Calling of the Jews, which will be as Life from 
the Dead, and bringing in the fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles; and ſo the giving unto Chriſt the Heather 
for his Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts of 
the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. And many Things 
Concerning particular Saints, as the Calling of all 
thoſe whom he hath choſen, and the perfecting 
of thoſe who are already called. The bringing 
into Chriſt thoſe whom He gave him, and the 
: Faildiog up in Chriſt thoſe that are brought in. 
Ihe fitting of them for Glory, and making them 
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
and then the giving to them the Actual and ful 
Poſſeſſion of it. 5 * all this ſhall be done, eve- 
1 Part and Branch of it in its Seaſon, and 3 
JJC EE Reg © 
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which is done is a Pledge or Earneſt put into our 
Hands, and ſo an Aſſurance given us that we ſhall 


not fail of the reſt; for Moſes tells us, Deut. 324 


He is the Rock, and bis Work is perfect It ſbal de 


ſo, it muſt be fo, For if God did not perfece 8 
kis Work, he would not perfect his own Glo- 


ry; nor could his People perfect his Praiſe. 

gelides, for g Perſon not to go thorough, and fi- 
giſh that which he hath begun would be greatly 

to his Diſparagement, as ſpeaking Folly in him, 

or Weakneſs, or Change; none of which is to 
be found in that infinitely perfect and glorious 
Being. Again, if God ſhould not accompliſh 
any of his Eternal Purpoſes, nor do that which 
he hath in his Word told us ſhall be done; it 
would follow, that ſome of his Thoughts are 
vain, but that is a thing impoſſible, though the 
Thoughts of Men are vain, yet not ſo the 
Thoughts of God, whoſe Underſtanding is Infi- 
nite. His Counſel ſhall ſtand, and the T houghts of 


his Heart to all Generations. They ſhall ſo ſtand 


25 that all which doth oppoſe ſhall fall before 
them, though there may be many Lets of Oppoſi- 
tion, yet there ſhall not be one Let of Impedi- 
ment; for this he hath declared to be his fixed 
Reſolution. Iſa. 46. 10. J will do all my Parpoſe. 
Mark that Word, Al, which, though it be ſhort, 
yet, is very comprehenſive, and takes in what- 
ſoever Holy Souls can defire. 5353 
Let me more particularly ſpeak of it with Re- 
ference to the Salvation of Gods Elect. I know 
that many of you are ſolicitous about your own 
Eternal Welfare, and are apt to fill with Fears, 
upon the Account of thoſe Difficulties which are 
in your Way; and the many ſubtle, vigilant, 
ad powerful Enemies, 5 will @ 
. ee they 
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| They can to effect your Ruine; and you likewiſe 
are greatly deſirous of, and no leſs. thoughtful 
about your near Relations and Friends; for 
whom you Travail in Birth that you may ſee 
Chriſt formed in them; therefore for your Sup. 
port and Comfort, I do offer to your Confiderat. 
on that which now follows. All thoſe that have 
been from Eternity elected, ſhall in due ſeaſon 
be effectvally Called. All that have been by the 


Father given to Chriſt ſhall be brought in to. bim. 


and preſerved, 2ffd carried on to Glory; none 
can come to Chriſt except the Father that ſent 
bim draw them, but all that are ſo drawn ſhall 
come; their Enmity to him ſhall be conquert 
and their Averſeneſs from him removed. 
That good Work which is begun in them ſhall 


be performed to the Day of Chriſt, the bruiſed | 
. Reed ſhall not be broken, nor the Smoaking Flax 


- quenched; but Judgment ſhall be brought forth 


into Victory, and He that hath been the Author 


of their Faith will be the Finiſher of it. All the 
Corruptions that are within, and all the Temp- 
tations that are from without ; all the Enemies 
upon Earth, and all the Devils in Hell ſhal] not 
| hinder ir. 

For it it were Aber Chriſt himſelf would 
be a loſer ; He would miſs of that which the Fa⸗ 
ther had given him, and fall ſhort of ſomething 
which he had purchaſed at a dear Rate; did buy 
and pay for with no leſs than his moſt | Precious 
Blood, and ſure what coſt him ſuch a Price will 
be valued, and moſt carefully look'd after. 
Again, 'if any of his People ſhould finally miſ- 
carry: He, conſider d as Myſtical, would be im- 
perfect, for the Church is called his Body ; and 
in Ebb. 1. 21. it is __ 'To be the fulneſs of i 
_ tha) 
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tbat filleth all in all, Now if the whole Church ſhould 
he prevailed againſt by the Gates of Hell, He would 
be an Head without a Body, a meer Titular King 
nithout Dominions or Subjects; And therefore, 
when Hell, and Rome, and the French King have ' 


done their worſt, He will have ſtill a Church „ 


upon Earth, and all the Saints are Members of 
that Body, Eph. 5. 30. We are Members of his 
Body, of bis Fleſh, and of his Bones. Now if any 
one of them ſhould be cut off or any way periſh, 
there would be a Member miſſing, and by Conſe- 
quence the Body of Chriſt would be an imper- 
e,, 

And to thoſe Things which have been ſaid, 
let us add this: Thoſe Thoughts of God which 
have already been accompliſned, were of all o- 


ther the moſt unlikely to be ſo. If God the Fa- 
ther, one would think, would have ſtuck at any 


thing, He would have ſtuck at what He hath 
got over; for He hath parted with that which. 


was beſt in its ſelf, and deareſt to him; the choi- 


ceſt Jewel in his Crown, His own and only Son, 


that had been always rejoicing before him, and _ 


daily his Delight : Having done this, what is it 
that we can think He will not do! The beſtow- 
ing of Earth and Heaven, of Grace and Glory 
upon them is but a ſmall Matter, if compared with 
his giving of his Son for them. «| 
And then our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſabmitted 
to, endured and gone thorough that which was 
hardeſt for him to bear; He drunk off the very 
Dregs of that Cup which was of all other the 
moſt bitter. He took up that burden which 
would have broken the back of an Angel, and did 
ut himſelf into an Agony, and in a cold Night, 
into a Sweat of Blood. What is any Thing? 
. 5 
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What are alt the Things that remain 10 to be 


done, to his leaving the Boſom of his Father! 


And being Incarnate, aſſuming to himſelf out 
Nature with all its figleſs Infirmities, his hum. 
bling and empty ing himſelf, taking upon hin 
the Form of a Servant, and being made of no 
Reputation; bearing our Sins in his own Body, 
being our Surety, and engaging himſelf to dif- 
charge the Debts which we had contracted, and 
to ſatisfie for the Offences which we had com- 
| mitted; to that End humbling himſelf, and be- 
coming obedient to the Death, even the Death 
of the Croſs. And being made Sin for us, tho! 
| he knew no Sin, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him. Here was that 


9 85 which our Reaſon might have told us, that God 


5 and Chriſt would never have condeſtended to, 


| and that Grace it ſelf would never ſtoop ſo low, 
vor pay fo much for the Redemption of Perſons 


5 ſo .. 
But this being fans, there is nothing more 
but what may be done with Eaſe, and go off 
with Infinite Pleaſure and Delight. When the 
Mother hath endur'd the Throwes and Pains of 
Travail, bow ready is ſhe to draw the Breaſt and 
give Suck to her hungry and ſmiling Infant. Ex- 
cellently doth the Holy Apoſtle argue, in Rom. 


8. 38. He that ſpared wot bis amn Son, but deli- 
wer d bim up for us all, hom (hall he not with him 


— freely give us all Thing ? Mark the Word, All, 
all Things, all Neceſlaries, all good Things, all 


| campo good Things in the Way, all ſatis- 


ory good in the Countrey, all that will fit 


them, and all that will fill them. And mark that 
00 1.5 he will not only do it, but be rea- 
0 it 


He will think nothingtoo Good, too 


Great, 
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Great, too Much. How can it be otherwiſe, 

Factlins eſt, &c. faith Grotrus, It is mere caſie for 

God to give to his Friends, than to his Enennes + 

„According to that of Paul, Rom. 5.10. If when 

ve were Enemies, we mere reconciled to God by the 

Death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we 

„ban be ſaved by bis Life. And faith the ſame 

„ Grotius, It is eaſier for God to give all other. 

d Things, than his Son; if in a wfy of Grace 

„there could have been an Averſeneſs from any 

„ching, then there would have been from this; 

. but this being done, we may be ſure as to the 

= * ” we rr 

© | Laſtly, To what hath been ſaid concerning 

t F the Eternal Thoughts of God about his People. 

Let me add, and ſay ſomething concerning the 

, | Tendency of them; and conſider, what thoſe 

| bleſſed and gracious Diſcoveries of the Divine 
Purpoſes may very well produce in the Hearts of 
thoſe his Servants: And in this I might be large, 

but chooſe to confine my Diſcourſe to theſe Three 

j Oo, ᷣͤ ͤ . 
| Firſt, The Revelation of theſe Thoughts of God 
fl w directly tend to the ſmeetning of owr Lives to uu; 

aud to the making our abode in the World more 

- | Eafie, and our Paſſage through it more comfor-, 

table, There is indeed mach Wormwood laid 

” | upon the Breaſt of preſent Enjoyments, a great 

deal to imbitter them, both from Sin within and 

» | from Trouble without : Though we have Re. 

fon humbly and thankfully to acknowledge, there 

is nothing near fo much es we have deferved 

| there ſhould be; that which is but Wormwood = 

might have been Gall, that which is now mixed 


- | with Mercy and hath much to allay it, might 
I have been pure Wrath, and out Lives made wp 
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of Miſery and Wo, and ſo have been a Lamen- ÞÞ gon 
tation throughout. But though through Mercy I Caf 


' matters are not ſo bad with us, yet a che Caſe I Sou 
' ſtands, we have Exerciſes and Tris' -. Patience; I Tir 
BY enough to draw ſighs from our H and Tears I Tir 
from our Eyes; and to extorr © Complaints I The 
unto God, though nor a  - -uts of him. 44 

But now here ss in the Time 13. 

of our Faintin;, 4 t under our if ag: 
greateſt Preſlures, nir toms. a real WW thi 

_ Kindneſs in ally. aur preſent the 
Condition; and no | #1 v5 © »hatſoerer of 

State we are therewith 1 oe .. but like- gu 


wiſe enable us therein to 7 1.0.4 Triumph, te. 
Though I am low anden ne et I have W. 
been in the Heart of Go from t ternity; Jen 
though I am Vile, yet Gods Thov me are NP 
Precious: Though his preſent Pic. ences are I} of 
Dark and Frowning, yet his Purn-vics are Kind t- 
and Gracious. This was a very comfortable Con- I} . 
- _fideration to afflicted David, in 7ſalm 40. 13. | 0 
J am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh on me. | © 
And really it may have the ſame ſupporting and I 
reviving Influence upon you, when Things ſeem o 
to make againſt you. I am Poor and Indigent, Ih 
but God thinketh on me. I am Sick and Weak, 1 
but God thinketh on me. I am ia grievous and }&} 3 
tormenting Pains, but God thinks on me. lam e 
bdiuflfetted by Satan, and worried with Temptati- |} » 
" ons, but God thinks on me. I walk in Dark- 
neſs and can ſee no Light, God covers himſelf F 
with a Cloud, and hides his Face, and doth not 
give me thoſe gracious viſits which He was wont 
| to do, nor ſo lift up the Light of his Counte- 
nnance, as thereby to put gladneſs into my Heart; 
| No, no, He hath withdrawn himſelf, and is 
= on ay 1 eie, 


d OT EP | ent &. Y ow hand of of Bus, 


, 
7 
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zone, but ſtill He thinketh of me. This is the 
Caſe of every humble, holy, and truly gracious 
Soul; and let me aſſure you, it is Ten Thouſand 
Times more deſireable, becauſe full out ſo many 
Times better to have a Room in the gracions 
Thoughts of God, than to be under the ſmiling 
and comfortable Providences of God. Job in Chap. 


13. 26. complained, That God wrote bitter Things 


azainſt him, He dipt his Pen in Gall, but even 
then, when there is bitterneſs in the Writing, 


there is Peace in the Purpoſe, Hony upon the end 


of the Rod; the Letter hath in it ſome harſh Lan- 
guage, and rough Expreſſions; but let the Son 
read it to the Bottom, and He ſnall find it ſhut up 
with, your Loving Father, And all is well that 
eds ell. 1 oe * 


| Secondly, This Revelation of the gr acious Thoughts 


of God concerning us, doth very much tend and con- 
tribute to the making our Thoughts of God comforta- 
ble to us. Alas! when a poor Creature 1s ſeri- 
onſly: ingaged in the great and neceſſary Work 
of Self. reflection, and takes a view of its own 

Heart, and obſerves thoſe Diſorders, Corrupti- 
ons, and Luſts which are there; how many, and 
how great they are, and how deſervedly they 
are the Matter of its own Loathing. And when 
alſo it takes an Account of its Life, and conſi- 
ders the great and innumerable Tranſgreſſions 
which are there; how contrary it hath walked 

to the Divine Law, and to its own Profeſſion, 


and repeated, multiplied Obligations; And then 


calls to mind the Infinite Holineſs of God, the 
Purity of his Eyes, ſo that he cannot endure to 
behold Iniquity, together with his Juſtice, which 
"renders unto all according as their Works have 
been, the Thoughts hereof cannot but reader . 

„„ 8055 „ God 


| 
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Andi cauſe his Fury to reſt vpon me, who am x 
guilty Malefactor; and thongh He-hath Multi. 


|. 

F 
E 
| 
| 
* 
| 

i 

| 

| . 
| 


God exceeding frightful and terrible to hin 
Adam having the guilt of one Sin lying upol 
him immediately filld with Fear, the Voice <f 
God was worſe than Thunder, and he endes. 
woured to hide from him: Well may then a Mul. 
tirude of Sins produce the ſame Effect in his guilty 


and obnoxious 'Poſterity. Poor Aſaph in Pſaln 
VJ. 3. ſaith, Heremembred God and was troubled, 
Me complained, and bis Spirit mas overwbelmed 
Now there is nothing in God from which He can 


Suek ſweet neſs and comfort, but all ſeem to make 


_ 4painnſt them. As thus, He is an Holy Gad, 


therefore 'He camot but loath and abhor me 


_ tho am {© polloted and filthy a Sinner. He 
A juſt and-a righteous God, therefore He wil 


certainly proſecute and condemn, and puniſh 


J 


tude of tender Mercies, and his Gompaſſions do 


not fail; yet I have Reaſon to conclude, that be 
hath no Merey for me, becauſe I have ſo ſhame- 
fully abuſed his Merey, ſpurned at his year ning 


Bowels, and turned his Graee into wantonneſs, 
Thus doth a poor wounded Spirit inflame its 
own Wounds, and anoppreſſed Soul add to that 


8 which is already tao heavy for it to 


But when this poor diſtreſſed and finking Cres. 
ture, comes to be in ſome good | Meaſure. ac- 


quainted with. and fatisfied.abont thaſe gracious 
Thoughts Which God hath; trom Eternity, bad, 
and ſtill hath of and for it; and ſuch as it is, 
then ĩt knoweth how to pleaſe and ſolace it ſelf 


in the Thoughts of him again: As a good Child 


Delights in thinking and ſpeaking of its loving 
and tender Father, and à Favourite at Court in 


the 
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the Thovehirs of his gracious Prince under whoſe 
Smiles he lives; thus we find it was with Holy 
David, in Pſalm 63. He was aſſured of his Ac- 
ceptance with God, and Intereſt in-him, and fo 
could with Confidence ſay, Yerſe 1. O God, thou 
art my God! Thou art, acid thou art better than 
al}, and thou alone art more than all; thou art 
zn infinite God, both as to thy Being and thy 
perfections Other Things are but as the drop 
of a Bucket, thou art the immenſe, bottomleſs, 
boundlefs Ocean; thou art the Everlaſting God, 
dil the Aha and Omega, without Beginning and 
e, without End. Thou art the immutable God, al- 
5 ways the ſame in thy Self and in thy Purpoſes, 
without any variableneſs or ſhadow of turning; 
h, and which puts a ſweerneſs into all this, thou 
2 art my God; thou art God, therein conſiſts thy 
t- Glory, thou art my God, and from thence flows 
do Þ my Comfort. And He was ſatisfied about the 
be Loving-kindnels of this God to him, He was ſure 
e-F of it, He had taſted it, Be had had large and re- 
ns peated Experiences of it, which fill'd his Soul 
b. with Joy, and his Mouth with Praiſes; ver. 
its 3. Becauſe thy Loving-kindneſs is better than Lyfe, 
wat my Lips ſhall Praiſe thee, Now obſerve, how 
to ſweet and pleaſant hereupon his own Thoughts 
IJ of God were to him, in ver. 5, C. My. Scul ſhall. 
22-Y be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and my 
c- Mouth ſhall Praiſe thee with joyful-Lips, when I re- 
member thee upon my Bed, and meditate on thee in 
xd, the Night Matches. And at the ſame Rate he 
1s, I ſpeaks,' in Pſaim 104. 33, 34. 1 will ſing unto the 
elf Lord as Tong as I live, I will. ſing Prat unto my 
ad Cod while I have my Being, my Meditation of bim 
ball be ſweet, J will ba glad in tbe Lord. == 


ot. <3 > ©» £m 
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=. _=Q. 


— 
2 


> 


Yea, 
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Vea, and the Knowledge, and Remembrance, 


and believing Conſideration of theſe graciou 
_ Thonghts of God, will mightily conduce to the 
ſupporting and bearing up of ovr Spirits, and 


affording eaſe to us under all thoſe dark, melan- 
cholick, afflictive, troubleſome and diſtraQing 
Thoughts, which too too often croud in upon 
vs, unhinging our Minds, and creating to us a 
World of Perplexity and Diſquiet ; this the ſame 
Holy Man found by happy Experience, and hath 
left it vpon Record for the Benefit of others, in 


Pſalm 94. 19. Jn the Multitude of my Thought 


within me, thy Comforts delight my Soul. Good 
Man, as his Heart was not without Corruption, 
nor his Life without Sin; ſo his Houſe was not 


as the Light of the Morning when the Sun ri- 
| ſeth, not as the Morning without Clouds; no, 
no, he met with a great many Trials and Exer- 


ciſes, many Troubles and Afflictions, and vari- 


ety of Dangers even ſrom his Youth, and theſe 


various Dangers and Exerciſes did Cauſe in him 


a great many Thoughts; and thoſe Thovghts 
were an heavy Burden to him, which he labour'd 
and groaned under but could not deliver himſelt 
from; they ſoarly oppreſt him, and almoſt over- 


whelm'd and ſunk him: Yet in the midſt of them 
all he found that which did not only relieve him, 


but greatly delight him; if you ask, what that 


was which did it? He tells us it was the Com- 
forts 'of God, Thy Comforts delights my Soul : He 


did not go for Comfort where he might miſs of 


it, but where he knew It was to be had; name- 


ly; in that God, who is the God of all Com- 


fort, and who comforteth his People in all their 


Tribulations; If the Queſtion again be, What 
were theſe Comforts of God ? The Anſwer mull 


be, 


be, 
fort: 
Day 
Ban- 
thol 
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be, they were Goſpel-Comforts ; yea, the Com- 
forts of the Goſpel are the Comforts of God. 
David fetch'd his ſtrongeſt Cordials out of Chriſt's 
Banquetting-Houſe, his beſt Comforts out of 
thoſe Revelations which God hath been pleaſed | 
o make of himſelf and his gracious Purpoſes ; 
and out of thoſe ſweet, Promiſes which He. bath 
made to his People. Our Thoughts of God may 
very wel] be comfortable, when we once know 
tat God's Thoughts concerning us are gracious. 
We may very well rejoice at the remembrance of 
his Holineſs, when we know that very Attribute, 
in which God is glorious; and which caſts fo an- 
ery and frowning a look upon wicked Tranſgrel- 
ſors, is reconciled to us and our Friend. 
Thirdly, This Revelation of the gr aciows Thoughts, | 
of God Concerning us, 1s excellent and hearty Food 
fir our Fanb t9 live upon, and dath greatly tend to 
the promoting in us an holy Confidence in him, and 
comfortable Expectation from him in all our bumble 
/pproaches to him, and Attendance upon him, Since 
He loves his People with an Everlaſting Love, 
they may be ſure that with Loving kindneſs _ 
will draw them. When God had once ſaid, 
Jer. 29. 11. That be knew the Thoughts winth Fo 
did think concerving his People Iſrael ; and with all 
allured them, that they were Thoughts of Peace 
and not of Evil, to give an expected End, he im- 
mediately ſubjoin'd. in ver. 11,12, Te ſhall call 
"pon me, and ye ſhall go and Pray unto me, and 1 


vill bearken to you, and ye ſhall ſeek me and find 


me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me with your whole 
Heart. What he told them of ſhould be their 
Encouragement to ſeek, and when they ſought 
they might promiſe themſelves to find ; their 
Prayers ſhould not be in vain, becauſe bis Pur po- 

K N 


with the Hope, that your Entertainment with 


Cious Anſwer : So likewiſe, when you go tothe 
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ſes ſhould not be abortive : You may upon the 
ſame Account learn both Faith and Fervency inf 
Prayer. 

Knowing that the Thoughts of God concern. 


ing his People are gracious, and that your ſelve; 
are ſome of them; you may Comfort your ſelve 


him will be gracious too. Since He never fail 
to the Seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain ;, you be- 
ing ſome of that Seed, may hope that your leek- 
ing ſhall not be in Vain : But you ſhall be J/ra 
Princes and prevail with God, and as God thinks 

good, ſo he will pleaſe to do it. And hereuy- 
on yon may approach the Throne of Grace with 
an holy Boldneſs, and put up your Requeſts to 
God with a believing ExpeQation, as knowing 
there will be ſent into you from Heaven a gts. 


Lords Table, to hold Communion with him and T. 


his Peo te, in that ſacred and ſolemn Ordinanceſ to 
of the Sacrament; you may expect an hearty wel w 
come and gracious Reception, that he will then he 

lead you into his Banquetting-Houſe, ſpread hi or 

Banner over you, and give you of his Loves. 

will hear, ſaid David, Pſalm 85. 8. What God t ry 

Lord will ſpeak, for He will ſpeak Peace to his Peop th 

and to bis Saints, Such is his Heart toward then, Pt 


ſuch his Thoughts for them, therefore ſuch will th 
be his Language and Expreſſions. il 

— Theſe Thoughts of God may very well encou- 
rage the Heart, and raiſe the Faith of his Chill 0. 
dren, and their Faith being raiſed it will rail p 
their Ex pectations; when Faith is high, the EI t 
pectation will not be low: And according to the tc 
Degree of the Expectation will be the meaſure y 
of the Comfort Which it affords, The more am y 

one 
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one Truſts in God, the more good he looks for 


| from him; and the more good he looks for fron 


God, the more he doth and will rejoice in him. 
dince the Thoughts of God concerning them are 
good, his Providences alſo ſhall be for good; e- 
ven thoſe that are moſt dark, and have the moſt 


frowning Aſpect, and ſo ſhall Ordinances too: 


God will carry toward them, and Act for them 
as a Friend, when his Way is in the Sea, there- 
fore for certain He will do it, when his way 
is in the Sanctuary: Indeed, All Things ſhall 
Work together for good to them that love God : They 
ſhall work together with God as Inſtruments in 
his Hand, and together with one another. And 
they do ſo, becauſe they are the called according 
to bis Purpoſe, Rom. 8. 28. Namely, his Eternal 
Purpoſe : What was the Matter of Gods Eternal 


| Purpoſe, ſhall be the Matter of his Proſecution in 


Time, the Buſineſs of his Providence is to bring 
to paſs his Purpoſes, till he hath fulfilled his 
whole Pleaſure, and all his gracious Thoughts 
have had their Accompliſhment : But I will add 
one Thing more by Way of Information. 
Fourthly, We may from bence gather the Miſe- 
ry and dreadful Condition of Wicked Men. I mean, 
thoſe of them that Live and Die ſo, in their Im- 
penitency and Unbelief, who being born with 
their Backs upon God, do make it the Work of 
their Life to go further aud further from him. 
do not, I cannot deny but God hath ęraci- 
ous Thoughts concerning many, who for the 
preſent are graceleſs Perſons, notwithſtanding 
their being in their Blood, and their deſerving 
to be caſt out to the loathing of their Perſons; _ 
yet he makes it a Time of Love, not indeed as 
yet a Love of Delight and Complacency, but of 
- | i Bene- 
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Benevolence and Good- will. Thovgh he hates 
their Sins with an irreconcileable hatred, yet he 

hath a Kindneſs for their Perſons; though they 
are under the Curſe and Condemnation of the 
Law, and have Reafon to fear their own utter 
and everlaſting Ruin, not knowing how ſoon 

Execution may be done upon them by the Hand 
of revenging Juſtice, which always hath them 
within its reach: Yet ſtill I fay, as to many of 
them God hath had and continueth to have very 
_ gracious Thoughts; while they are in aQual 

War with him he hath Thoughts of Peace to 
them. T- „C00 
Ihis doth evidently appear by the bleſſed 
Change he is pleaſed to make in them, turning 
them powerfully, yet ſweetly from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan to himſelf; 
bowing their ſtubborn Wits, and mollify ing their 
hard Hearts, and breathing ſpiritval Life into 
them, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
calling them now into his Kingdom, with a Re- 
ſolution of bringing them in due ſeaſon to his 
4E % 3 


You have heard and read what a vile Wretch 
Saul had been, and what a deſperate cruel Ene- 
my to our bleſſed Saviour the Lord of Life and 
Glory; how much He hated him and all that did 

_ profeſs his Name, haling them to Priſons aud 
making havock of the Church : He afterward 
humbly acknowledged himſelf to have been a Per- 
ſecuter, a Blaſphemer and Injurious; yet for all 
this the Lord told Ananias, Ads 9.15. That tt 

was a choſen Veſſel unto him, to bear bis Name le- 

fore the Gentiles, and Kings, and Children of Iſt 
el. Prædeſtinatus ad gratiam & gloriam, choſen 
to Grace and Glory; choſen to great and ſingu- 


lat 
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ar Service, both in an ative Way and paſſive 
© too, choſen to be an excellent Preacher of Chriſt 
ie Wand as great a Sufferer for him. 
from hence it doth naturally follow that the 
de Borſt of Men, the greateſt of Sinners have no 


er Ngeaſon to deſpair of Mercy, bit may be encou- _ 

1 Fraged to fit under the found and call of the Go- é§Äp) | 
id ſpel, and to wait upon God in the uſe of inſtitu= | 
ned Means: Let them lie at the Pool, for Salva- fl 
of Non may come at Laſt, and a Cure may be | 


J Nerought, and it will be welcome when 1t comes. — 
ay And you gracious and holy Parents that have „ 
o Etbborn and rebellious Children, who harden 
their Hearts againſt the Fear of God, and will 
ed regard neither Inſtruction nor C orrection ; but WS 75 
I Hare reſolved upon their Way, and drink i in Ini- 
to Fcuity like Water; you do and cannot but mourn 
If; Nover them, but do not Deſpair, as Hard and 
or Adamantine as their Hearts are, they may be Diſ- 
ſolved, and as far as they are gone, and as near 
E they are got to Hell, they may be reduced. 
"Thoſe who are now your Benonies, the Sons of 
your Sorrow, may happily turn to be your Benja- 
mins, the Sons of your Right Hand; there is a 
Poſſibility left, you do not know what Thoughts 
Jod hath for them, nor what is laid up in the ö 
Divine Counſel concerning them; their Chains 
may be broken, and theſe Captives of the Migh- 
ty may be delivered: Therefore do you continue 
to pray for / as Abraham did, O that my 
ſhmael might live i in thy ſight, and go on to (oun- 
ſel, Exhort and Perſwade them; leave no Stone 
uaturned, but put forth your atmoſt endeavours, 
and uſe all the Means you can for the reclaiming 
dem from the Errovr of their Way, and turn- 
ng them to the Wiſdom of the Jult, 
R 3 Fut 


and Amendment. 
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But as 


Inſtructors; and to the Calls of God, and the 


checks of your own Conſciences, hating to be 


Reformed, ſo long as you go on at this Rate, 
you have juſt Cauſe to fill with Fear, and whenſo- 


ever you remember God you may be troubled, 


your Thoughts of him may be dreadful and put 


you into an Agony; yea, while his Thoughts are 
Precious to a David, highly cordial and comfort- 


able to an Holy Man or Woman, they may be 
terrible to you, and have the ſame Effect upon 


you, that the Hand-writing on the Wall had up- 
on Belſha- ar; Dan. 5. 6. When his Countenance 


was changed, and his Thoughts troubled him, þ 
that the Joints of his Loins were looſed, and his 


Knees ſmote one againſt another. Thus it may ve- 
ry well be vpon a Threefold Account, which ! 
| heartily Pray may be accompanied by the Divine 
Spirit, and ſo come with Power upon your Spi- 


rits, and abide with you in order to your Awaking 


TFirſt, God thinks of all the Sins which you have 
been guilty of in the whole Courſe of your Lives : 


There are indeed ſtanding vpon Record in the 


Scripture many {weet and gracious Promiſes, 


which He hath made to his People about the Par- 


den of theirs ; and there is great Variety of Ex- 


preſſions which He vſeth to ſuch a Purpoſe; 


namely, Caſting them behind his Back, 1a, 38. 17. 
While they themſelves are continually before him, 


| Caſting all their Sins into tbe depths of the Sea, Mic. 


7. 19. So deep that they ſhall never be fetch'd vp 
again, all their Sins ſhall be drown'd in the Sea, 
that none of their Perſons may be drown'd in Per- 
dition, Though they be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as 

| „% 1 Snom, 


for you that have to this Day lived in: 
your Sins, and been Deaf to the Voice of your 
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Snow, though like Crimſon they ſhall be as I voll, 
fa. 1. 18. Deep-dyed Sins, Sins in Grain ſhall be 


taken out, and be as if they had never been. 


That He will be merciful to their Unrightcouſneſs, 
and their Sins and Iniquities He will remember no 
more, Heb. 8. 12. Not that He is ſubject to for- 


zetfulneſs, but the meaning is this; God will not 
remember them to their Everlaſting Reproach, 


not ſo remember them as to Charge them upon 


them to their Condemnation. All theſe Expreſ- 


ions we find in the Holy Scriptures, and all theſe 
Aſſurances God hath given his People; and theſe 
believing, repenting Sinners may live upon, as 
excellent Food for their Faith and Joy, and car- 
ry them to the Throne of Grace, and there Plead 


them with God for a Pardon. 


But ſeriouſly Study the Matter, ſearch theſe. 


Scriptures, and ſee if there be any of this Nature 
promiſed to an impenitent, incorrigible Sinner, 
who continueth in the hardneſs of his Heart ; Is 
there any Word of Comfort ſpoken to him in 
the whole Book of God ? Nay, doth it not ex- 
preſly tell him, in Rom. 2.5, 6. That he Trea- 


Irres up to bimſelf Wratb againſt the Day of Wrath, 


and Revelation of the righteous Judgment of God, 


who will render unto every Man according to his 

Deeds? „„ e | 
It is true, you forget a great many of your 

ins. You commit them and when you have 


done ſo, you do not think of them any more, 
you do not repent of them, you are not troubled 
for them; Jer. 8. 6. I bearkened and heard but they 


ſpake not aright, no Man repented of his Wickedneſs, 
ſaying, What have I done? But though you do 


not mind but forget them, yet God thinks of 
them; your open Sins and your ſecret ones too, 
1 Pour 
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your later Sins and your former Sins too. In. 
ſtead of being caſt behind Gods back, they are 
all in the Light of his Countenance; Pſalm 90. 8. 
I bon haſt ſet our Iniquitics before thee, and our fe. 
cret Sins in the Light of thy Countenance, Yea, 
and he can when he pleaſerh make you feel the 
ſmart of them, and what was as a pleaſant Morſe 
jn the Commiſſion, ſhall be as Wormweod and 
Gall in the Review; „Job 13. 26. Thou nriteſt bit. 
ter Things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the 
Iniquities of my Youth, God can make Perſons 
read over, and call to mind thoſe Sins which 
they had committed long before; and then they 
will prove preſſing Burdens, too heavy for you 
to bear. Let young Ones remember and conſi- 
der this, when they are tempted to Sin, Oh what 
may this coſt me! The Sins of Youth may be 
the Sufferings and Torments of Age. And fur- 
ther, Let me deſire you to read, and ponder 
upon that Paſſage, in Jer. 2. 22. Though thou waſh 
thee with Nitre, aud take unto thee much Soap, yet 
thy Tniquity is marked befor? me, ſaith the Lord God. 
Ule never ſo many Means, make never ſo many 
Excuſes, Plead what thou wilt for thy ſelf, the 
Stain remains. thou art branded. There üs ſuch 
a mark of Iniquity vpun Thee 'as will abide, no- 
thing in all the Word. ill avail to the fetching 
of it our, but the Tears of godly Sorrow, and 
the precious Blood of Chriſt applied by Faith, 
IT beſcech yov, work this upon your Hearts by 
ſerious and repeated Meditation, that the great 
aud holy God doth fo remember, and think upon 


aal your <ins, as that He can ſet them in order 


before your Fyes. For ſo to do he threatens, in 
Pſelm 50.21. When they were committed, and 
where, and With what aggravating Circum- 
ances. _ Secondly, 
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i- Secondly, God thinks of all bis own Goodneſs 
te which hath been deſpiſed by you, and of bis manifold 
3. Mercies which have been abuſed by you. He remem- | 
. bers what Patience he hath exerciſed in waiting 
2, for your Reformation and Return, what Pains 
je He hath taken, and what means he hath uſed in 
l © order therunto. Such a Relation, and ſuch a 
dF Friend he hath ſent to deal with you; at ſuch a 
t- Time He hath put your own Conſciences upon 
be reproving and checking you, and at another 
1s Time, yea, Time after Time his bleſſed Spirit 
h hath ſtriven with you, and you have reiſted and 
yy refuſed; one while he would have drawn you 
u from a Courſe of Sin to the performance of Duty, 
i- | and home to himſelf by the Cords of a Man and 
It Ads of Kindneſs, but then you waxed wanton, 
de and ſpurned at his Bowels. At another Time 
'- | he would have driven you by Affliction, but 
r | then you were as a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the 
h | Yoak; and the more you were ſmitten, the more 
you did revolt: Such choice Seaſons and golden 
4. | Opportunities He put into your Hands, but them 
y | you fooliſhly and wilfully ſquandred away; fuch 
e Talents He intruſted you with, with which, if 
h you had wiſely improved them, you might have 
- | glorified him, and for ever inriched your ſelves ; 
g I but them you did either wickedly imbezzle, or 
d ſlothfully Bury in a Napkin. Such a Sermon was 
1, Preached to you at ſuch a Time, and therein was 
M Thundering againſt the Life you lead, and Cur- 
t ſes and Judgments denounced apainſt the Sins you 
lire in; and at another Time ſuch a Sermon was 
Preached to you, wherein the Grace of the Go- 
n ſpel was diſplaied, and the goodneſs of God in 
4 I Chriſt was cauſed to paſs before you. There was 
- | 2 Poanerpes with his Terrours, here a Barnabas 
Cs 5 2 Ea with 
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with his Conſolations, and for the preſent both 


the one and the other made ſome Impreſſion up- 


on you; but that Impreſſion which was made did 


RD laſt, but quickly wore out again : There 


did on a ſudden ſpring up a Senſe of Sin, and 
Fear of Wrath ; and ſome ſhame- and ſorrow 
for paſt Sins, and ſome good Thovghts and Pur- 


Poſes for the Future; but all theſe withered ·a. 


gain, and nothing was. brought to Perfection. 
While you ſate under the Sound, there were 
ſome ſtartlings and ſome ſtirrings, but you 
quickly caſt all behind your Back; returning to 
your former vicious Practices, as the Dog doth 
to his Vomit, and tne SOW to her wallowing 1 in 
” the Mire. 
| You Sinners do not keep Count of theſe 
N Things, but the great God doth, Deut. 32. 34. 
It is all laid up in ſtore with him, and ſealed 
up among bis Treaſures; and he will cer- 
tainly reckon with you for them, unleſs you 
_ timely make your Peace. Hence you meet. with 
_ ſuch Paſſages as theſe, 1 Kings 11. 9. The Lord 
was angry with Solomon, "becauſe his Heart was turn- 
ed from the Lord God of Iſrael, which had appeared 
eto him twice, Iſa. 5. 4. What could have been 
done more to my Vineyard, that 1 have not done to 
t? Wherefore when I looked that it ſhould bring fort) 
Grapes, it brought forth wild Grapes, Luke 13. 7. 
Theſe Three Years have I come ſeeking Fruit on this 
Fig tree and find none, cut it down, why cumbreth it 
the Ground, Take one Place more, Jer. 6. 29, 
30. The bellows are burnt, the Lead is conſumed of 
the Fire, the Founder melteth in vain, for the wicked 


are not plucked away. Reprobate Silver ſhall Men 


call them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them. And 


what will You have to ſay for your ſelves when | 


_ God 
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God comes to deal thus with you, what are thoſe 
"| ſtrong Reaſons which you will have to produce 
in order to the bringing you off with Credit or in 
© I Safety. You forget theſe Things now, and both 
d Gods dealings with you, and your Carriages to- 
" | wards him you bury in Oblivion; the Sermons 
ou have fate under, are as if you had never 
heard them; and the Convictions you have lien 
under, are as if they had never been; and the 
Promiſes by which in the Days of your Trouble 
and Diſtreſs you have bound your Souls, are as 
if you had never made them, all are quite for- 
gotten by you, but know God ſtill thinks of 
them: And for every one of theſe Things, He 
will bring you into Judgment, Eccleſ. 11.9, 9 .ꝓffF 
e Thirdly, The juſt and righteous God bath bis 
Thoughts imploied about your certain and approaching 
Ruine. You, Sinners, cannot indure to find your 
own Thoughts ingaged ; you do not by any means 
Love to mind Death that King of Terrours, nor 
judgment, at which you muſt give up your Ac- 
count, nor Eternity in which your State will be 
unalterable, nor Hell where there is weeping and 
4 wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. Theſe are too 
n ſerious; black, and melancholick Subjects for any 
of your Airy and Jovial Temper, willingly and 
out of choice to entertain your ſelves with. Or 
„ I if at any Time, the Thoughts of theſe Things 
break in upon you, and make a forcible Entry; 
they are as welcome as Water into a Ship, and 
you endeavour to perſwade your ſelves, that 
f i they are at a great Diſtance from you. Thus 
d they in Amos 6. 3. Put far away the Evil Day. 
Not that they really did it, but only fancied it: 
4 De conatu loquitur, non de eventu. The Prophet 
0 peaks of their Endeavour, not of the 2 
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; But however it is with you, know it is far 0- 
therwiſe with God; He thinks how he ſhall ere 
Jong be avenged on you. Now you will not be 
obedient, and He will puniſh you for your diſobe- 
dience; now you break his Law, and He will 
break your Hearts: You do now diſhonour his 
Name, and He will glorifie himſelf upon you in 
your Deſtruction. Now you will have your ſin- 
ning Day, and He will be ſure to have his pu- 
niſhing Day. In a Word, now you ſay to him, 
depart from us, and he will ſay to yon, depart 
from me ye Workers of Iniquity, Thus J. 1. 
24. Therefore ſaith the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, the 
mighty one of Iſrael, ab. 1 will eaſe me of mine Ad- 


Der ſaries, and avenge me of mine Enemies. 


fund ſome look upon theſe Words, as verba in- 


 ſultantis, the Words of one inſviting, and plea- 


ſing of himſelf in the foreſight of what he would 
_ afterward bring to paſs, I am now weary to 
bear them, I am tired out with their wicked Car- 
riages, I am preſt under their Sins, as a Cart is 
preſt that is laden with Sheaves, as He elſewhere 
complains; but there 1s a Time coming, yea, 
haſtening, wherein it ſhall be otherwiſe, I will 
eaſe my ſelf ; or as ſome render it, Conſolabor, 
1 will be comforted, | will comfort my Self, 


the utter Confuſion of theſe Wretches ſhall be 


my Conſolation, So it is ſaid, Pſalm 37. 12, 13. 
The Wicked plotteth againſt the Juſt, and gnaſpeth 
upon him with his Teeth, the Lord ſhall laugh at 
him, for he ſceth that his Day is coming, The Day 
of his overthrow and ruine, the Day in which 
his Plots ſhall be blaſted, and his Teeth broken; 


| yea, and his Arm and Neck too. God hath ap- 
pPointed and ſet the Day, he ſees it in his o] 
Purpoſe and Reſolve z he ſees it is coming, and 


When 
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ous Thoughts of, and for his People. 
J be ESO. 


Firſt, Let us by way of grateful Return make it 
our Work and Delight to think of God. It is our 
Duty, and very much our Intereſt, and by Con- 
ſequence no leſs our Wiſdom to mind, and take 
Notice of Gods Carriage toward us; and to make 
it our Study and Endeavour to anſwer it, and to 
carry our ſelves toward him in a ſweet ſuitable- 


neſs thereunto ; that there may not be a contra- 
riety, but a pleaſant Harmony and Agreement. 


As thus, doth he love us, we again ſhould love 
him; hath he choſen us, we ſhould make him 
our Choice too: Are the Eyes of the Lord upon 
the Righteous, then it is fit that the Eyes of the 
Righteous ſhould be upon the Lord. David 
could ſay that his were ſo, Pſalm 16.8. I bave 


ſet the Lord always before me. Pſalm 25, 15. Mine 
- „5 -:. mes 
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when it is come he will not let it lip, when the 
Day is once come, the Work of the Day ſhall 
be done: And God ſees this Wicked Man tho? 
now high, and active, and triumphing in the 
greatneſs of his Confidence, yet to be no other 
than a condemned Criminal upon the Scaffold, 
very near to his Execution; and while God fees 
and thinks of this, He doth it with infinite 
pleaſure and Delight; for He laughs at him, to 
ſee what a Fool He is at preſent, and how mi- 
ſerable He ſhall be at laſt. Let ſo much ſuffice 
to be ſpoken to the Uſe of Information; and on 
that all who read what hath been ſaid, may there- 
by learn to be wiſe for their Souls! We now 
proceed to another Uſe, which ſhall be by way 
of Exhortation, and will divide it felf into Four 
Branches. And the Firſt is this, Since God hath 
had from all Eternity, and ſtill hath ſuch graci- 
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Eyes are ever toward the Lord. So in the preſeat 
Caſe, ſince God doth think of us, we again ſhould 
„ / e A a cn. 
Ihe Pravity and Corruption of the Heart 0 
Man doth very much diſcover it ſelf in the ya. 
nity and ſinfulneſs of his Thoughts, as it is an 
evident Sign of a great deal of foulneſs in the 
Pot, when there is much of a thick and filthy 
Scum ariſing and floating upon the Top of it, Jer, 
4. 14. O Jeruſalem waſh thine Heart from wic bed. 
neſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved, bow long ſhall thy 
_ vain Thoughts lodge within thee ! The Heart mul: 


be waſh'd from wickedneſs, or the Mind will 


not be kept pure. It is indeed during our pre. 
ſeat State altogether impoſſible for us to ſhut 
vain Thoughts quite out of our Minds, for they 


will forcibly make their own way, and come in 


whether we will or not; yea, they will be crou- 
ding in upon us, when we have other Work to do, 
As when, according to Gods Order, the Hei- 


fer, and Goat, and Ram, and Fowls were divided, 


and the pieces were laid one againſt another, The 
| Fowls would be coming down upon the Carkaſſes, 
Gen. 15.11. But then, Abraham drove them away. 
And fo we ought to do, when vain Thoughts 
come into our Minds, ſpecially if engaged about 
ſacred and folema Work; we ſhould by no 
means bid them welcome, nor ſuffer them to a- 
bide with vs, but get rid of them aſſoon as we 
can. They were very troubleiome and unaccep- 
table Gueſts to Holy David, they were abhor- 
red by him as the Jebaſites, and the Lame, and 
the Blind, that inhabited in Zion, 2 Sam. 5.6. 
Therefore He could ſay, and that in Truth; / 
hate vain Thoughts, though he had them, yea, too 
many of them, yet he hated them, P/alm 119. 
bd: i rs ns 
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And there is very great Reaſon, why we 
ſhould keep a ſtrit watch over our ſelves, and 

take ſingular Care of our Thoughts; becauſe 


they have the higheſt and moſt noble Parts of 


Man for the Seat and Subject of them, our Minds 
| mean: And it is a thouſand Pities, that they 
ſhould be defiled. And the Thoughts are the 
moſt immediate Product and Iſſue of the Soul, 
they are its firſt-born, and do more plainly diſ- 
cover the true State and Temper of it than 
Words and Actions do; a Man may ſometimes 
ſpeak contrary to his Mind, and AR alſo con- 


trary: He may be under a force and powerful 


Conſtraint, He may be carried out to it by By- 
ends, Fear, or Hope, or Shame, may compel _ 
him to it; but Thoughts are free from being in- 
fluenced by Things of that Nature, the Soil it 
ſelf affords them. And therefore by them you 
may come to have a right Knowledge of, and to 
paſs a right Judgment upon your ſelves: Vou 
may by this means come to underſtand which is 
predominant in yov, a Principle of Grace or a 
Principle of Sin; and if Sin, then what Sin, what 
is the Conſtitution or Complection-Sin, your 
Iniquity, the Peccatum in deliciis, the darling, 
boſom and beloved Sin; that is moſt natural to 
you, that moſt often return, that ſtaies and a- 
bides longeſt with you, being moſt welcome and 
%% ooMN ( ¼ ↄ 
Therefore make choice of God, as the chief 
Object of your Meditation; let your Minds run 
out to him, and fix moſt upon him. Turn a- 
way your Eyes and Minds from the Vanities here 
below, to his Beauty and Glory which doth in- 
vite you, and is above all others moſt worthy 
your beholding. When in a Morning you awake 


> 
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be with him, yea, and that continually too, both 
every Day, and all the Day; with all your Work 
and Buſineſs in the Day mingle Thoughts of 
God, theſe will ſanctifie and ſweeten it; what- 
ever Friends and Company you Converſe with, 
let him make one; and when you lie down in 
your Bed at Night commit your Souls to him, 
that when you ſhall awake again in the Morn- 
ing you may find them with him. In order here- 
unto, I ſhall propound to your Conlideration 


only theſe two Things, the Excellency of the 


Obſect, and the Greatneſs of the Advantage 
which you will reap thereby, x. 
Tirſt, God is the beſt, moſt excellent and glorious 
Object about which your Minds can poſſibly be emploi 
ed. It is indeed too too true, as we find by ſad 
and repeated Experience, that we ate extream 
backward to ingage herein, even as an Idle Try- 
antly Boy is to go to School, or a Bear to be led 


to the Stake; yea, and ſo it is with us as to eve- 


ry Thing of a ſpiritval Nature and Import, that 
tends to the Good and Profit of our Soul. Thus 
People generally are as unwilling to ſearch into 
their Hearts, and take an Account of their Lives 

and Actions; as a poor Creature is to rake in 
his Wounds and Soars, or as a Tradeſman that 
finds himſelf ready to break, is to caſt up his 
Shop, or look into his Books. As much afraid 
they are to think of Death that King of Terrours, 
as one guilty of High Treaſon is of the Seſſions 
or Aſſizes, where he ſhall be tried for his Life, 
and knoweth that a Sentence of Condemnation 
will be pronounced againſt him. So a guilty 
Sinner is as loath and averſe from thinking of 
God, as a Malefactor is of the Judge, who mult 
| fhortly ſit upon his Life; or as Wicked: Abab 
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was to meet the Prophet Elij ih, after he had ta- 


ken the Poſſeſſion of Natoth's Vineyard; and w 
ed out, 1 Kings 21. 20. Haſh thou found me, 


mine Enemy? And it is from hence, that Joo 


and Women are ſaid not to like, to retain God 
in their Knowledge, Rom. 1. 28. They do not 
care to have right Notions of him, nor to re- 


member him, nor to keep up any Acquaintance, 
Converle, and Famil arity with him; but rather 


would ſhut the Door againſt him, and ſay unto 


bim, Depart from us, for we deſire not the Knows. 
edpe of thy Ways, Job 21. 14. Saints know not 
how to be without him, that is an uncomfortable 
Sabbath in which they do not enjoy God; that 
a dry and empty Ordinance, in Which they do 
not meet with God; and therefore their Prayer 


s, Leave us not, but others would rather have 
his Room than his Company : And accordingly, 


when he doth make a near Approach and forcible 
Entry into their Minds, they being very uneaſte 
wil cry out, Depart from us. And what is the 
Reaſon, that many among vs cannot endure to 


he alone: but becauſe, when they remember God 
they are 't1 oubled, and therefore would not hy 


my means have the Thoughts of him, lay hold 
von Privacy and Solitude, as an Opportunity b 


o break in vpon them to their Diſquiet. But 
this doth plainly prove, and londly Proclaim the 
degeneracy and miſerable Condition into which 
Apoſtate Man is ſunk, it is en undeniable Evi- 
lence of the wretched Corruption and depraved- 


nels of his Nature, and of that guilt which is a 


tormenting Sting in his Conſcience. 


For of a Truth, the great and hol F God is the 5 
moſt excellent Obje& that the Mind of Man can 
be Converſant about, the moſt amiable and love- 

i 
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ly Object that the Heart of Man can fix upon; 
in him is the moſt admirable and raviſhing Beav- 
ty, that the Eye of Man can behold: In him is 
an immenſe, bottomleſs, boundleſs Ocean of 
| Goodneſs, in which the moſt inlarged and capa- 
cious Soul, both may and ſhall to all Eternity 
Sport its ſelf without the leaſt wearineſs; here 
the inquiſitive Mind may be ſtill making further 
| Diſcoveries, and by Conſequence meeting with 
freſh Delights; Fob 12. 7. Canſt thou by ſearching 
find out God? Canſt this find out the Almighty to 
Perfection? No, that is above a Creatures reach, 
thou maieſt find him out to Salvation, but none 
of all the Angels in Heaven can find him out to 
Perfection. It is Gods own Happineſs to know 
| himſelf to Perfection, it is his Peoples Happineſs 
to know him to their Satisfaction; what is it that 
the holy and bleſſed Angels are ſo much delight- 
ed in, but the Contemplation of God, and be- 
| holding of his Face; and what was it that our 
dear Lord jeſus was ſo greatly ſet for, on the 
bebalf of thoſe whom his Father had given him, 
but that John 17. 24. They might te with bim where 
He is, and ſo behold his Glory. As if that alone 
were Heaven enovgh, and Happineſs enough. 
And indeed take a Perſon that hath really had 4 
fight of God and of his Glory, a taſte of him and 
his 1ncomparable ſweetneſs, and it will without 
any heſitance and Demurre, Love and Chooſe to 
Fx and continue where it is, to dwell upon God 
and with him. Even as it was with Peter, when 
vpon Mount Tyhor at the fight of our Lords 
Transfguration; He was fo tranſported, and e- 
ven beſides, or rather above himſelf, that he cri- 
ed out, Bonum eſt eſſe hic, It 1s good to be here: 
Not then. eee that this Life is 07 the 
: ime, 
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Time, and this World is not the Place for the 
Eternal Abode, and the Conſummation of their 
Happineſs. I ſhould rather have choſen heartilß 
to join with good Old Simeon, in that which is 
called his Cygnea cantio, or Swan-like Song; Ne 
had long, and with longing waited for the Con- 
ſolation of Iſrael, in the perſonal Appearance of 
the promiſed Meſſiab; and having once got him 
in his Arms, he lovingly and with joy embrac'd 
and hugg'd him, and not deeming it worth his 
while to ſtay any longer in a polluted and trou- 
bleſome World, he was ready and deſirous to 
take bis laſt Farewel of all Things here below, 
aud having got his Fraight to ſet up his Sail for 
the other and better World, yea, He ſeemed to 
be jn Poſt-haſte to be gone, "Lnke 2. 28,29. Lord, 
mw, yea, now preſently, the fooner the better; 
he did not care for ſtaying a Day longer, no, nor 
an Hour! Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart 4 
n Peace ;, for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. _ 
Secondly, Singular Benefit and exceeding [dag 
Advantage will accrue and be brought over to us 2 
ſerious and frequent minding of God: For ſuch 
Thoughts of him do directly tend to, and will in- 
fallibly iſſue in the bettering of the Soul. Thoſe 4 
who do familiarly converſe together are like to 
one another, their mutual Converſe is an Argu- 
ment or Evidence of their Agreement and Har- 


mony; they would not ſo much Love and De- 


light to be together, were it not upon that ac- 
count, Amos 2. 3. Can two walk together except 
they were agreed? It is Birds of a Feather that 
flock together. And this their Converſe toge- 
ther doth augment and increaſe that their like 
neſs: He that is a Companion of Fools can him- 
ſelf be little better; but be that walketh with miſe 

Ex: mea 


et 


a Divine Flame, When Moſer h had been by the 
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men will be wiſe; He will gain ſomething by their 


Diſcourſes, and ſomething by their Examples: 


As he that comes into a Room where rhere are 


| ſweet Scents, will carry away ſome of the Sa- 
your. 


Now ſerious thinking of God isa ſpecial Way 
and Means of converſing with God. The Soul 


is with God when its Thoughts are vpon him; 
David ſaid, When I am anake I am ſtill with thee 
Pſal. 139. 18, How was that? God was with 
David by his watchful Providence, by his graci- 
ous and comforting Spirit; and David was with 
God by his holy Thoughts and Meditations; and 
by this means the Gracious Soul comes to in- 


creaſe its acquaintance with God; it ſees him 


more clearly, and knows him more fully, and 
groweth up into a great familiarity and intimacy 


with him; the more it thinks of God, the more 
hall it know him, and the more doth it know 


how to prize and value him, and the more doth 


it know how to improve him, and make ule of 


£ bien, as its occaſions do require. 
| And then, As this thinking of God Joth monk 


promote the Chriſtians knowledge of him, and 
„ 2cquanntance with him; fo it will no leſs add to 
its Conformity to bim; being with God is the 


compendious and ready way to a being aſſimilated 


to him; the holding of a Burning-Glaſs with a 

ſteddy hand in the Beams of the Sun, doth quick- 
ly fire that Combuſtible Matter into which thoſe 
Beams were directed; ſo the holding and keep- 


iag of the Soul in the Preſence of God, by a con- 
tinued Meditation, is an excellent, choice and 


elſectual way for the melting of the Heart, the 
ſpiritualing it, and kindling in it an holy Heat, 


ſpace 
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ſpace of Forty Days in the Mount with God, his 
Face ſhone at his coming down again, for he 
brought with him ſomething of a Glory, _ 

What is the Reaſon of that unſpotted Purity 
and perfect Holineſs which is in the Angels and 
Saints above, but their being always with God, 
and always deholding of him; whereas there is 
nothing of God to be ſeen in wicked Men, be- 
cauſe they are altogether without him in the 
World : And there is too too little of God viſi- 
ble even in good Men themſelves, becauſe they 
are chargeable with too great Eſtrangednefs from 
bim. In the Manſions above it will be far o- 
therwiſe, viz. a clear Viſion, a full Fruition, a 
cloſe Communion, and a perfect Conformity, che 


bleſſed Reſult of all theſe. This David With 


higheſt Confidence promiſed to himſelf, Pſalm 


17.15. As for me, I will b hold thy Face in Fig bte- 5 


ovſneſs, 1 ſhall be [atisfied, when I awake 652 thy 
Likeneſs. There you have the Work of Heaven, 


that is, beholding the pleaſed, ſmiling, gracious, 
glorious Face of God, here is alſo the Effect of 


the beholding that Face, viz. alikeneſs in David 
unto God, and then the Conſequent of that like- 
neſs; wiz. Satisfaction. I ſhall be as like him as 
am capable of being, and in being ſo I ſhall be 

as Happy as I would be; nor will this be the 
bleſſedneſs of David alone, but that in which all 
the Children of God ſhall be Comportioners, 
John 1. 32. Beloved, now are we the Sons of Cod, 
and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be, but we 
know that when he ſhall appear we ſhall be like bim, 
for we ſhall ſee bim as He is. Here again we have 
that Perfection, unto which at the ſecond Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt his People ſhall be advanced, 
which ſhall for ever be c 1 to them, they | 


mall 
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mall be like Chriſt; namely, in his Grace, and 
in his Glory: Here likewiſe is laid down the 
Reaſon of the Thing, or the way by which this 
is brought about, For we ſhall ſee bim as He is: 
Then they ſhall ſee him as they would, and 
thereupon they ſhall reſemble as they would 
there; as was ſaid, the ſight of him will be 


plain and clear, and 'the Conformity to him com- 


Pleat and full. There is ſomething to this Pur- 


Poſe done in the preſent Life. The Saints limi- 


| Jitude unto God is more or leſs, according, toll. 
| thoſe ſights which they have of God; 2 Cor. z. 


18. We all nith open Face, beholding as in a glaſs 
the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame J. 
mage, from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit 


of the Lord. The firſt ſight of God begins that 
bleſſed change, further lights increaſe, and the 
Heavenly Viſion perfects it. Delizhtful Thoughts 


and Meditations upon God evidence the Holinels 
of the Soul, the frequent repeating of them ad- 


vanceth it 'ro the higheſt pitch, from Grace to 


Grace, till it come to riſe up from Grace to 
Glory. 


. Exlurtation: . | 
80 much may ſuffice to be ſpoken to the gilt 


. Exhortation, I proceed to the Second, in which 


I do adviſe, counſel, and beſeech you to Study and 
Acquaint your ſelves well with the Thoughts of God 
concerning you. Thoſe Thoughts of his 1 mean, 
which He bath been pleaſed to reveal in the moſt 
Holy Scripture, which I may very well call the 
_ Tranſcript, or Copying ovt the Mind and Heart 
of God. I do very well remember what out 
bleſſed Saviour ſpake to his Diſciples concerning 


the Times, when they asked him, whether he 


Would at that Time reſtore the Kingdom to ra- 


— 
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el. He anſwer'd, Ads. 1. 7. It is not for you to 

know the Times and the Seaſons, which the Father 
bath put in bis own Power; and ſtill keeps ſo, 
lock'd up among his Treaſures. But there are 
Times which God hath put into his Peoples 
Power, He hath been pleaſed to reveal and 
make them known; and it is their Duty accord- 
ingly to ſearch into them, and enquire about 
them: Though indeed ſome Holy and Learned 


Men are not to be commended, not to be juſti- 
fed in their being too too poſitive and peremp- 


tory in their Determinations Daniel ſet him- 
ſelf to find out the Time, which the Jews were 
to ſpend in Babyloniſh Captivity, So as to the 
Time of Antichriſts Reign and Ruine, Babylons 
flouriſning and falling, the Time is fixed, and the 
people of God ſhould be diligent in their ſearch 


after it, and modeſt in their foretelling it; but it 


ſhall certainly come to paſs at the Time appoin- 


ted, yea, and before the Accompliſnment God 


will bleſs his Servants Inquiries with further and 
clearer Diſcoveries; Dan. 12. 4. Sbut up the 
Words and Seal the Book, even to the Time of the 
End, many ſhall run to and fro, and Knowledge ſhall 
be increaſed. „„ + „ 
I may ſpeak much at the ſame Rate as to the 
Thoughts of God; there are ſome Wiſe, Holy 
and Precious Thoughts of God, which He hath 
been pleaſed to draw a Vail over, and to keep 
concealed in his Breaſt. And we muſt be con- 
tented that they ſhould ſtill lie where they are, 
being ſatisficd with the Account he gives us of 
them in General. As in Fer. 29. 11. I know the 
Thoughts that I think toward you, Thoughts of Peace 
and not of Ewil, to give you an expected End. 1 
will not fail your Expectations, but be as good as 
your Hopes, and better too. L 4 It 


wet 
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It is not ſafe for any to pry into the Ark, ſuch 
a look of Curioſity hath been fatal, and puniſnt 
with Death. It is not allowed any to aſpire and 
reach after a being wiſe above that which is 
Writcen. It is a vin in them that go to Aſtro. 
logers or Star- gels, to enquire of them what 
| ſhall happen. It is Preſumption in others to de. 
ter mine when the End of this World ſhall be, or 
when ſhall the Day of Judgment come. Ir is far 
better to ſpend our Time in a conſtant Expecta- 
tion thereof, and diligent Preparation for it, to 
live every Day as if it were our Laſt, and we 
were immediately to make our Appearance be- 
| fore the Tribunal of our Judge. Whether we 
- are Elect, and from Eternity choſen of God, 


not a Queſtion to be ask d. We are not able an 


mount Aloft, and Aſcend up into Heaven, and 
| ſearch the Records there; we cannot read the 
Lambs Book of Life, that is a ſealed Book, and 
altogether beyond our Power to open it. God 
hath indeed, O Man, O Woman, in his Word 
 ſhewn thee what is 200d, and what that is which 
He requires of thee, Read it thy ſelf, 2 Pet. I. 
10. Give Diligence to male you! Calling and Fle- 

Gion ſure, This is a ſafe and ſure Way, this is 
the beſt Method that you can poſſibly take, this 

15 beginning at the right End; and ſo yon Pro- 
miſe your ſelves, that you ſhall ſpeed and come 
to a right Underſtanding of a Matter ſo momen- 
tous and important: Look to that which is done 
ja thine own Heart, and if thou canſt indeed find 

any thing there, that is of a ſanctifying ſaving 
Ste bk thou maieſt trom thence certainly and 
= ortably Conclude, that from all Everlaſting 
God hed gracious Purpoſes concerning thee, If 
thou art once ture ot thy having been effeually 


Called, 


Called, thou maieſt from thence aſſure thy ſelf 


that thou haſt been eternally Elected, 1 Theſ. 1. 
4 5. Knowing, Brethren beloved, your Election of 


God, for our Goſpel came unto you, not in Word on- 
ly, but alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
in much Aſſurance. Ina Word, if thou art in- 
deed as a living Stone built upon that Foundation 
which God bath laid in Sion: Built, I mean, pow 


ſus Chriſt by Faith; then thou maieſt rejoice in 
the full Perſwaſion and Confidence of this, that 
thou art built upon that Foundation which God 


hath laid in Heaven, and ſtands ſure; having this 


Seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Tim. 


2. 19. 


concerning you: 1 would have you to under- 
ſtand it of thote Thoughts, which God hath 


been pleaſed to reveal and make known in his 
Word; many of them exceeding ſweet and gra- 


cious we do find laid down there with a great 


deal of plainneſs, viz. thoſe of pardoning Mer- 
cy, pardoning abundantly, caſting our Iniquities 


behind Gods back, and into the Depths of the 
Sea, Gods being merciful to the Unrighteouſneſs 
of his Covenant-People, and remembring their 


Sins no more. Promiſes of healing their Backſli- 


dings, and Loving them freely. Promiſes of gi— 
ving Chriſt for Sinners and to them, and of gi— 
ving Sinners to Chriſt. Promiſes of his Holy 


Spirit, yea, of pouring him our. Promiſes of ; 


beſtowing on his People Grace here, with fur- 


ther Increaſes of it, and growth in it, together 


with a Crown of Life and Righteouſneſs and 
Glory at the Laſt. There are many of them, 


very many, exceeding great and precious, in 


Which 
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But now, when lexhort you to Study and Ac- 
quaint your ſelves well with the Thoughts of God 
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which God hath abounded. Now theſe, O Saints 
do belong to you, you are concerned in them, 
and therefore you ought to concern your ſelves 
with them. So Moſes did of Old tell Iſrael, 
Deut. 29. 29. The Secret Things belong unto the 
Lord our God, but thoſe Things which are revealed 
belong unto us, and to our Children for ever. Gods 
gracious and eternal Purpoſes revealed, that we 
might take the Comtort of them, and make them 
the Matter of our rejoicing. His Holy, Juſt, 
and Good Commandments are revealed, that we 
might obey them, and make them the rule of our 
Lives and Actions. His dreadful Threatnings 


are revealed that we might trembie betore them, I 


and not by our wilful Tranſgreſſions draw the 
Execution of them upon our ſelves ; and his Pro- 
miſes are revealed, that we might Act our Faith 
upon them, drawing out their Sweetneſs and 
Strength for our Support in Trouble, and En- 


couragement in Duty. All is deſigned, intend- I 


ed, and provided for our Benefit and Advantage 
one way or another. So the Apoltle Paul tells 

us in Rom. 15. 4. Whatſoever Things were written 

aforetime, were written for our Learning, that we 

through. Patience and Comfort of the Scripture might 
have hope. And God takes it exceeding ill at the 
Hands of the Children of Men, and is highly 

provok'd, when theſe Things are {lighted by 

them and diſregarded ; as you may ſee, Hoſca 

8.12. J bave written to bim the great Things of 

my Law, great in themſelves, and great in my 
Eſteem, but they were counted as a ſtrange Thing, 
They lighted them as inconſiderable, and of no 
Moment as to them; and after the ſame Manner 
do too many among us deal with the great and 

excellent Things of the Everlaſting Goſpel, even 
N | 2 
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as they did with the great Things of his Law. 
They are Strangers to them, and are very wil- 
ling to continue ſo; whereas we ſhould rake it 
our Work and Bulineſs to acquaint our ſelves 
with them, to grow up into an Intimacy, our 
Souls ſhould be very Familiar with the Holy 
Word of God, and all the precious Truths of 
God. They ſhould talk with us when we wake, 
and walk with us when we go abroad; they 
ſhould keep us Company at our Lying down, 
and at our Riſing up, and be our Meditation 
Day and Night. Hence that Command, Col. 3. 
16. Let the Word of Cbriſt dwell in you richly, plen- 
 tifully, abundantly. Get as great a Knowledge 


of it, and as clear an inſight into it as you can; 


and let it have all the Power and Command over 
you that it ſhovld. Thus I exhort you to Stu- 
dy well the Thoughts of God revealed in his 

E ., 555 
Queſt. Here now ſome one or more may be 
ready to propound this ſerious and great Qpe- 
ſtion, How may a Perſon come to know that 
God hath had from all Eternity gracious Thoughts 
concerning him? F 
Anſw. Hereunto I Anſwer thus briefly. You 
may know it by looking into your own Hearts, 
and enquiring, what kind of Thoughts thoſe are 
which you have of God, and bid welcome to, 
and cheriſh. This I take for granted, that there 
are none of you who have heard of a God, and 
do believe his Being; but have Thoughts of him 
more or leſs, at one Time or anotker. I do be- 
lieve there are none in this numerous Congrega- 
tion, none I ſay, ſo bad, ſo vile, but ſometimes 
the Thoughts of God come into their Minds; 
but when Thovghts of him do come, what En- 
ES oY | | tertainment 
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tertainment do they meet with, are they hugg' 
buy you and embrac'd ; are you moſt pleas'd with 
your ſelves, and glad at Heart when your Mind; 


are thus imploied and taken up. 


But let me further inquire, what are thoſe 
Thoughts of God which you rejoice in and bid 
welcome to; do you like and approve of Holy 
and becoming Thoughts far more than vain and 
flooliſh ones, more than ſinful and worldly ones? 
I know there area Company of wretched Thoughts 


that will be frequently knocking at the Door, and 


forcing their way into the Minds of gracions 
Perſons. Atheiſtical Thoughts, blaſphemous 
Thoughts, unbelieving Thoughts, diſcontented 1! 


 Thovghts ; but when they do come in they are 


as an heavy Burden, too heavy for the Soul to 


bear: He would fain get rid of them, he is quite 


_ weary of them, and of himſelf; yea, and of his 
Life too, becauſe of them. David was a very 
Holy Man, but he was not a perfect Man; a 
Man after Gods own Heart, yet his Heart was 
not throughly waſhed from its filthiueſs : He 


could not ſay, he had no vain Thoughts; for 


poor Man, he had too many, but he could in 
Truth ſay, he did hate them; P/alm 119. 113. 


Is this the Temper of your Soul, this the Frame 


of your Spirit? If fo, it is a good Sign and ſpeaks 

- comfortably to you. But I ſhall proceed in the 
Caſe a little more particularly. What are thoſe 
Thoughts of God which are moſt acceptable and 
pleaſant to you ? ITS „ 
Firſt, Are they God-honouring Thoughts ? Such 


as do prefer and exalt him above all the World 


| beſide, do ſet him in the Throne, and Place the 
Crown upon his Head, as the chiefeſt good, and 
make all other Things his Foot-ſtoo}; ſo that the 


Saul 
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Soul takes up with him, and acquieſceth in him, 
35 one in whom it concludes there is enough to 


thoſe Thoughts, in Pſalm 16. 5, 6. The Lord is 
the Portion of mine Inheritance and of my Cup, thoy 
maintaineſt my Lot. There you ſce his Faith in 
God, the Aſſurance he had of an Intereſt in 
him. The next Words acquaint us with TH y 
of Faith, how much he was pleas'd with his Por- 
tion, what Delight the Thoughts of it did af- 
ford him. The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant _ 
Places, I have a goodly Heritage Complain who 
will, and Change who will, I will not, I cannot 


have a better God : therefore 1 am reſolved to 
cleave to him that I have. 


Secondly, Are they God. i Thought; ? ? 
Self-judging, Self-condemning, Self-abhorring 
Thoughts. What am |, faid David, and what 
is my Fathers Houſe ? Behold I am wiie, ſaid Job. 


Not worthy to be called thy Son, ſaid the repen- 
ting and returned Prodigal. But {till he thinks 


of God, and ſpeaks well too, and hononrably, 
and that under the ſevereſt Frowns, the bitter- 
eſt Rebukes and ſmarteſt Blows. Thoveh he be 
an angry God, an hiding God, a frowning God, 
yet ſtill he is a good God. Though he correct 
me, though he multiply my Wounds, though I 
am almoſt conſumed by the blow of his Bard, 
yet he doth all Things well. Though He ſeems 


to caſt me off, I will wait upon him, though he 
lead me into a Wilderneſs, I will follow him thi- | 


ther; yea, though He kill me, I will truſt in 


him. You may read this at length in thoſe bit- 


ter-ſweet Breathings of the Royal Prophet, Pſalm 
22.1,2, 3. My God, my God, why baſt thou for- 
len me, v a't tho fo far from belping me, and 


from 
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delight, to ſatisfie, yea, and to fill it. Such were 


158 The Precionſneſs of God's 5 


from the Words of my Roaring ? O my God, I cy 


in the Day-time, and thou heareſt not, and in the 
 Night-ſeaſon, and am not ſilent. This was very 
fac? and greatly afflitive, and he could not for- 
bear humbiy telling God of! it; but for all this he 
gives an honourable Report of him in the very 
next Words. But thou art Holy, O thou that in. 


babiteſt the Praiſes of Iſrael. 


Caſe to be called in Queſtion or Doubted of. 
Thirdly, Are they God-endearing Thoughts? 
Such as ſpeak the great Eſteem you have of him, 
and high value you ſet upon him. What ever 
elfe you want, you can find that in him, which 
will ſupply it; and whatever other Good you 
have, yon find that in him which doth infinite- 
"I excel it, Pſalm 73. 26. Whom have I in Hea- 

ven but thee, and there is none upon Earth which 1 

_ defire beſide thee. Here thou art my Beſt, al 
after thou ſhalt be my All. On Earth my De- 


fires ſhall be bounded by thee, in Heaven my 


_ Happineſs ſhall be compleated in thee. If theſe, 
O poor, yet happy Chriſtian, and ſuch as theſe 


be thoſe Thoughts of God which are the Matter 


of thy Choice, and Love, and Delight; thou 


maieſt comfortably conclude, that thou haſt been 


the Object of his gracious Thoughts. Such 


Thoughts of God in thee, are no other than the 
Work and Operation of his bleſſed Spirit, 


and the ſweet Fruit and Effect of his Eternal 
3 concerning thee. 

| III. Exhortat ion. 

The Third Thing, O Saints, unto "which [ 
do exhort you, is this, Let the Thougbts of God 


1 precious to you, The Text tells us, they were 


ſo to David, and why ſhould they not be ſo to 
_ 


5 That he laid down! 
as an Eternal Truth; by no perſon, and in no 
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you, and to me, yea, and to all that are born a- 


gain, that tread in the ſteps of Abrahams Faith, 
that are Iſraelites indeed, the Children of the 
moſt High God. As for others, whoare wholly 
Carnal, whoſe Souls are immerſt and drown'd in 


Senſe, they are no more capable of judging of 


theſe Things, than a blind Man is of Colours; 


the Fable tells us, that a Cock ſcraping in a 


Dunghil lighted upon a Jewel, but he rn; oth 
a poor Barley-Corn before it : And no wonder, 
becauſe it was more ſuitable to him. Juſt ſo it is 


| with carnal Men, and ſo it will be as long as they 


continue what they are; ſpeak to them of the 
precious Thoughts of God, and they ſavour them 


not, becauſe they underſtand them not, being 


- | quite above their reach, and out of their Ele- 


5 


ment. Tell them of Corn and Wine, Gold and 5 


Silver, of a flouriſhing Trade, and ſome rich 
purchaſes; and they will hear you without ti- 
ring, all this is Muſick in their Ears. There- 


| fore I do not for the preſent, and during this 


State, adviſe theſe to prize and highly Value the 
Thoughts of God, looking upon it as that which _ 


would be labour Joſt. My Counſel to them ſhall 


firſt be to look after the change of their Nature, 
the ſanctifying of their Hearts; let them pray 


for the Grace of God, and beg it with utmoſt 
 Earneſtneſs. Let them make ſure of that, and 


then they will taſte a ſingular ſweetneſs ! in the 
gracious Thoughts of God, and fo make them 
the Matter of their rejoicing. 

Look how it was with that miſerable Demo- 
niack, of whom an whole Legion of Devils had 


got the actval Poſſeſſion ; when once our Lord 


had by his mighty Power wrovght Deliverance 
for him, and caſt them out; fo that He was come 


again 
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again to his right Mind, He was found not Li: 
ving among the Tombs, nor playing his Mad 
' Pranks to the Terrour and Hurt of others, but 
ſitting at the Feet of Jeſus; and when Chriſt waz 


entred into a Ship in Order to his Departure iſ 


from that Countrey, where the Inhabitants lov'd 
their Swine better than a Saviour; this poor 
Creature had no Mind to be left behind, but 
prayed that he might be with him. After this 
| happy Change in his Condition, there was th 
him no Company in all the World fo good and 
_ pleaſant, ſo excellent and deſirable, as the Com- 
_ pany of Chriſt was, So here, when the Devil 
is once caſt out, Sin dethron' d and brought un— 
der, and Grace planted in the Soul, then there is 
no Friend in all the World comparable to God; 


Pſalm 73. Whom hade I in Heaven but thee, and 


there is none upon Earth that I deſire beſi de thee, 
And there. is uo Fellowſhip like Fellowſhip with 
God, Pſalm 84. 10. One Day in thy Courts is bet- 
ter than' a Thouſand. And no Entertainment fo 
delicious as the 1 hovghts of God, Pſalm 10.4. 34. 
My Meditation of him (hail be ſweet, I will be glas 
in the Lord. To you, O Saints-1 do now direct 
this Exhortation, O let it be accepiable to you, 
and powerful upon you! Let theſe gracious 
Thoughts of God be excecding precious in your 


Eſteem, and make it appear that they are ſo; 


now in Caſe you do ack me, how, or in what 
Way you ſhould make this appear. I chall An- 
ſwer in theſe Particulars. 


Firſt, Make A high Eſteem of the Thoughts of 


God evident, by the delightful fixing and dwelling e 
your Minds upon them. A grateful and pleaſing 
Object greatly takes with a Perſon, and ties, as 
it were, Aud faſtens him to it, ſo that he knows 

not 
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ot how to part with it, hace to get off from ĩt · 
Thus it is with a wicked Man as ro his Sin, Job 
20. 12, 13. Wickedneſs is ſweet in bis Mouth, and 
le hides it under his Tongue Ze fp. wes * and 
(fat es it not, hut Reps it ſtill te his Aon b. 
Since it is G. et to him, he would be continually. 
chewing upon it; he never is weary of Sin, he 
ever hath fo mus h of it, but that He would till 
wwe more. So the Lord Jeſus is exceedingly 
pleaſed with the Church his Spouſe, He ſeeth 
timſelf formed in her, and his Spirit dwelling 
in her, and his Comelineſs in her, and that doth | 
abundantly delight him; Cart. 4. 9. Thou bat ra- 
wiſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, thou haſt 
raviſhed my Heart with one of thine Eyes, with one 
(hain of thy Neck. And now obſerve what is 
aid of him, Cant. 7. 5. The King is held in the 
Galleries. He ſcarce knew how to take his Eye 
off He was ſo fixt that he conld not ſtir; and in 
the next Words, verſe 6. He laies down the Rea- 
ſon of it, How fair, and how pleaſant art thou, 0 
Love for Dilip! ts, He ſaw fo much Sweetneſs, 
heanty, and 1,oveline(s in her that he never was, 
never could be we eary of beholding her, much 
o the ſame Purpote it was with Hoiy David in 
reference to the Law of God „Tam 119. 97. 

1 bow Love I thy Law, it is my A ditation al the 
Day ! It was a great, a dear, aud entire Love 
that this good Man had for the La. , the Ward 
of God, the whole Word, and he 74s able to 
gemonſtrate and prove it; and that by this, be- 
zuſe it was his Mediration, \While others had 
ain and fooliſh Thoughts, worldly and finful 
houghts, enbugh and 1 his weie dire— 
ed to the moſt proper and pros table Object, 

hat Di. ine Law which was t by tue Card and 
M. Com- 


___ Meditations upon him. 
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15 Compass chat he ought to Steer his Courſe by : 
The Directory of his Life, the Rule of his ARi- 


ons. Yea, faith he, it is my Meditation all the 
Day. He had not only a few tranſient and flit- 
tiog Thoughts, but ſuch as were permanent and 
_ abiding; he made it his Days Work, to Study 
it well, to acquaint himſelt throughly with it, 
and to live in Obedience to it. Thus here the 
true Love of God will command our Thoughts 


of him, and fix them upon him; Love and Me- 


ditation will mutually and mightily influence one 
another, Love will raiſe and ix the Meditation, 
and Meditation will Avgmeat and Increaſe the 
Love. © 


Secondly, Make your bigh Efteem and P aluativ 
of the moſt 4 
the repeating ; of your Thoughts of them. Be you fre- 
quen! in your ſtudying them; as if a Man doth 
greatly Delight in his Friend, He will be with 
him as much as He can, there will be many a vi- 

ſit given: Alas! He knoweth not how to ſtay 

away. So when the Soul is indeed inamoured and 
taken with God, and the Things that be of God; 
it will renew its viſits of him, and multiply ts 
It will be, not only 
_ thinking of God every Day, but often in a Day; 

yea, the oftner the better. Theſe Thoughts 
ſhall mingle with worldly Buſineſs, and ſo make 
it ſome part of Amends for mingling of vain and 
earthly Thoughts with Holy Duties: Vea, and 


theſe Thoughts ſhall not be excluded and ſhut out 
"Dy Company, but whoever be within, if theſe 
Knock at the Door, they ſhall be receiv'd and 
welcom'd. Theſe Thoughts ſhall be Sawce tf 


his Mear, and make his richeſt Dainties reliſh the 
better; 


| walk 


(Y ACLOUS Thoughts of God, to appear by 


and theſe allo are the Pleaſure of bis 
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atk: 1 do not doubt, but /e in the Fields 
was full out as much delighted with his Meditati- 

on upon God, as He was with his meeting with 
Rebekah; and "how fearleſs and chearful was Da- 
vid in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, ſo 
long as He could ſay, God was with him. 5 
How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, O God ! 
daith the Prophet in the Text, and in 'the next 
Verſe He adds, When I awake, Jam ſtill with 
Thee. He did not mean it, only as He was the 
Object of Gods Care, and found himſelf under 
the never ſlumbering Eye of a watchful God, and 
under the ſafe protecting Wing of an Omnipo- 
tent God; but he was ſtill with God by fpiri- 
tual and holy Meditation: So Mr. Ainſwort) 


underſtands ir, I awake and am ſtill meditating 
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upon thee. Lord, as thou deſerveſt, ſo thou haſt 
my beſt Thoughts, yea, and my fir t Thoughts. 


| do not make my God wait while J ſpeak with _ 


ſome other Friend, or diſpatch ſome other Buſi- 

neſs. Aſloon as the Band of Sleep is looled, 
and my Senſes are again at Liberty, my Mind 
immediately gets upon the Wing, and takes its 
flight for Heaven. Aſſoon as my Eyes open, 1 

direct them to God; and, faith he, it is not 
thus, only now and then; in ſome fir, ſome 
fright, or good Humour, bur it is {till ſo. This 
is the conſtant Bent of my Soul, my Soul pre- 
vents my heavy and lumpiſh Body, that gets up 
firſt; my Body doth not ſo ſoon riſe out of its 
Bed, as my Mind and Affections mount up to 

Heaven. And doubtleſs, it was thus with him, 
not only in a Morning, but frequently, often in 


a Day. As we may learn from what he faith, 


in Pſalm 25, 15. Mine Eyes are ever toward the 
. i. C, at all Times, and in all Conditions: 


8 3 Waen 
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When J am alone, and when in Company; in 
my ſerene Halcion Days, and in cloudy tempe- 
ſtuous ones too. Such an one is like to the Nee- 
dle, after it hath been touched by the Load- 
: ſtone, which is continually in a reſtleſs Motion, 
ſhaking and trembling, unleſs when it turns to 
the North-pole. So a truly gracious and holy 
Soul, which bath had a ſanQifying touch from 
the Divine Spirit, is vneaſie and tremulous till 


it turn to God; without ſome Enjoyment of him 


it knoweth not 'bow comfortably to enjoy its ſelf 
or any Thing elſe, without him other Things 
are empty and onſavoury.. In the Time of the 
Deluge, the unclean Raven could with Pleaſure 
= Wd SatisfaRtion, light and reſt, and feed upon 
the dead and putrid Carkaſles, "which lay float- 
ing upon the Waters; but the Dove could find 


no Place for the Sole of! its Foot, until it return- 


ed back again to the Ark. So though the unre— 


generate, who is ſunk into the Fleſh, and grown 


_ carnal thoroughout, can pick up a Satisfaction, 
and by Conſequence find for a while a reſt for 
_ himſelf in theſe ſublunary Inferiour Enjoyments; 
like that rich Worldling mention'd in the Scrip- 
ture, who having his Barns fill'd, and from 
thence reckoning, upon Goods enough tor many 


' Years, called upon his Soul to take its Eaſe as 


having nothing elſe to do, nothing better to make 


ſure of, and was ther efore juſtly called a Fool by 


1 Spirit of God. Yet a Perſon that is born 
from above, and made Partaker of a Divine Na- 


ture, and hath a Principle of ſaving, Grace and 
Love infuſed into him; can take up no whete, 
but muſt be making haſte home-ward, and upon 
his return varo his God. Methinks the Language 
of Holy David to this Purpoſe i is very rener 

e 
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ble, in Pſalm 116. J. Return unto thy reſt, 0 my 


Soul ! For the Lord bath dealt bountifully with tbee. 


One would think he might have ſaid, O my Soul ! 
Since God hath been fo gracious to thee, and 
dealt ſo liberally with thee, reaching out his Fa- 
vours and Bleſſings with ſuch a large Hand; 
thou needeſt not look out any further, but ſtay 
at home for Time to come. Be very thankful 
for what thou haſt, and take the Comfort of it. 
But it was far otherwiſe with this good Man, 
what He had received from God, carried him 
ſtill out to God; what' He had was good and 
very ſweet, but it was not enough, He would 
have more, yea, more and more, till he had all. 
Juſt as it was with the Spouſe, Cant. 2. 3, 4. 1 
ſate under his Shadow with great delight, and his 
fruit was ſweet to my Taſte; He brought me into 
the Banquetting-bouſe, and his Banner over me was 
Love, But though this did afford her Delight, 
it did not damp her Deſires, nor blunt her Ap- 
petite, but ſet a ſharper Edge upon it, and in- 
flam'd her Holy Thirſt; Yerſe 5. Stay me with 
Flagons, comfort me with Apples for Iam ſick of 
Love. An Holy Soul doth not, it cannot find 
a plenary Reſt in any thing it receives from 


God, but always ſeeks its reſt in God. Reddit ad 


lam apud quem ſummam invenics mahlen, 
nempe ad Deum. Return unto him, namely, 
God, with whom alone thou canſt find full. Zn 
diſturbed and Everlaſting Repoſe. 
Thirdly, As you ſhould ſhew the Eſteem you 
have of the gracious Thoughts of God concerning, 
his People by your dwelling much upon them, 
and by your frequent Repetition, ſo by the ſingu- 
lar Delight which you take in them, and by pleaſing 
your ſelves with Ged. For as there is that in God 
1 -._.: Which. 
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which deſcryes your moſt ardent Deſires, ſo is 


there that in him which may raiſe, maintain and 


feaſt your Delights. God 1s delighted | in hint- 
ſelf; yea, ſo great is that Satisfaction which he 
rakes in himſelf, that he needs not look for any 


from without him; nor indeed is it poſſible that || 
all the World, nay, that Ten Thouſand Worlds, 


if there were 10 many, ſhould make any the leaſt 
Addition to his own Fulnels, Happineſs and 
Joy: All the ſacred and glorious Perſons in the 
Godhead do take the ſame Infinite Delight as in 
| themſelves, ſo in one another, the Father in the 
Son, the Son in the Father, both in the Spirit, 

and the Spirit again in them. Thus ſpeaks the 
Eternal Son, Prov. 8. 22, 23. The Lord poſſeſſed 
me in the beginning of his way, before bis Works of 


Old. I was ſet up from Everlaſting, from the Be. 


inning, or ever the Earth was. Now paſs on and 
read what he ſaith, in Yerſe 30. Then J was by 
him, as one brought up with him, and I was daily 
his Delight, rejoicing always before him. There is 
a a mutval Delight and Joy that they have, that 
bath been from Everlaſting, and will continue 
to E 'erlaſiog without Ending or Abatement. 
N Pnce God hath in him enovgh, abun- 


dantly eu ugh to delight himſelf, he cannot but] 


% cnough to delight his People : If any do not 
_ delire God, it is becauſe they do not know him; 
if any do not delight in God, it is becauſe they 
have not in them a ſuitableneſ to him, which is 
the miſerable Caſe of Devils, and of all wicked 
and ungodly Men: Otherwiſe for certain he can- 
not but be pleaſant for Delights. There can be 
no want in him, in whom there is an Infinite 


Fulneſs, no w ant. in him who is the bottomleſs, 
and boundleſs Ocean of Being and Goodneſs; 


that 
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that which can fill a Tun can fill a Pint, that 


which can fill the vaſt Sea can much more fill a 


Bottle. That which is an Income and Revenue 


ſufficient to Anſwer the Expences, and Support 
the Grandvre of a mighty Prince, cannor but te 


enough to maintain an ordinary private Perſon. 
That God who fills both Heaven and Earth by his 


Omnipreſence, the former with his Glory, and 


the latter with his Goodneſs, cannot but have 
enough to fill the Heart of Man, and that when 


its Capacity is enlarged to the utmoſt. 

There is indeed among all the Saints upon 
Earth not one to be found, that is ſatisfied EY 
that which he hath of God while He is here; 


is true, He doth not delire a better God, er ” 


he deſires to be more with God than yet he 1s, 


that his Communion with him might be more in- = 
timate; and that he might have more of God than 
yet he 'bath, and ſo his Enjoyment of him might 


be more full ; but the Reaſon hereof, is not be- 


cavſe there is any defect or emptineis in God, 
but becauſe of their preſent State, which is a 


State of Abſence from the Lord, 5} 2 State of 


Minority and Non-age, and becauſe they are 


wanting to themſelves ; drawing no more fron 


him, and living no more by Faith upon him than 


they do: His Fulneſs is infinitely great, but their 


Capacities are very little; and they frequently. 


too too ſlack, and remiſs in their Endeavours. 
When once they are brought into the Preſence of 
God, and placed upon his Right-hand; and there 
have a fulneſs of Grace, and that Grace conſftant- 
ly in the heighth of its Activity, they will meet 
with a ful neſs of Joy and Pleaſures for evermore. 
Nov then O Chriſtians, manifeſt the Eſtcem 
you have of God, and his gracious Thoveghts U, 


M + the: 
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the Delight which you take in Nm, and them, | 
have often thought the poor Prophet in a very 
dark and difinal Condition, when Be tells us, 
P ſalm 7. 2, 3. His Soul refuſed to be comforted, be 
remembred Cod and was troubled. Without per- 
_ adventure there was exceſſive bitterneſs in his 
Spirit, ſince it did imbitter to him the very re— 
membrance of his God; yea, and that to ſuch a 
Degree, as his Spirit was overwhel ied, Your 
Tbougbts of God ſhould promote your Faith in 
him, and your Love to him; they ſhould raiſe 
an Holy Chearfulneſs, and even put you into a 
Tranſport, Hence you have ſuch Commands, 


as theſe, e, 37. 4. Delight thy ſelf in the Lord. 


Phil. 4. 4. K. Joice in the Lord 5 and again, I 
\ ſay, Rejoice, When you have other Comforts be- 
lides God, do you rcjoice in God more than in 
them. Let him be your exceeding Foy, Pſalm 43. 
Or as you have it in the Margin, The gladneſs 
of your Rejoicing. When you are firipr of your 
_ other Comforts, and have nothing but God left, 
then do you rejoice in him alone; at ſuch a Time 
let not your Faith fail, nor your "Hearts die with- 
in yon, as if there were not a ſufficiency in him 
for your support: Remember the excellent Reſo- 
Intion of the Holy Prophet, upon the Suppoſition 
of a Caſe as bad as bad could be; Hab. 3. 17, 18. 
Although the Fig tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 
Fruit be in the Pi incs, the labour of the Olive- tree 
hall fail, and the Ficlds ſhall yield no Meat ;, the 


Flock /h. ul be cut off from the Fold, and there ſhall be 
no Herd in the Stall, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
1 will Joy in the God of my Salvation. 
Feourthly, Make this alſo to appear by your 
comforting your ſelves with the Thoughts bereof in all 
the Troubles and Diſtr: Jer, which you either are or 


may 


[ 
| 
ö 
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may be in. If you be the Children of God, you 
have your Afflictions. For the Apoſtle faith, 
Heb. 12. If any be without OI, they are 
Baſtards, and not Sons. You muſt have them, 
for you need them; the beſt of Saints do as 


much need Afflictions for their Souls, as they do 


Phyſick for their Bodies; they are good for you. | 


David own'd it when he came to reflect upon 


them, It is good for me, tbat 1 bave been afflicted. 
And you never have them, but when they are 
ſo; God is ſo loving and tender a Father, that 
be doth not affiiG willingly, nor grieve the Children 
of Men ;, he doth not whip his Children for whip- 
ping ſake, but in order to Cure and Healing. If 
need be, ye are in heavineſs, becauſe of divers Temp- 
tations, then, and only then, not before there is 

need, not longer than there is need, 
But whenſoever Afflictions come, and of what 


kind ſoever they be, they are more or leſs Exer- 


ciſes of Patience; though they be neceſſary and 
wholeſome, yet they are bitter: Though they 


yield the peaceable of Righteouſneſs, yet they : 


are pricking Thorns. None of them is for the 
preſent joyovs but grievous, and Holy Perſons 
themſelves are too ready to complain of them. 


Job was a Mirrour of Patience, yet he ſaid he 


would fill his Mouth with Arguments, and in- 
deed he did fill it with Complaints; and as they 
are ready to complain of them, ſo ſometimes to 
ſink under them, and be weary. So Job ſaid, 


Nom hath he made me weary, and that both in 


Body and Spirit, quite tired. Now let the E- 


verlaſting Love of God to you, and his gracious 


Thoughts concerning you, quiet your Spirits, 
and bear you up under all; Pſalm 104. 34. My 
Meditation of him ſhall be ſweet, 1 will be glad in 
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the Lord. Meditations vpon God as he is a God 


in Chriſt, and our God in Covenant; and Medi- 


rations upon the Purpoſes and Promiſes of God 
concerning his People, and to them are ſweet Me- 
ditations, and they ſhould be ſweetnivg Medita- 
tions. There is enough in them to ſweeten a 


great deal of Wormwood and Gall, yea, a Cup 


of trembling when it is put into the Hand of a 
\ Believer; 2 Sam. 23. 5. Though my Houſe be not 
ſo with God, i. e. not ſo, as He had ſpoken in 


the foregoing Verſe, Biz. as 4 Morning wit hout 


Clouds, nor as the tender Graſs ſpringing out of the 
Earth, 'by clear ſhining after Rain. 
many Sins committed in it, which do threaten 
it, many dark Clouds upon it which do obſcure 
and benight it, and many violent Storms which 
have threatned and ſhaken it; Yet He hath made 
with me an Everlaſting Covenant, ordered, in all 
things and ſure. He hath in his own Breaſt pur- 
poſed and reſolved well concerning me, and by 
his Covenant He hath made Things ſure to me; 
ſo that in all Viciſſitudes and Changes, in all turns 
and overturnings, I can fit down 1n Peace and en- 
joy my ſelf: For this is all my Salvation, and all 
my Deſire. Thus he fate down and bleſt himſelf, 
however it be with my Houſe, it will be well 
with me; I ſhall be ſecured, for here is all my 
Salvation, and I ſhall be richly ſupplied and pro- 
vided for; here is all my Deſire. 
Fiſthly, Make the high Eſteem you have of the 


Tb of God, to appear by your valuing of 


your ſelves by them; and thinking the better or 
worſe of your ſelves and your Condition, ac- 
_ cording to thoſe Thoughts which the oreat and 
holy God hath of you, and for you. I very well 
know, that Perſons of carnal Minds proceed al- 

together 


But there are 
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together by other Meaſures, they rate them- 
ſelves and others by what they have of this 
Worlds Goods: They look upon them as the 
only great and honourable Men, who are advan- 
ced to high Place and ſtand upon the Worlds 
upper Ground. Reckon them as the Rich Men 
who have bulky and over- grown Eſtates in Lands, 
or Moneys, or both, Waters of a full Cup 
wrung out to them, even as much or more than 
Heart can wiſh; and admire thoſe as the only 
fine Perſons, who have upon them fine Feathers, 
and are cloathed in gorgeous Apparel. 
But now do you Rate Men, according as you 
judge them to be in God's Book; do you make 
Intereſt in God, and Eſteem with him the Mea- 
| ſure of your judgment. We have an Account 

given us of ſeveral Practices of the wicked Man, 
and among the reſt this is one; Pſalm 10. 3. 
He blefſeth the Covetous whom the Lord abbors. 
He walks Antipodes, quite croſs and contrary to 
God, Thns it is as to Things, what God for- 
bids he doth, what God commands he omits and 
leaves undone. Thus it allo is as to Perſons, 
God abhorreth a covetous Perſon, and tells vs, 
their End ſhall be Deſtruction, who mind earth- 
ly Things, and ſet their Hearts upon them; but 
theſe now bleſs them, and approve their doings. 
Now do you ſhew, that you have learned better, 
and that the holy and infinitely wiſe God, and 
you are of a Mind; do you ſet down this as a 
certain Truth, and chuſe accordingly for your 
ſelves; viz, that he is the Rich Man, and of all 
others beſt to paſs, who hath the Lord for the 
Portion of his Inheritance; he is in the ſafeſt - 
Condition who is one of Heaven Favourites, and 

hath a Room in the Heart and Love of God. 
*** 
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He is the good Man indee no is approved of 
SGod, in whom the Cr ciſi on is that of the 
1 Heart, in the Spirit, 4 not in the Letter, noſe 
Praiſe is nt of A en but of God; Rom. 2. 29. And 


He is the bleſſed Man whom God hath ſer apart | 


for himſelf, and intends Good to, ſpecial Mercy 
and EK indneſs to; Cant 1. 4. We remember thy 
| Love more than ine. That is better chan Wine, 
better than h ife, better th n the beit of Crea- 
tures, better than all of them put together. 
Such an one, I mean, 2! a 
of God, knovieth how 10 Value chele Inferiour 
Comfor „ ail ſet a d ett, upon them, 
and he is ind deiires to be very cha 1akfui to God 
for them, and is conſcicicioull, careful to uſe 
them as he ought, and to in, p07 aud improve 
them for the Honour of that o who gave them 
to him, but ſtill He doth not Vaude tümtelf by 
them. Theſe are Talents wiel, (hich lam to 
Trade, and to give an Account gt, bu they are 
not my Portion; 
vpon me as ſuch, and! would not accept of them 
as ſuch; for though they are good helps, yet 
they would make but a pitiful Portion: There 
is ſomething that flowes from theſe Things 1 in 
order to our preſent Subſiſtence and Comfort, 
but our Happineſs is not laid up in them. 7t is 
not Money, that makes the Man. Neither the 
good Man, nor the bleſſed Man; but Intereſt in 
' God, or Union to Chriſt, and the indwelling of 
the Spirit, and the Implantation of Grace. It 
is not therefore what this or that Man thinks of 
me, no, nor what all the Men in the World 
think of me; but what the great God thinks of 
me, who ſearches the Heart and poſſeſſeth the 
Reins, and knows what is in Man. What tho 


Samuel 


_auly Soul, one taught | 


God doth not "beſtow them 


— 
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Samuel looking upon Eliab, ſaid, Surely the Lords 


anointed is before me. When God himſelf aid, 


have refuſed him, 1 Sam. 16. 6, 7. If I be appro- 
ved of God, if 1 have a Room in the Heart of 
God, that is abundantly enough for me; though 
by Men I am counted no other than the Refuſe 
and Off: ſcouring of the World; 1 Cr. 4. 3, 4. 

With me, it is a very ſmall thing that 1 ſhonid le 
judged of you, or of Mans Judgment; yea, 1 judge 
not mine own ſelf. For I know not hung by my ſelf, 


yet am I not bereby juſtiſied: But he that Pagers me 


is the Lord 

Laſtly, Make the bich Eſteem you have of the 
Thoughts of God to appear by your frequent, and 
moſt affectionate Diſcourſes of bim and them. Lay 
hold upon, and be glad of all Opportunities to 
ſuch a Purpoſe; how can it be rationally conclu- 
ded, that God bimſelt, or his Thoughts, his gra- 
cious Thoughts and purpoſes are precious to and 
much valued by them; who are continnally ta— 
ken up with Thovghts of, and talk about Vani- 
ties of the World, but never or very rarely 


ſpeak of God. How many, With Grief, let it 

be ſpoken, how many are there, whoſe Tongues 
are every Day running over with Froth or Scum, 

looſe, idle, inſignificant, unproßtable, vnedify- 


ing Tales; or elſe filthy abſurd Communicati- 


on, with which gracious Hearts are ſaddened 
modeſt Ears are offended, and good Manners 
are corrupted. But theſe Perſons have not God 


in all their Thoughts, and ſo can and do pass 


Day after Day, and Week after Week without 
any ſerious and holy Diſcourſes of him. 


And what is the Reaſon of this, but either 
their Atheiſm, not believing there | is ſuch a Su- 
pream Eternal Being, or becauſe they do lightly | 
Eſtcem 
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Eſteem him. Other Things are dearer to then 
than God, and much more ſet by; did Men but 
_ Taſte the incomparable ſweetneſs that is in God, 
had they but a ſavoury Reliſh and experimental 


Acquaintance. with the Excellency that is in je- 


ſus Chriſt, they for certain would -be more fre. 
quent in their Converſes with him, more earneſt 
in their Longings after him, and more delighted 
in their Diſcourſes of him. Thus it was with 
the enamoured Spouſe, ſhe had fate under the 
Shadow of her Beloved with great Delight, and 
found his Fruit ſweet to her Taſte; He had led 
her into his Banquetting-houſe, and there ff pread 
over her the Banner of his Love: And this did 
not only make her Sick of Love, and ſet her a 
longing for cloſer Communion and fuller Enjoy- 
ment, but likewiſe ſet her upon ſpeaking of him, 


and commending him to the Daughters of Jeru- 


ſalem in order to the gaining of their Hearts o- 
ver to him, as well knowing their Intereſt in 
him, would 'be no prejudice nor loſs to her ſelf; 
as no ſingle Perſons hath leſs of the Suns Light 
and Warmth, becauſe ſo many Thouſands are 
Fellow- ſharers with him in them. 

Affection, where it is real and vigorous, can 
no more be concealed and kept hid than Fire, 
which will find a vent and make its way. It con- 
ſtrains us, faith Paul, 2 Cor. 5.14. Whenſoever 
it is in the Heart commanding, it will fit upon 
the Lips ; if the Heart be indeed taken with 
God, and boiling or bubling up appretiating 


Thoughts of him, the Tongue will be as the 


Pen of a ready Writer, ſpeaking of the Things 
which it hath made touching the King; vi. our 
bleſſed Lord Jeſus, the King of Sion and of Saints, 
the Lord of Glory, Pſalm 45: 1. Well then, 

Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, let this be your daily Work, be much 
in Holy Diſcourſes of God; Pſalm 29. 9. In his 
Temple doth every own ſpeak of bis Glory, This is 
proper Temple-work, Church-work, belonging 
to and becoming of them that are Members of 
Churches; and it will tend to the Advantage 
both of them that ſpeak, and of them that hear; 
fall to the Work then, and keep at it: Be often, 
be much in diſcourſing of God, his Eternal Ex- 
cellencies, his inexhauſtible Fulneſs, his gracious 
purpoſes, his Everlaſting Covenant, his exceed- 
ing great and precious Promiſes; his conſtant 
Care of the Church, and wiſe Government of 
the World: Tell of theſe Things to one ano- 
ther, to your Children and Servants, to your 
Friends and Neighbours; yea, and to all your 
Acquaintance, as the Spouſe did the Praiſes of 
her beloved to the Daughters of Jeruſalem. 
r e, 5 
In the Laſt Place, let me deſire and exhort 
you to maintain and keep up bigh, honourable, and 
becoming Thoughts of God. And ſo let your re- 
turns to God be in ſome meaſure anſwerable to 
the Obligations which have been, and are by 
him laid upon you. Since he hath precious 
Thoughts of you, ſee to it that you have amica- 
ble Thoughts of him ; ſuch as do preſent him to 
you in his greateſt Beauty and Lovelineſs, and 
will render him the moſt deſerving Obje of your 
deareſt Love and higheſt Delight. The Thoughts 
are thoſe which He hath his Eye very much upon, 
and which he would have the chief Poſſeſſion of, 
and the uppermoſt Seat in. It is his Prerogative 
Royal to diſcern and know them, it is his un- 
doubted Right to be chief in them, and he will 
at the laſt and great Day judge them, and Re- 
ward 
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ward or Puniſh Men according as they have been, 
Earthly Princes lay claim to, and have a Power 
of ruling the Tongues of Men; and binding their 
Hands, and regulating their Actions, and Miſ. 


carriages in any of theſe coming under their Cog- 


nizance they can in a judicial Way; animadvert 
upon according to the Demerit of the Thing. 
But God only who is the great x#eNoyroces, ſearch- 


er and knower of the Heart of Man, tits judge 


upon the Thoughts. His declared Will and 


Pleaſure is, that we do all ſanctifie him in our 
Hearts, /. 8. 13. Sandifie the Lord of Hoſts him- 


ſelf, i. e. by having right Notions and Appre- 
henſions of him, God-endearing, God-magnity- 
ing Thoughts, ſuch as are worthy of fo great and 


excellent a Being, ſuch as do reflect an Honour 


and Glory upon him. 
I too weil know, that there are ſometimes ; 
yea, too often in gracious and Heaven- born 


Souls, black and vile Thoughts of God; blaf- 
phemous Thoughts, deſpairing Thoughts, ſome 


that ſtrike at his very Being. Some at his Holi- 


neſs, ſome at his Righteouſneſs, ſome at his Mer- 
Theſe the black 
curſed Fiend of Hell works in their M inds, and 


cy, and Goodneſs, and Truth. 


promotes to his utmoſt, tor He is an implacable 
Enemy both to God and his People; indeed to 
all the Children of Men, to whom he envieth a 

Poſſibility of Salvation, and whoſe Welfare and 
Happineſs, he with might and main Endeavours to 
obſtruct and prevent, and being in the greateſt 


| Rage, and altogether Deſperate, becauſe He 
| knowes his Caſe is fo, and that there is no way 
for him to eſcape,out of the Miſery and Torments 
unto which he is condemned by a righteous and 
TEYEOpIng Judge; he Cares not whit He doth to 


Gods 
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Gods Diſhonour, and to Mens Prejudice and 


Undoing + And accordingly he will be ſowing 
theſe Tares, and caſting ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
into their Minds, yea, and fixing them there, 


and multiplying them too as much as ever he 
can. But now ſuch Souls as theſe that are re- 
conciled to God, and made Partakers of a Di- 


vine Nature, are affrighted at ſuch Thoughts as 


Wit ſo miny fiery Darts, and quite weary of them, 


ad of themſelves; yea, and of their Lives too, 


Jbecauſe of them. And fo long it is well, let 


them not be diſcouraged, nor caſt away that 
good Hope which through Grace they may have 


in God, So long as theſe wretched "Thoughts 
are not lov'd but hated, not lik'd but Joath'd, 
oo welcom'd, but reſiſted : So long as you groan 
under them, as an heavy Burden, too heavy for 
you to bear, and bid Defiance to them, and 


make all the Reſiſtance you can, and by earneſt, 
fervent Prayer call in help from him whoſe 
Grace is ſufficient for you, and whoſe Power is 


manifeſted and perfected in his Peoples weak 


neſs; In a Word, ſo long as you would gladly 
be deliver'd from them, you may Comfort your 
ſelves with this; that though you are very unea- 
le, yet your Condition is ſafe, theſe Thoughts 
are your Affliction, but they are not your Sin. 


The great and righteous God, who perfectly 


knows how the Matter ſtands, will not charge 
them upon you, but upon Satan who is indeed 
the Father of them, his Brats they are, and he 
bath, like himſelf, laid them at your Door, that 
you might Nurſe them. But now, ſince there 


are ſuch vile Thoughts forcibly introduced into 


your Minds by your Enemy, do you carefully 


look to it, that thoſe Thoughts which you have 


- Rea- 
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Reaſon to call your own, thoſe which are your 


natural genuine Off-ſpring, thoſe which you Stu- 
dy for, and hug, and cheriſh, be of ſuch a Con- 
ſtitution and Temper, as that God who under- 


ſtands them afar off may approve of them: And 
here for the ſhutting vp of this Diſcourſe, I ſhal 


Inſtance in ſeveral Thoughts, which you will do 


well to dwell upon, and make the Companions of 


% ( = 
Firſt, Think of God as a Lord fit to be obeyed, a 


Maſter fit be ſerved. And fo do you take up his 
| Yoke, and Kiſs him with a Kiſs of Love and Ho- 
mage. Thus the Church did, ſa. 26. 13. O Lord 


our God, other Lords beſides thee have had Domi- 


nion over us, but by thee only will we male mention 
ef thy Name. Other Lords have had Dominion 


over us, by them they meant the Babylomians and 


other Tyrannical Princes, by whom they had 

been barbarouſly handled and cruelly oppreſt; 

but we will make mention of thy Name, a 
| thine only as our rightful Soveraign and graci- 
ous Benefactor. Now do you think and ſpeak 


the ſame as to thoſe far worſe Lords, the Luft 
of your own Hearts; theſe have uſurped a Pow. 
er, ſeated themſelves in the Throne, have had 
Dominion over me; but now I am quite wear 
of them, I count their Service ſlavery, and would 
have their Yoke broken from off my Neck. 
Now let me be made one of thy Servants, in 
- Whoſe Service there is perfect Freedom: Let me 


be brought now into the gracious Liberty of thy 
Children, that | may at Laſt be a Fellow-ſharer 


In their glorious Liberty; and from henceforth, 
I will make mention of thy Name, yea, of thine 

only, as him whom I would moſt willingly obey 
and be, throughout my whole Courſe ruPd and 


7 
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zovern'd by. Look upon his Law, as being con- 


cerning all Things right, holy, and juſt, and 


good, none of his Commandments grievous; 
but his Yoke eaſie and his Barden light, Loox 
vpon the Work he hath cut out for you, as the 
beſt Work in the World, being moſt profitable, 5 

for the Work is the Wages, and to do the Will 

of God is Meat and Drink; in the keeping of 


the Commandmeots there is great Reward, and 
if ſo, what will there be after they have been 


kept ? From Firſt to Laſt God js gracious. He 
ſets you your Work, and will afliſt you in the 


doing of it; Rom. 8. 26. The, Sfirit helps our Infit= 


mities. We know n t what to pray for as. we, ought, 
God pours out a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, 
and he makes Interceſſion for us with groanings th at | 
cannot be uttered, That God that orders out the 


Commandment, will impart Strength for the o- 
deying of it. The very IWay of the Lord is Strenęth 
to the Upright, And what will follow? Eye bath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor bath entred into the 
Heart of Man, what God hath prepared for them 


that Fear and Love bim. Whea the Work is fi- 


niſhed there will be a perfect, undiſturbed and 
Eternal Reſt. When the War is over, Enemies 


and Difficulties overcome, and Victory obtain» 


ed, there will be a glorious and never ending 


Triumph: After trading with Talents, and ha- 
ving been faithful in a little, there will be an 
Entrance into the joy of their Lord. In a Word, 


after they have diſpatched the Work of a Ser- 


ry 


vant, they ſhall receive the Inheritance of a Son. 
Grant that there be Difficulties in the Work, yet 


. 


they are not inſuperable; hut. haye been over- 
tone, and may be again, yea, and, for certalp 


Wall By all the whoſe Hearts are upright wich 
— N 2 Cod, 
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God, but together with thoſe Difficulties there 

ſhall de proportionable Strength for the conquer- 
ing them, and ſurpaſſing Delights for the ſweet— 

ning them. Though the way that leads to Life 
de Up-hill, yet it is pleaſantneſs and Peace: Such 
Thonghts as theſe riſing up from gracious Pro- 

miſes, and repeated Experiences, are the Reaſon 
why they that dwell i in Gods None Are and ſtil 
will be praiſing him. 

Secondly, Think of God as the no proper and 

adequate Oje of your Truſt. You cannot troll 


bim too far, nor with too much, his Ability and 


Fidelity do deſerve, and may encourage his Peo- 
_ ples higheſt Confidence in him; his Word you 
may ſafely take, for it is ſufficient Security, bet- 
ter than Mans Bond, hath he ſaid it, and ſhall he 
not doit? And upon his Promiſes you may re— 
ly, for they are al] Tea and Amen, of moſt ſure 
and e ec how unlikely was 
| Abrabams having a Son by Sarah, when ſo far 
ſtricken in Years, yet it was ſo. How punQual 
was he in bringing his People out of Egypt at the 
ſett Time, Exod 12.41. It came to paſs at the end 
of the four hundred and thirty Years, even the ſelf 
ame Day it came to paſs, that all the Hoſts of the 
Lord went out of the Land of Egypt: And how ex- 
act was He in making his Word good, in all thoſe 
"Things which he had given it for, to that his 
Ancient People, Joſh. 23. 14. Te know in all you 
Hearts, and in all your Souls, tbat not one Thing 
hath failed of all the good Things which the Lord 
your God ſpake concerning you, all are come to paſt 
unto you, and not one thing bath failed thereof. 
| Therefore do you truſt him, for he is the ſame 
God, as great as ever, without any variableneſs, 
or ſhadow of turning; truſt him with your pre- 
cious 
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cions Souls, and with your frail, infirm Bodies, 
and your uncertain Eſtates, truſt him with your * 
ſelves and with your Children ; truſt him with 
the Nation and with the Church, truſt him for 
the Performance of all Scripture Prophecies. and 
Promiſes ; Jeruſalems being made a Praiſe, Ba- 
bylon an bim ing, and all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth the Lords and his Chriſts, Hab 2.3. The 
Viſion is for an appointed Time, but at the end it 
ſhall ſpeak and not lie, though it tarry, wait for it, 
becauſe it wil, ſurely come, it will not tarry, Truſt 
him in halcion, ſerene Days, and in cloudy tem- 
peſtuous ones too, in Proſperity, and in Adver- 
ſity too. When God ſtrows your Way with 
Roſes, yea, and when he hedgeth it about with 
Thorns, Pſalm 9. 10. They that know thy Name, 
will put their truſt in thee, The better God is 
known, the more he will be truſted, For He bath 
not forſaken them that ſeek him. Not any of them, 
not one of them, ask the whole Generation of : 
them that ſeck him, and they will give an ho- 
nourable Report of him, that, at one Time or 
other, ſooner or later, He was found of them and 
pracious to them, as good as Lheir Hopes, yea, 
and Petter oo 5 

Really it is a ſtrange Thins to conſider, how 
prone and ready Men areto truſt in the Crea- 
tures, though they be forbidden; and though 
there be a Curſe denounced againſt chem that do 
it, Jer. 17.5. Thus ſaith the Lord, curſed is the 
Man that truſtetb in Man, and maletb Fleſh bis 
Arm, and whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord. 
And though they did always deceiveand fail them 
that truſted in them, Riches are deceittul and 
uncertain, take, to themſelves Wings and flee a- 
way; Men of low Degree are Vanity, and Men 
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of high Degree are a Lie; both one and the o. 
ther "have thei: Breath in their Noſtrils, and 
therefore wherein are rhey to be accounted of? 
They are bit bruiſed Reeds. which cannot ſup- 
port him that leans upon them, but wilt picrce 
him thorough with many Sorrows: The World 
cheats them that truſt init, and Siti ruines them; 
yet the generality of Perſons will truſt them n E 1 
withſtanding. yea, and that with more than 
they are worth, with more than all the World 
is worth, even their precious and immortal Souls. be e 
I do beſeech you to have a Care of it, you can- 
not truſt God too much, nor Creatures too lit. | His 
tle; Solomon ſpeaking of Things below, faith all a g1 

18 Vanity; yea, Vanity of Vanities, woſt vain oth! 
Vanity! And be tbat truſteth in Vanity ſball find, Þ 1 


.- that Vanity will be bis recompence. And becauſe Þ the 
0 Vanity, therefore Vexation of Spirit too. the 
Caſt you your Anchor where it may rake good 28 i 


5 and ſure Hold, and not return to you again; xy 
| make choice of God, and fix upon him as the wat 
: beſt, moſt proper, yea, only Object of your 
Confidence. Look vpon him as able to pertorm 
all that he hath ſpoken, whoſe Power knows || of 
ud ſuch Thing as än impoſſibility; no, got a 
Difhecolty, whoſe Word hath in it a creating 
Power, fo that he doth what he will both in the Su 
Armies of Heaven, and in the Kingdoms of Men, ge 
even to the fulfilling « of all his Pfeaſure. Look pr 
upon God as one that is true to his Word, and 
faithful to his Promiſe, always in one Mind and ge 
_ changeth not; and faithful likewiſe to the true th 
Intereſt of his People, ever mindfyl of his Cove- 
nant and of them, having raven them upon the 
Pälms of his Hands, and ſet them as a Seal up- | d 
on Nb Heart, Look e him 270 a Rock, the þ 
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Rock of Ages and of Eternity, upon which you” 
may moſt ſafely. build all your Hopes, and lay 
all your weight; never give way to Suſpicions of 
God, nor to jealous Thoughts: But let Times 
and Things go how they will, do yon commit 
our Souls to him, and leave all with him, and 
d through Faith poſſeſs your Souls in Patience. 
Thirdly, Look upon God as the moſt evact and 


excellent Pattern. And accordingly ſet him al. 


ways before you, as one that is moſt worthy to 
be eied and ſtudied, and followed; this was the 
conſtant Practice of Holy David, who could ſay, 


His Eyes were ever toward the Lord. There are 
a great many in the World that Love to follow _ 


others, but they make a very bad Choice, and 
ſo loſe their way, and at laſt themſelves, Thus 
there are ſome that follow the Imaginations of 
their own Hearts, though it be now with them 
as it was with thoſe of the old World; Gen. 6. 5. 
Every Imagination of the Thoughts of whoſe Heart 

was only Evil continually. Others will follow the 
Faſhion and Courſe of the World, though while 
they do ſo they walk after the Devil, the Prince' 
of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that work- 
eth in the Children of Diſobedience, Eph. 2. 2. 
Others will follow the Will and Order of their 
Superiours be it what it Will. Thus it is char- 
ged upon Epbraim, as a very grievous and God- 
provoking. Sin, Hof 5. 11. That he willingly fol- 
lowed the Commandement. Jeroboam and his Coun- 
ſel ſet up Calves at Dan and Betbel, and required 
the People to go and .Worſhip God before them, 
which was a falſe way of 'Worſhip, and the7ß 
ought to have refuſed it, as the Three Children 

did bowing before the Golden Image which Ne- 
luchadnex ar bad ſet vp, but Ephraim was of a 
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complying Spirit, and willingly. followed the 
Commandment, and God ſeverely puniſhed him 


for it, He was oppreſſed and broken in judgment. 
And there are ſome that will follow a Multi- 
tude to do Evil. Though it is not the number 
of Tranſgreſſors that will juſtifie a bad Action, 


or give an Impunity to the Offenders, or abaie 
the ſmart of the Puniſhn ent. It is far better 


to follow them that are gocd, 7 bilip. 3.17. Bre- 
thren, be Followers together of me, ard ek them 


hich walk ſo, as ye have us for an Enſample. And 
„ he. gives them a very good Reaſon, why they 
ſhould do fo, in verſe 20 For our Converſation is 
in Heaven, but ſince the beſt Men are imperfect, 
and have their Failinge and Miſcarriages, we 


muſt be Cautious in our following of them, 


it 1. Be ye Followers of me, even as 4 al 


am of Chriſt, 


But now do you look upon God, as Peg a- 
bove all others worthy to be eied and imitated 


pby you; And be ye Followers of him as dear ( hild- en. 
Study wel your Fathers Nature, and do you En- 


deavour to reſemble and expreſs. it, being your 


felres made Partakers of a Divine Nature. Stu- 


dy your Fathers Life, and be you not alienated 


from it; do not you Live without God in the 
World, not contrary to him. Study your Fa— 
chers Will, and let your Will be ſwallowed up 
by ir, and your Converſation regulated by it; 

and ſo for our. bleſſed and glorious Lord who 


left us an Example, that we ſhould tread in his 


Steps; let me ſay to you as Paul doth, Phil. 2. 5. 


Let the fame Mind be in you, which was alſo in Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, 1 know you would be like him at laſt in 
his Glory, therefore, now be as like him as you 


ean in bis Spirit, and Grace, and Holineſs; and 
pow 
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grow every Day while you live here liker and lie. 


ker in bis Humility, Obedience, and Activity, 


aud in all his imitable Excellencies and perfecti- = 


ous; ſhew forth his Vertnes, and ſhine with his 
Beams, and be in the World even as He was in 
the Lord: And be ſure to diſlike, to fall out with 
your ſelves, to Joath and abhor your ſelves ſo far 
forth, as you diſcover in your ſelves any Thing 
that is contrary to God and Chriſt ; and do what 
you can to get what is amiſs mended, and what 
is wanting ſupplied, till you come ro be com- 
pleatly conformed to your God and Saviour. 
Fourthly, Think of God, and look upon bac as 
only worthy to be your bigheſt and ultimate End. As 
one whoſe Intereſt and Honour ſhould ſignifie 
moſt with you, and weigh down all thoſe 1 : 
8 which would vie aud ſtand in Competition with it: 
Reckon whatſoever is below God, as by much too 
low, to be highelt in your Valuation and Deſign. 
There are too too many in the World, who are 
altogether cou find to themſelves, narrowed and 
ſhrvak up into themſelves, they are wholly for 
Self. will, and Self pleaſing, and Self-Intereſt, 
and Self- ends, which is flat and vile Idolatry; in 
doing of this they make themſelves their Gods. 
And by thus ſeeking themſelves they loſe them-. . 
ſelves, and by going about in this way to make 
themſelves, they do moſt Effectually and to all 
Eternity ruine and undo themſelves. 
But let a better Spirit Act and appear in you, 
you cannot be ignorant how the Command runs, 
I Cor. 10. 31. Whether ye eat or Drink, or what- 
ever ye do, do all to the Glory of God, Let that 
come in for its ſhare in every Deſign you drive, 
and in every Buſineſs you vndertake. Let all 
the Pcliberate Actions of your Lives, be dire&- 
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ed to, and meet in that as ſo many Lines in the 
Centre; and let all Things elſe that your Hand 
findeth to do, vail, ſtoop, and give Place to that 
as the Principal; as that which ſingle and alone, 


zz of inconceivably greater worth and Value than 


other Things put together: Always remem- 


ber, and often and often ſeriouſly think upon 


that which Holy Pay! could in Truth ſay con- 
cerning himſelf, Phil. 1. 21. To me to live is 


Cbriſt. To Honour his Name, and to promote 
the Intereſt of Chriſt, was the Work of his Life. 


And that he knew eit to be ſo, and was able to 


Aſſert it, was the Comfort. of hit Life. And 
this was no more than what Chriſt might juſtly 


Challenge, and what Paul did owe unto him; 


for ſince Chriſt was by his Blood the Purchaſer 
of Life for him, and by his Spirit the bleſſed 


and never failing Principle of Life in him. He 


is obliged to make the promoting of Chriſts In- 
tereſt, and the Advancement of his Honour the 


great and principal Buſineſs of his Life. 


Now do you go and do the ſame, and by this | 


Means there will be a moſt, happy Concord and 


Agreement between him and you; in this God 


aud you will be one, and this will lead to an One- 


neſs and Harmony in other Things; He makes 


himſelf, and his Glory his own End. He made. 
all Things for himſelf, and he doth all Things 
for himſelf; and by this Means you may Pro- 


miſe your ſelves Succeſs, and being Maſters of 
our End, He will fulfil all his Pleaſure, and in, 


Falfifliog his own Pleaſure, he will fulfil yours. 


And this ſhall moſt certainly Iſſue in your Advan- 
tage, he will not be behind Hand with you; but 


Proſper the Work of your Hands, and give you the 
Deſire of your Hearts. If you do. heartily. di-, 


ect 
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re all the, Actions of your Lives to his Glory, 
as your principal and ultimate End, you may 
comfortably aſſure your, ſelves, He will make. uſe 
of your Salvation and Everlaſting Happioeſg, at 
a Means to that End; i e. He will -glorifie him» 
ſelf, and get himſelf a Name, by patdoning your 
295 by accepting your Perſons and ſaving your | 
%% ff ß 
Fifthly, Look upon God as the great, wiſe and moſs. 
excellent Governour, fit to be ſubmitted to in all 
Thungs, and truſted with the Supream Management 
of Affairs. He is the Lord of all, Times and 
Things, and Perſons; and it is both his unque- 
ſtionable Right, and in his Power to rule, to 
order and diſpoſe the World, and all that 3 
therein according to the good Pleaſure of his 
Will. Ee liftech up one, and caſteth down ano» 
ther; he inlargeth and then ſtraitens again, fills 


and empties, ſends Peace, and then the Alarm 


of War, with Garments ſtained and roled in 
Blood; ſhakes Nations in Pieces, and cauſeth 
Deſolations up and down the Earth, without 
asking leave of Men, or giving unto them any 
Account of his Matters. „ 
And in like manner, He dealeth with particu- 
lar. Perſons. He caſts their Lines, and carves 
their Allowances as He himſelf thinks fit; makes 
Job the greateſt Man in the Eaft, and then brings 
him to.a Dunghil, and makes him Poor even to a 
Proverb. He meaſures out our Health and Sick- 
neſs, our Eaſe and Pain, our Comforts and Croſ- 
es, according, to the Counſel of hisown Wilkz 
neither may any ſay to him, What doſt thou? | 
Why haſt thou made me ſo? Or why doſt thou 
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- The Divine Providencesare indeed many Times 
very Dark and Myſterious, there are Depths in 


them that we cannot poſſibly Fathom ; they are 


Riddles which the wiſeſt, moſt Inquiurive, and 
Underſtanding Perſon know not what to make of; 


bat are at a loſt about them till God is pleaſed to 


de his own Interpreter: His Way is always in the 


Sanctuary, Righteous and Holy, whatever He 
doth, he doth it well and like himſelf, ſo that He 
bath no Reaſon to Repent of it, nor have Men | 
any to blame for it, yet not ſeldom his Way is ig 


the Sea, io that his Foot- ſteps are not kuown. 


Vea, and ſometimes his Providences are yery 


; bitter to his own Children, ſeeming to run quite 
Croſs to their Intereſt, and to his own Covenant 
and repeated Promiſes, into their Hands he puts 
® Cup of Trembling. What grievous Groans 


did poor Job pour out, yet faith, his Groaning 


was fot} heavier than his stroke And how ſe- 


vere did He ſeem to be unto good A/ h whom 
he plagued all the Day long, and chaſtened eve- 


y Morning. How fore do yon think muſt that 
poor Man needs de, ſince the Rod was never off 


is Back. 
But now. when it is 60, with any of vs in parti Y 


cular, or with the Church of God, though we or 
it are the Perſons that ſee Afflictions by the Rod 


| of. his Wrath; and though we ſhould ſee, as for | 
any Thing know, ſee we may greater Afflicti- 
ons than we have hitherto ſeen: Let us not give 


way to any hard Thoughts of him: Complain 


to him we may, there is leave given us, and ſo 

mall Aſſiſtance de too, but let us never complain 
„e bim. No, no, bur ſtill own his Righteouſneſs | 

in his ſharpeſt Diſpenſations, yea, and his Faith- 


fulneſs too: And be moſt free and ready to ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge it your Duty, inſtead of Quarrelliug ; 
to ſubmir to kiſs the Rod, and accept the Puniſh: 
ment of your Iniquity. When he covers his 


Face with the greateſt Frown, and appears moſt 
Angry; it is not for us to be Angry too, but 


humble and ſilent, as David was, when almoſt 
conſumed by the blow of Gods Hand, He was 


Dumb, and opened not his Mouth, conſidering who 


it was that had done it. It highly becomes us 
to take up the Croſs.when he lates it in our Way, 
and to carry it patiently, till he ſhall pleaſe to 


take it of. 


Think of him as a God of Infinite Wiſdom, 
who underſtands himſelf and all Things elſe, and 
is not liable to the leaſt Errour or Miſtake, but 
| knoweth what is moſt proper for him to do- 
what will moſt Conduce to the Glory of his own 
Name, moſt te the inlarging of his own Intereſt, 
moſt to the Comfort and Bencfic of his Church 
and People; and moſt to the Diſappointment, 


Confuſion, and fatal over-throw of his and their 


Enemies, and when is the fitteſt Seaſon for him 
to awaken his Arm, to theſe great and glorious 


Purpoſes; and think of him not only as a God 
but alſo as a Father, a Father of Mercies, and 


God of Compaſſions, whoſe Love to his People 
is equal to his Wiſdom ; and by Conſequence, as 
he can do them no wrong, ſo he will do them 


no hurt, yea, and do not only maintain and keep 


vp in your Minds, ſuch becoming Notions, but 


alſo ſpeak well of his Name, and give an ho- 


nourable Report of him, as Holy Aſiph did af- 
ter he had weather'd the Point, and born up a- 


gainſt the Fury of a Temptation that had aſſaul- 


ted him and overcame it, he brake out into this 


deſerved Commendation of God; Pſalm 73. 1, 
ER Eee . Truly 
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cleas Heart Such Thoughts as theſe do directly 
tend to the Glory of God, and greatly make for 
it; arid they do contribute no leſs to the Peace 

aud Comfort of a Chriſtian, making the remem- 
pbrance of him more pleaſant to you, and every 


Condition in which you are,moſt Ealie. From hence 


— was, that upon the Joſs of all he had which was 
comfortable and valuable, Job could ſtill poſſeſs his 
_ Soul in Patience, ſaying at that Time, Job 1. 2. 


The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away, 


"= 


* be the Name of the Lord. 


ixthly, Look upon God alone as enough for you, 
enough to Supply you, to Delight you, and to male 


you Habpy. Think him a Good ſo great, ſo full, 


ſo every way Perfect, that the greateſt Man up- 


on Earth; yea, the higheſt Angel in Heaven 


may very well be ſatisfied with; take Notice of || 
the Royal Prophet, in Pſalm 4. When others 


liv'd at Uncertainty, not knowing well whether 


to dire their Motions, his Eyes were ever to- 
Needle tonched by a Load- 


Ward the Lord, like a 
ſtone that is ever turned to the North-pole, 
when he ſaw a Moultitude of others running up 
and down, like a Company of ſtarving and di- 
ſtracted Creatures, ſearching and enquiring af- 
ter ſomething that would filence the clamorous 


. 


Where He was, and thought he needed do no 
more than lift up an hearty Prayer for a greats 

er Diſplay, and r Ma 

Divine Love. Lord, lift thou up the Fight of thy 


Coun- 


595 77 of their empty and craving Souls, 
o will ſhew us any Good ? He like a Man that 

| had been well inſtructed concerning the excel- 
lency and inexhauftible Fulneſs of God, and was 
no ſtranper to his own Intereſt in him, ſate ſtill 


clearer Manifeſtations of the 


IEEE. we we wee. 


| rit; make ſure that G 
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Countenance upon us, Which was no ſooner done, 
but he immediately brake out into a lofty ſtraia 

of Triumph. Thos baſt put pladneſs in my Heart, 

more than in the Time that their Corn and Wine 
increaſed. To this he Jook'd, and here he took 
up his reſt as one that had no need to look an 
furtker; and if we conſult, Pſalm 16. x. and 

Der. 6, we ſhall find him bleſſing himſelf in his 
God. The Lord is the Portion of mine Inheritance, 

and of my Cup, thou maintaineſt my Lot, the Lines 

are fallen unto me in pleaſant Places, I have a goodly 

Now, Chriſtians, do you write after this ex- 
cellent Copy, and be 9 of the ſame Spi- 

is your God, and then 
rejoice in him: What though others have the 

Star- light of the Creatures, look upon thy ſelf as 


not wanting them, ſo long as thou haſt the com- 


fortable Beams, and vital Influence of the Eter- 
nal Sun; fo long as thou haſt the Fountain of 
living Waters to quench thy Thirſt, the Well 
of Salvation to let down your Bucket into, the 
immenſe, bottomleſs, and boundleſs Ocean o 
Divine Goodneſs to pleaſe and ſolace your ſelves, 
Conclude you ſhall do well enough without this, 
or that, ot the other Drop. So long as thou haſt 
a God for thine own, and knoweſt that thou pace 
ſo, know thou maiſt live without a Creature ; an 
when this Relation dies, and that Friend for- 
ſakes, and they are increas'd that trouble thee, and 
multitudes riſe up againſt thee, then do thou incou- 
rage thy ſelf in the Lord thy God, \ 
In ſhort, What tho' thou art poor in the 
World, rejoice in the aſſurance of thy being rich 
5 ol and? tho' thou art not poſſeſſed of one foot 
of land, yet thou art a great Heir, even of 5 
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leſs than a Kingdom; and tho” thou haſt not here | 
an Houſe of thine own to put thine Head in, yet 
thou mayſt lay it in the Boſomof a God; and | 
when thou art, as to outward appearance, as a- 
ing nothing, yet then be glad at heart, as becomes 
one that hath him who alone is ALL, and infi- | 
nitely more than all other things,could amuunt | 
to, were they ten thouſand times more and bet- 
ter than they are. Sing in a Piiſou as Paul and J 
Silas did; be quiet and content upon a Dunghil, 
as Job was; embrace and welcome, and hugy a || 
Stake, as ſome of the Martyrs have done, as 
| knowing thou haſt ſuch a God as neither things 
preſent, nor things to come can ſeparate thee from; 
ſuch a God as Eternity it ſelf will neither exhauſt _ 
nor make thee weary of. 5 
Seventhly, Think of God as of one that is the 
beſt. the moſt deſirable, and moſt delightful Compa- | 
nion in all the World. So the Holy Prophet 
Thought when He brake out into that Expreſſi- 
on, Pſalm 73. Whom have I in Heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon Earth that 1 deſire beſide thee. 
Earth can afford none ſo good, Heaven it ſelf 
not a better. If you would know my preſent 
deſires, they all run out to God; if my future 
| Happineſs, it lies in God, He is the total Summ | 
of it. Let the ſame be in you, for it is troly || 
Chriſtian, what becomes one that is Heaven- |þ 
born; and let it ſhew it ſelf in theſe following 
Particulars, which 1 ſhall briefly touch upon, 
and fo ſhut up this Diſcourſe. x 
Firſt, Make this to appear by your keeping vp a | 
Communion with God, while you are bere. This | 
hath been the Spirit, this the Practice of good 
Men in both Worlds. In the Old World, Enoch 
walked with God, Gen. 5. 24. And fo did Noab 
x7. 3 5: > e 


, 
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at the fag end of it, when all Fleſh had corrup- 


ted their Way, ſtill the Account given was this; 
| Ger.6. 9. Noab was a juſt Man, and perfect in bis 


| Generation; in the ſeveral Ages that he livd 


and paſs'd through, He was the ſame Man, and 

He waiked with God ; and ſo it hath been ſince, 
witneſs rhe Account given by the Apoſtle of him- 
ſelf, and other Saints in his Days, 1 Job 1. 
Truly our F cllowſhip i is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, 7 
' Secondly, Pray earneſtly, and do»what yon can 
toward it, that this your Communion with God may 
be conſtant, and cloſe, and intimate as it is poſſible 
If fo be while you are here, in the midſt of ſo many Cor- 
ruptions that are within you, and ſo many Avocati- 


ons that are n ithont, and the great Diſturbances that 


you will be ſure to have gven you both from the one 
and from the other. Keep your Minds as much 


| fixt upon him, and your Thoughts as intent up- 


on him as is poſſible : Remember David, who 


could ſay, He ſet the Lord always before bim, and 
his Eyes were ever toward the Lord. Oh how 


ſweet is it, when a Soul can ſay, My Heart is 
fixed, O God! my Heart is fixed. Do not ſuf- 
fer any ſtrangeneſs to grow between God and 
I} you; there will indeed be none, unleſs through 
| your own Default; for Be will be with his Peo- 
le ſo long as they be with him, there are on 
| his Part, no angry withdrawings trom them, 
| unleſs there be firſt on their Part ſome ſinful 
withdrawings from him. 
Thirdly, Do not reſt in any 7 bing without God. | 
Not in Creatures, not in Duties, not in Ordi- 
| nances. Firſt, Not in Creatures, Not in the 
| beſt of them, nor in the greateſt number of them. 
Remember what Aale . E509, 33-15: * thy 
re- 
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Preſence go not with me, carry us not up bence. 


Conſider the Place where then he was, a waſte 
and howling Wilderneſs, the Place whether they 


were Travelling, a Land flowing with Milk and 


Honey, but he rather choſe to be in a Wilder- 
neſs with God, than in a Canaan without him: 


Be you of the "fame Mind. Take not up with 


the fulleſt Condition without God, for then 
that fulneſs will be Emptineſs. All theſe Things 
are no other than ſo many Cyphers, if God do 
not ſtand before them as the Figure to put a Sig- 
nificancy and Value into them, Secondly, Reſt 

not in Duties without God. There is a Duty you 


owe to God and Man, to your Souls and Bo- 


dies, to your Selves and Others, to Relations 
and Neighbours, and Strangers, Friends and E- 
nemies, and it is good to be found in them all; 


but you may abound in theſe Things, and after 


that be never the nearer, neither as to Accep- 
tance, nor as to Advantage, unleſs you be with 
God i in them. Prayer is 2 moſt precious, choice, 
and ſweet Duty; a Life of Prayer, is next to a 
Lite of Praiſe, which is te Life of Heaven, but 
what 1s Prayer without the Souls following hard 
aſter God. He complained of them, who drew 
nigh unto him with their Lips, whileſt their 
Hearts were far from him. Thirdly, Reſt n 
in (Ordinances without the God of Ordinances. Not 
in Fellowſhip with Saints, unleſs you have Fellow- 
hip with the Father and the Son, through the 
gracious Aſſiſtance of the Spirit. What are all 
the Members, in Caſe they be ſ-parated from 
their glorious Head. What i is the golden Can- 


dleſtick, unleſs the Son of Man walk in it. 
Not in the Word, valeſs it be accompanied with 
a Divine Power, and come in the Demonſtra- 


tion 
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. | tion of the Spirit. To what Purpoſe is it to 


hear the Voice of the Sons of Men, without 
likewiſe hearing the Voice of the Son of God; 

truly to no more than it was for Gchaz; to lay 
his Maſters Staff upon the Face of the Shanamites 
Dead Son, who continued faſt bound in the 


Chains of Death, till Eliſha his Maſter came and 


ſtretched himſelf vpon the Child, whereupon 
its Fleſh waxed warm; or to no more than it 


was for the diſeaſed, impotent People to repair 


to the Pool of Betheſda, fave when the Angel de- 


| ſcended and troubled the Waters. Reſt not in 


the Sacrament alone, tor what will the external 


| Seal avail, without the Seal of the Spirit; and 


how ſhall your ſpiritual Strength be increaſed, 
and your Sovls nouriſhed up to Everlaſting l. ite 
by feeding upon the Bread of the Lord, unleſs 
you do by Faith feed upon the Lord the Bread. 
You may hit at the Lords Table tili jou are wea- 
ry, and go away from it as bad as you were 
when you came; yea, and worſe too, unleſs the 
King of Glory is pleaſed to fit at his Table, and 
give you of his Love, and Lo taſte that he is in- 
deed gracious. 

Fourthly, Let not any Communion with God, 
nor any Enjoyment of bim that you have at preſent 
Jatisfie you, It cannot but be pleaſant to you, 
you may and ſhould delight in it, you ought to 
be very thankful for it; but not to think you 
have already attained, or are already perfect, 
The Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs were doubtleſs 
glad to ſee thoſe large and lovely Cluſters of 
Grapes, which were by the Spies brought them 
from the Land of Promiſe ; but for all that they 
proſecuted their Journey, "that they might poſ- 


leſs the Land it ſelf, and gather the whole Vin- 


0-3 tage. 
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tage. The Spouſe ſate under the Shadow of her 
| Beloved with great Delight, and found his Fruit 
| {weet to her taſte, yet {till ſhe begg'd, that he 


would ſtay her with Flaggons, and comfort her 


With Apples. Conſider that be your Enjoyments 
for the preſent what they will, yet they are but 
mediate, you are abſent from the Lord; you ſce 

but as in a Glass, and not Face to Face, and as 
they are but mediate, ſo they are but partial. 

You do not know as You are known, you net- 

ther are with God ſo often as you would, nor 


have you ſo much of him as you would; that 


gracious Perſon was in pain, when he poured 


out that ſad though ſhort Complaint. Rara ho- 


ra brevis mora. "Ihe loving Vilits my Saviour 


gives me are but ſeldom, and the Time he ſtaies 


with me is but ſhorr; and let this raiſe Four 


Delires, and inlarge them after more. 
Fifthly, Never Promiſe your ſelves a full Enjoy- 


ment of God, while you are in this World. While 


you are preſent i in the Body, vou. will be abſent 


from the Lord; here you are Minors and under 


Age, and jhal] be by your gracious Father pro- 
vided for, but the main of your Eſtate is in Re- 
verſion. Never expect to be free from all Sin 
and ſinful wandrings, nor to be perfect in Holi- 
neſs and Happineſs, till after the Reſurrection 


you be taken up to behold the Face of God in 


Righteouſneſs and Glory, and to be admitted to 
as clear a Viſion and compleat a Fruition of him 
as the Creature in its higheſt Advancement, and 
nobleſt Frame is capable of. 


Sixthly and Laſtly, In order thereto ft looſe 


from the World, You are but Pilgrims and Stran- 


gers here, your Countrey, your Fathers-Houſe, 
your beſt, your laſt, your Everlaſting Home Is 


_ elle- 
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elſe-where, there your God is, thither your 


Lord and Saviour is gone to prepare and take 


up and keep a Place for you, and there he will 


F continve till he come again to receive you to 


himfelf, that where he is you may be alſo. 


| Now do you ſeriouſly and frequently think both 


of his coming to you, and of his ſending for you, 
and of the one and the other with joy and long- 


ing; and be you molt freely willing to bid Fare- 


wel to al] Things here, cven thoſe which did 


afford you the greateſt Pleaſure ; Live here not- 
_ withſtanding the Burcens you groan under, and 
the Troubles you meet with, though it be a wic- 


ked, ungrateful, and malicious World, yet all 
the Days of your appointed Time, do you wait, 
be Content to ſtay till you are ſear for; live as 


bad as the World is, and as much worſe as 


Thin!'s are like to be, live as long as God will 
have you, live out of a Principle of Obedience 


unto God. You may live, though not to ſee ſome _ 
Men mend, for that will never be, they are 
paſt Grace, yet to ſez the Times mend, Godli- 
neſs in Credit, and Peace upon Jſracl ;, but ſtand 
upon your Tip-toes in Expectation of a remove. 
And though you muſt go from beloved Relati- 


ons, dear Friends, comfortable Pofleſſions, and 


ſeveral Things which have made Life not only 


eaſie but pleaſant to you; yet be willing to leave 


them all behind you, with Elijah to drop your 


Mantle, and to go Naked hence, when you take 
your flight to the upper Region of Light and 
Love, of Bliſs and Glory; to thoſe Monntains 
of Myrrh and Beds of Spices, where you ſhall be 


quite out of the reach of all Diſturbances, having 
nothing of Diſtemper within, no aſſault from E- 


nemies, no frowns upon the Face of God, no ab- 
e : 5 - ſenting, 
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| ſeating, no withdrawing, no hiding for a Mo- 


ment, but an uninterrupted and Eternal Reſt, in 


the Arms and Boſom of Divine Love; and to 


that End haſten your Preparation, make your 


ſelves ready, and call in help from above, that 
you may be meet for the Inheritance of the | 


Saints in Light, and when your Lord who is 


9 your Life ſhall appear, you may appear with 
him in Glory. And in the mean Time, let your | 
Souls in a kind of Holy Impaticace get frequent- 


ly upon the Wing, and be fallyiag out in hear- 
ty Deſires, and moſt fervent Pantings, as the 
_ enamoured longing Spouſe was. Make baſte, 


my Beloved, and be thou like a Roe, or a Joung 
Hlart upon the Mountains of Spices. And fince | 
our Lord Jeſus himſelf hath ſaid, Rev. 22. 20. 
Surely, I come quickly. At this Aſſurance let your 
Hearts leap for Joy, and with John that beloved 
Diſciple, do you Anſwer, Amen, even 41 25 | 


Lord Jeſus. Let it be the Amer both of Faith 
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